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Had that incomparable Perſon been a little more indulgent 
to himſelf, the IWorid might probably have erjozed him 
much longer; whereas, through too great an Application 
to bis Studies in his Youth, he contracted that ill Habit 


of Body, which, after a tedious Sickneſs, carried him off 


in the Fortieth Year of his Age; and the whole Hiſtory 
we have of his Life till that Time, is but ons continued 
Account of the Behaviour of a ble Scul, ſtruggling under 


innumerable Pains and Diſtempers. 
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TRY _ 
PREFACE, 


Giving an account of the manner in which 
theſe Thoughts were written, and were 
collected; of the cauſes that retarded the 
impreſſion ; of the author's deſign in this 
work ; and how be ſpent the latter part 


of bis Ii fe. 

| Onfieur Paſcal having taken an early 
* leave of the mathematicks, of natu- 
ral philoſophy, and of other human ſtudies, 
in which he had made fo great a progreſs that 
there are, undoubtedly, but very few per- 
ſons who have ſeen deeper into thoſe ſubjects 
which he choſe to handle, began, about the 
thirtieth year of his age, to apply himſelf to 
gings of a more ſerious and more elevated 
-harater, and to turn Eis whole thoughts, ſo 
far as bis health would permit, on the Scrip- 
tures, the fathers, and the diſcourſes of prac- 
tical Chriſtianity, 

Bur tho? his excellence in theſe latter ſtu- 
!1e3, no leſs than in the former, has been al- 
eady teſtified by ſuch works as are acknow- 

ledged to be exact and accompliſhed in their 
Kind, yet we may affirm, that if it had pleaſed 
a 2 Gon 
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Gop to have granted him a longer ſpace for 
the carrying on his general deſign, of the 
truth of religion, in which he had reſolved 
to employ the reſidue of his life, this perfor- 
mance would have been far ſuperior to any 
that we have received from the ſame hand : 
becauſe his views, in this reſpect, infinitely 
exceeded thoſe which he had attained of all 
things beſide. | | 

I BELIEVE this is no more than what any 
one will readily admit, upon the fight of theſe 
few papers, with all their imperfections; e. 
ſpecially when he ſhall be made acquainted 
with the methods by which the author proſe- 
cuted his undertaking, and with the entire 
hiſtory of our drawing out this ſpecimen, for 
the ts of the publick :- of all which take the 
following account. 

M. Paſcal had laid the ſcheme of this work 
many years before his death: and yet we 
ought not to wonder that he began ſo late to 
commit any part of it to writing: for he had 
always accuſtomed himfelf to think very ma- 
turely of things, and to range and diſpoſe f 
them in his mind, e're he ſuffered them to 
venture farther, carefully weighing and exa- 
mining which ought to be placed firſt, and 
which laſt, and what order of the whole might 
ſeem moſt conducible to the deſired effect. 
And then being maſter of an excellent, or, as 
we may truly ſay, a prodigious memory, io 
as to haye often declared that he never forgot 

| any 
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any thing which he had once imprinted in it; 
e was under no apprehenſion of letting thoſe 
thoughts, which he had at any time formed, 
frerwards eſcape him: ſo that *rwas uſual 
with him to tarry very long before he ſet them 
lown in paper; either for want of leiſure, or... 
becauſe the ſtate of his health, which was 


ſcarce ever better than craſy and unce 
ould not ſupport a more laborious applica- 


i07, 


9 


rtain, 


ö 


Tars was the reaſon that, at his death, 
ve loſt the greateſt part of what he had con- 
cived in purſuance of his deſign. For there 
vas ſcarce any thing left in writing, either as 


o the principal arguments which he 
o inſiſt on, or as to the grounds an 


f 


ropoſed 


founda- 


ions of the whole work, or as to the method 
nd diſpoſition; which could not but be very 
onliderable. All theſe were fo habitually fixt 
a his mind, that having neglected to write 


hem while, 


perhaps, he was able, he art 


ength found himſelf incapable of going thro? 
vith the task, when he would gladly have en- 


red upon it. 


YET there once happened an occaſion, ſome 
en or twelve years ſince, that obliged him, 
ot indeed to write, but to deliver himſelf in 
onverſation, on this ſubject; which he did, 
a the preſence, and at the requeſt, of many 


ireat perſons, his friends. 


To this company 


ze opened, in few words, the plan of his 
hole undertaking; he repreſented the ſub- 


ject 


- thoughts, how happy ſoever they might ſeem 
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je& matter; he gave an abſtract of the reaſon; if 
and principles; and pointed out the intended 
order and ſequel of things. And theſe gen- 
tlemen, who are indiſputably qualified to be 

zudges in the cale, do averr, that they never 
heard any thing which diſcovered more bean: 
ty, or more ſtrength, which was fitter to 
move, or to convince : they declare them. 
ſelves to have been charmed with the dil. 


— F*% 


courle; and ſay, that the idea which they 
were able to form of the main deſign, from a- 
narrative of two or three hours, delivered 
thus off hand, and without being laboured o: WF 
remeditated, gave them the pleaſure of con- f 
ſidering with themſelves what the work might 
one day prove, if fully executed and carried 
to its laſt perfection, by an author, whoſe 
0 


force and capacity they had fo often experi: 
enced; one who had uſed himſelf to be ſo in-. 
defatigably laborious in all his compoſitions; 
who was ſcarce ever ſatisfied with his firſt 


to others; and who had been known on ma- 
ny occaſions to new- model, no lefs than eight Pr 
or ten times, ſuch pieces, as any perſon but 
himſelf muſt have pronounced admirable at: 
ter a ſingle trial. 

Having firſt obſerved to them what ſort 
of proofs thoſe are which make the greatel 
impreſſion upon mens minds, and what arc 
the moſt proper means of perſuaſion, he 2 


plied himſelf ro demonſtrate, that the Chriltianf afte 
religion 
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eligion had no fewer marks of certainty and 
evidence, than any thing which is received 
u the world for the moſt undoubted truth. 
He began the deſign with giving the pic- 
ure of a Man; under which he omitted no- 
thing that might diſtinguiſh or illuſtrate him, 
cither without, or within, to the moſt ſecret 
motions of his heart. In the next place, he 
ſuppoſed a perſon who had lived hitherto un- 
der a general ignorance, and utterly indiffe- 
rent with regard to all things, to himſelf e- 
ſpecially, to come and view himſelf in this 
picture, and by it to examine what he is. The 
perſon cannot but be ſurpriſed to diſcover - 
here an infinite variety of things, which ne- 
ver yet entred into his thought; nor can, 
J without aſtoniſhment and admiration, reflect 
on what he now learns and feels of his dignity 
and his baſeneſs, of his advantages and his in- 
firmities, of the ſmall glimmering of light 
which remains within him, and of the mi- 
ſerable darkneſs with which he is, almoſt on 
J all ſides, encompaſſed; in a word, of all the 
J prodigious contrarieties which appear in his 
nature. After this 'tis impoſſible he ſhould 
K continue his indifference, if he has but the 
leaſt ſpark of reafon ; and how inſenſible ſoever 
he has hitherto been, he muſt now of neceſ. 
Wiity deſire, when he once knows what he is, 
to be informed likeways whence he derives 
original, and what fate abides him here- 
ater, 


Having 
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Havins brought his man to this good dif: WM. 
poſition, of ſeeking to be inſtructed in fo im- 
portant a doubt, he ſends him firſt to the phi- . 
loſophers, and having rehearſed to him the 
ſum of what their greateſt profeſſors have de. 
lvered on the ſubject of human nature and WM. 
condition, he makes him diſcover ſo many MW; 
failures and weakneſſes, ſo many falſities and MW 
contradictions in all that they advance, as to 
judge very eaſily that theſe are not the men 
who mult give him ſatisfaction. 

AT tbe next remove, he leads him the 
whole circuit of all nations and all ages, ſo as 
to give him a view of the almoſt endleſs va. 
riety of religions in the world, but at the 
| ſame time lets him underſtand, by the ſtrong; 
8 eſt and moſt convictive proofs, that all theſe 
1 religions are ſo full of vanity and folly, of er- 
ror and extravagance, as to aftord nothing in 
which his mind may acquieſce and repoſe it 
4 elt. | 
if Ar length he bids him fix his eye on the 
||, people of the Jets; where the circumſtances 
[1 he is preſented with are ſo extraordinary, as 7 
Fl. to engage and employ his whole attention, 
| Having let him into all that was ſingular in. 
4 this nation, he ſtops him to take particular no- Ia 

tice of one book, by which they entirely go- Nee 

| vern themſelves, and which contains the ſum}. 
1 of their religion, their hiſtory, and their law. Ta. 
Upon the firſt opening of this book, he is in- 


formed, that the world is the work of Gon, 
| an 


| 
| 
| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
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' Wand that it was the ſame Gop who created 


man in his own image, and endowed him with 


all advantages of mind and body ſuitable to. 


ſo high an eſtate, This truth, tho? it doth 
not at preſent convince him, yet fails not to 


Ipleaſe him: his bare reaſon being ſufficient to 


diſcover a greater probability in the ſuppoſing 
Gop to be the author of the world, and of 


mankind, than in any of thoſe accounts which 


men have framed by their own fond inventi- 
on. The only thing which gives him any 
doubt is, that he obſerves man, according to 
the picture he ſo lately viewed, to be very 
ar from poſſeſſing all thoſe advantages which 
muſt needs have attended him, when he came 
ut of the hand of his Maker. But he ſoon 
ets over this difficulty; becauſe, upon look- 
ng a little farther into the ſame book, he dif- 
overs, that after max had been thus created 
dy Cop, in a ſtate of innocence and perfecti- 
n, his very firſt act was to rebel againſt his 
reator, and to employ all the gifts he had 
eceived from him, in oppoſing and offending 
um. 
M. Paſcal proceeds to inform his novice, 
hat this crime having been, in all its circum- 
lances, the greateſt that could be committed, 


eceived its puniſhment, not only in the firſt 


nan, whom, from his ſtate of excellency and 


Fappineſs, it plunged, at one ſtroke, into 


ilery and weakneſs, into blindneſs and er- 
or; but likeways in all his deſcendents, to 
whom 
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whom he communicated his corruption, and 
will continue to communicate it through all 
ages. 
Axp now, obliging him to peruſe ſeveral 
other parts of the book, which furniſhed him 
i with this truth, he makes him obſerve, that 
i there is ſcarce any thing recorded of man, but 
tt what bears a regard to this his condition of 
infirmity and diforder : that 'tis often faid, all 
tleſh have corrupted themſelves, and that men 
are deſcribed as abandoning themſelves to 
14 their own ſenſes, and as having, from their 
Th very birth, an inclination and tendency to e-. 


l 


ﬆ vil. He farther lets him ſee, that this primi- Ir 
1 tive defection is the ſource, not only of all. 

| | thoſe incomprehenſible contrarieties in human gn 
11 nature, but like ways of infinite other effects n 


in the things without us; of which he could. 
{| never before trace the cauſe. In ſhort, he ex- Wl] 
| | hibits to him ſuch a pourtrait of Man in the 

| whole ſeries of this book, as, by anſwering 
1 to the piece which he firſt beheld, cannot but ii 
1. fatisfy him of its true and juſt reſemblance. Ko 
Li! Havinc thus brought him acquainted with 
Sil. his real condition, full of miſery and grief, he Pu 
aſſures him, that, by following the guidance 
of the ſame book, he will be led into the oh 
hopes of comfort and deliverance. He poinise 
| out to him the ſeveral paſſages, where *ris at-fſſye 
5 firmed, that the remedy of all our evils is inſhe 
the hand of God; that his aſſiſtance we oughtrg 


to have recourſe to, for obtaining the ſtrengihp n 
we 


ind 


all 


eral 
him 
that 
but 


Fught him to diſcover. 
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e want; that he will permit himſelf to be 
revailed upon by our entreaty; and will e- 
en ſend us a Saviour to ſatisfy for our offen- 
es, to repair our breaches, and to heal our 
Ifirmities. a 
AFTER many other peculiar remarks on 
11s book, he engages him to conſider, that 
s the only book in the world which has ſpo- 
en worthily of the Supreme Being, and has 
(pired a juſt idea of religion. In order to 
hich, having made him conceive ſome of the 
1olt ſenſible tokens and characters of the true 
cligion, he compares them with thoſe which 
re here delivered; teaching him to reflect 
ith more eſpecial attention, that this religi- 
1 placeth the perfection of divine worſhip in 


he love of Gop; a character altogether ſingu- 


ar, and ſuch as diſtinguiſheth it viſibly from 
[| others, which are convicted of notorious 
Iſnhood by their want of this eſſential mark. 
Tuus fir he leads the man, whom by theſe 
ſenſible means he propoſeth to make his 
onvert; without offering at any arguments 
demonſtrate thoſe truths which he has 
But, then, he has 
uily prepared him to receive them with de- 
zht and complacency, ſo ſoon as they ſhall 


e demonſtrated to his underſtanding ; and 


en to wiſh, with the greateſt earneſtneſs, that 
ey may at length appear to be ſolid and well. 
rounded; becauſe he finds that they ſupply 


many aſſiſtances towards the clearing up of 
, 8 | his 


, 
— — 
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his doubts, and the eWfuting of his epoſe 


This indeed is the very defire which ever 
rational man ought to entertain, upon th 
view of the ſeveral particulars which M. Pq 
cal has thus repreſented, and *rwas but juſt fc 
him to think that any perſon, under ſuch a di 
ſition, would yield a ready afſent to thi 
proofs he ſhould afterwards alledge, in con 
firmation of thoſe important truths which I 
had before mentioned, and which are the 
foundation of Chriſtian belief, as the enforce 
ment of this belief was the fole aim of hi 
diſcourſe. | 
To ſpeak a word or two concerning theſ 
proofs, After he had obſerved in general, th: 
the points which he now afferted were a 
contained in a written volume, the authorir 
of which every man of ſound judgment mu 
own to be unqueſtionable, he inſiſted chief 
on the writings of Moſes, where the ſaid poiui 
are in a particular manner revealed; and h: 
made it apparent from many undoubted cir 
cumſtances, that *twas alike impoſſible, eithe 
for Moſes to have penned a whole ſeries of fa 
ſities, or for the Few nation to have ſuffere 
the cheat, if he had been inclined to act it. 
Hx argued farther from the great and fur 
priling miracles, recorded in this book of re 
ligion; which as they are the higheſt evidence 
if true, ſo he demonſtrated, that they could 
not poſlibly be falſe; not only from the auth 
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y of theſe writings in which they are at- 
fied, but likeways from all the particulars 
hich accompany them, and which ſet them 
eyond all ſuſpicion and diſpute. 
He proceeded to evince, that the whole 


Xilk 


economy of the ritual law was purely figu- 
ative; that all the diſpenſations and promiles 
o the Fewtih ſtate were but the ſhadows of 
good things, which received their accompliſh- 
1ent from the appearance of the Meſtas; and 
hat, after the veil was once taken away, they 
ilibly conſpired, and were confummated in 
he behalf of thoſe that believed in FESUS 


{{RIST at his coming. 


Tux next reaſon offered by M. Paſcal for 
ic- credibility of religion was taken from 
he Prophecies; a ſubject on which he enlarg- 


d more than on any other. 


As he had been 


ery laborious in this inquiry, and had ob- 
ained very particular views of the reſpective 
redictions, ſo he opened them after the moſt 
VYelligible manner, explained their deſign 
nd their event with a wonderful facility, and 
laced them in all their force and light. 

Ar length having run thro? the books of 
ze Old Teſtament, and intermixt, upon oc- 
lion, many convincing remarks, admirably 
rviceable to the foundations of religion, he 
ntred on the conſideration of the New Teſta- 
ent, in order to the completing the whole 


6 


'Tument by the truth and reality of the go- 


He 
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He began with our Loxp himſelf, who, 
character and commiſſion, tho? it was invincil 
bly atteſted by the prophecies, and by all th# 
figures of the law, which had their perfe( 
conſummation in him alone, yet he Ethel 
illuſtrated by many evidences drawn fron 
his perſon, his miracles, his doctrine, and 
the circumſtances of his life. 

HEeNce he deſcended to the character 0 
the Apoſtles; and that he might eſtabliſh rh; 
certainty of that faith which they fo rel; 
Jutely and fo univerſally preached, havin 
laid it down for a principle, that they cannoſf 
be accuſed of falſhood but upon one of the; 
two ſuppoſitions, either that they were then 
ſelves deceived, or that they were engaged 
in a deſign of deceiving others, he made it ej 
vident, that both theſe ſuppoſitions were alike, 
abſurd and impoſſible. n 

In fine, he paſſed by nothing that migh 
confirm the truth of the Evangelical Hiſtory 
inſerting many admirable reflections on the 
Goſpcl itſelf, on the ſtyle and perſon of the 
Evangeliſts, on the Apoſtles particularly, and 
on their writings, on the aſtoniſhing numbeMFi 
of miracles, on the example of the ſaintsng 
and on all the methods which contributed to 
the final eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity. And tho 
in a ſingle diſcourſe, he wanted time for thi 
full improvement of ſo vaſt a ſubject, whicln, 
he reſerved for his intended work, yet he offe- 


fered enough to evince, that all this could nono 
b 


* - 
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who!We: the contrivance and atchievement of men; 
wincind that it was Gop alone who was able thus 
all tho guide the iſſue of ſo many different occur- 
zerfe(Wences, as to make them all conſpire in giving 
artheWn irreſiſtible teſtimony to that religion which 
fronſſſie himſelf came to ſettle amongſt men. 
„ and Turs was the ſubſtance of M. PaſcaPs 
onverſation, which he propoſed only as a 
ter ofketch of his great undertaking: and *twas 
iſh thy the favour of one of the gentlemen there 
reſofpreſent, that we have ſince obtained theſe 
havinWhort memorials of what he delivered at that 
cannogz me. | 
f thelf lx the fragments here publiſhed, we ſee 
 themWomething of the vaſt deſign conceived by our 
"gage uthor : yet we ſce but little; and even this 
le it eWittle comes to us after ſo imperfect a manner, 
e alikqpeither carried to its juſt height, nor digeſted 
n its proper order, that it can afford us bat 
migi very obſcure idea of the perfection which 
LiſtoryFhe would have given it, in his finiſhed per- 
on tiFormance. 
of th The reader will not think it ſtrange, if in 
Y, anqtheſe few reliques which are preſerved, the 
umbeWiſpofition of the ſubjects is not made accord- 
laints gag to the primitive method, For there being 
uted t little found which had any dependence or 
d tho'FonneCtion, the publiſhers thought it utterly 
for chqhpſeleſs to be confined to this intended ſeries, 
whici&nd therefore were ſatisfied with keeping as 
t he olffiear as they could to ſuch an order as ſeemed 
uld noFnolt convenient in reſpe& of the fragments 
b b 2 them - 


A r 
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themſelyes. It is alſo hoped, that there are 
but few perſons, who, upon forming a gene! 
ral notion of M. Paſcal's deſign, will not ſup 
ply by their own judgment the defect of this 
diſpolition ; and who, after an attentive req 
gard to the different matters here diſplayed, 
will not, in ſome meaſure, conceive how they 
ſtand related, according to the original ideas 
of the author. q 
Mien we be fo happy as to ſee a per. 
te& tranſcript of the forementioned diſcourſe, 
in the ſame order in which it was delivered. 
we ſhould have ſomewhat to comfort us un. 
der our loſs of the greater work; of whichſ| 
we ſhould by this means enjoy ſome imper: 
fect model. But it pleaſed Gop to deprive} 
us of both theſe benefits. For M. Paſcal fel 
ſdon after into a languiſhing diſtemper, Which 
held him during the four laſt years of his life; 
and which, tho? it did not betray itſelf by ma- 
ny outward ſigns, nor oblige him to be a pri 
ſoner to his bed, or his chamber, yet very 
much incommoded him, and, in a manner, 
rendered him incapable of applying bimleit 
to buſineſs of any kind: inſomuch that the 
chief care and employment of thoſe about 
him was to hinder him from writing, and e. 
ven from ſpeaking of any thing which re. 
quired intention and force of {pirit, and 9 
entertain him only with indifferent things, and 
ſuch as could no way diſorder or fatigue him, 
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which he never afterwards touched or reyil! 
ed, will not make ſome gueſs what the eng 
tire work muſt have been, had the authof 
perfectly recovered, and found opportunity 
to give it his laſt hand: he who-had the art of 
placing things in ſo goodly an order, and inf 
Jo fair a light; who gave ſo particular, (| 
noble, and raiſed, a turn to all that he ſaid] 
who deſigned that this performance ſhoali 
be more laboured than all his former pieces; 
who had reſolved to employ in it his whole 
ſtrength of genius, and all the talents which 
Gop had given him; and who had manyfi 
times declared, that it would have requiredf 
ten years of ſound health to bring it to per 
fection. k 

IT being well known that M. Paſcal half 
thus engaged himſelf in the cauſe of religion, 
great care was uſed at his death to collect al 
his writings on this ſubject. They were found 
all together, tied up in ſeveral bundles, bu: 
without order or connection; becauſe, as we 
before obſerved, theſe were but the rude ex- 
preſſions of his thoughts, which he ſet down 
in broken papers as they occationally offered 
themſelves. And then the whole was ſo in: 
perfect, and fo very ill written, that it ſeem: 
ed no ordinary labour barely to decipher it, 

THz firſt thing that was done was to get 
the papers copied, ſuch as they were at pre-c 
ſent, and with the ſame confuſion in which 


they lay. But when this was performed, _ y 
the 
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e fragments more eaſily peruſed and exa- 
ined in the copy than in the author's manu- 
pt, they appeared at firſt view ſo indigeſt- 
, lo little purſued, and, for the moſt part, 
> obſcure, that *twas very long e' er the par- 
es concerned were brought to entertain any 
elign of printing them, tho? frequently urg- 

by perſons of the greateſt note, with the 


revilf 
he en! 
iutchod 
tunit 
art of 
ind inf 
lar, (ol 
- {aid 


ſhoulWolt preſſing inſtances and ſolicitations; be- 
weces;FWule they well underſtood, that they ſhould 
whol:Mot anſwer the expectation, and fill up the i- 
Whichea which had been long conceived of the 
manyMWndertaking, by ſending abroad theſe remains 
quiredWnder ſo manifeſt diſadvantages. 


Ar length they found themſelves obliged 
give way to the deſire and impatience 
hich almoſt all the world ſeemed daily to ex- 
refs. And they were the rather prevailed 
pon to give their conſent, becauſe they hop- 

that the readers would have ſo much juſ- 


iy 
ce, as to diſtinguiſh between a finiſhed per- 


0 Pere 


al had 
]ipio1,] 
lect alll 
> found 
es, but 


as weſſþ-mance, and the firſt lines of a piece, and 
ude e gueſs at the beauty of the work by the 


t downfdeit and moſt imperfect draught. The pub- 
offeredÞation therefore was reſolved upon, but 
s ſo im ere being ſeveral ways of executing it, ſome 
t ſeem ſuc was again ſpent in conſidering which to 
her it. Nee. | 
sto ge T's moſt obvious, and, without doubt, 
at pre e moſt eaſy manner was to let them be print- 
Which in all reſpects as they were found. But 
ed, and was ſoon perceived, that this would entirely 
the þ obſtruct 


” 
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obſtruct all the uſe and benefit that might othe 
ways be promiſed from them: becauſe tho 
thoughts which ſeemed to be more finiſhe 
and more connected, to be expreſſed wit 
reater clearneſs and carried to a better head 
4s intermixt and almoſt overwhelmed wit 
ſo many others which were imperfe&, o 
ſcure, unwrought, and ſome of them utter 
unintelligible to any but the author, ther 
was — reaſon to apprehend, that the latte 
would highly prejudice the former, and th: 
this volume of broken meditations, which mu 
{well to ſo great and fo very unprofitable 
bulk, could be only looked on as a confule 
maſs, without order, dependence, or ule, 
THERE was another way of publiſhin 
theſe reliques: and that was, to ſpend ſon 
labour upon them before they went to hill 
reſs, in illuſtrating ſuch refle&ions as wer 
obſcure, finiſhing thoſe that were imperte$ 
and in carrying on the deſign of the auth 
thro? all the fragments, ſo as, in a great me 
ſure, to accompliſh the work which he h. 
begun. This method was evidently the me 
perfect, but then it was exceedingly diffici 
to be purſued, However, the thing ſtop 
here for a time, and ſome ſteps were actua 
made towards the performance, Yet it v 
at laſt reſolved to reject this expedient as we 
as the former: it being conſidered, that *tv 
a thing next to impoſſible to fall regulariy 


to the meaſures of an author, 92 0 
[ap ecea 


Os 
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ceaſed author; and that this would not be 


tothe 
preſent the world with M. Paſcal's offspring 


e tho 


ſiniſneſht with ſomewhat of a quite different com- 
d witWexion and conſtitution. ; 
r head T'o avoid the inconvenience of both theſe 
ed wilfopolals, a middle way was found, which 
ect, oi been here followed by the publiſhers, 
utteriWhey have only ſelected from the whole 
„ therWmber of ſcattered thoughts ſuch as they 
e latte lged to be the moſt finiſhed and moſt intelli- 


ind th: 


le; and theſe they have preſented to the 
ch mu 


rid, without addition or alteration: ex- 


fitable Wpting that whereas they lay before confuſed- 
ontulel difpcrſed, without order and dependence, 
= y ere now put into ſome kind of method, 
1blifhir 


d redueed under common heads, a 


nd ſonſſ their reſpective ſubjects. As for all thoſe 


t to ich were too imperfect, or obſcure, it was 
as Velcrmined entirely to ſuppreſs them. 

nperfe: No but that there were many admirable 
e authWctions of this latter kind, and ſuch as 


eat me 
h he h. 
the me 


ght afford very noble views, if thoroughly 
prehended. But as it had been a ſettled 
e, that no endeavours ſhould be uſed to- 


_ dither ds illuſtrating and completing them, fo in 

g ſtoppMir preſent condition they muſt have been 
actually uſeleſs. I ſhall produce one example, 
et it Viiurnith the reader with ſuck an idea as may 

it as Wt him in forming a judgment of the reſt, 
hat tue eflection, as we found it in the author's 
_ n words, is as follows: A mechanic ſpeaking 
-jally 0f 


hes ; a ſollicitor ſpeaking of war, or of regal 


deceal fate, 
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fate, &c. But the rich diſcourſe well of rich 
a king ſpeaks coldly of a vaſt preſent which he Mr » 
about to mate; and GOD diſcourſeth- well | 
GOD. "=o 
TH1s fragment contains a moſt excellef 
thought: but ſuch as few, perhaps, will 
able to penetrate ; becauſe it appears ſo i 
tricate, abrupt and conciſe, that ib the auth 
had not frequently delivered himſelf to t. 
ſame purpoſe in converſation with his friend 
it would have been no eaſy task, to retriei 
it from ſo confuſed and perplexed an expre| 
ſion. Let us examine it more nearly, aj 
obſerve where the ſecret beauty is conceal} 
M. Paſcal had made a great number of ve 
particular obſervations on the ſtile of the Ho 


- Scriptures, of the Goſpel eſpecially; and h: 
diſcerned many excellencies, which perha ſuf 
none ever reached before him. AmongWs ot 
other things, he was wont to admire the e 
tive ſimplicity ; and, if we may ſo term Woot 
the co/dne/s and unconcernedneſs, with whiiF8'is 
our LORD ſeemed to ſpeak of the great ”: 
and moſt important ſubjects: as for inſtan 


of the kingdom of GOD, of the glory of 
ſaints in heaven, and of the pains of hefe! 
without dilating upon theſe topics, as the hei 
thers, and all other writers are obſerved to Hped 
And he ſaid the true reaſon of this differcn<> 
was, that the particulars before mention I, 
tho? infinitely noble and ſublime in reſpect H !t 
us, were by no means ſo in reſpect of EH 
CHER}: 
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Rr H; and that therefore *twas natural 
r him to ſpeak of them without aſtoniſhment 
admiration : as we hear a general ſpeaking 
the ſiege of ſome place of conlequence, or 
his ſucceſs in a mighty battle, without be- 
moved or affected; or, as a king expreſſ- 
h himſelf with indifference about a ſum of 
any thouſands, which a private perſon, or 
mechanic, could not name without the high- 
exaggerations. ; 

Tuls is the thought which is really couch- 
under thoſe few words of the fragments 
pw recited : and this conſideration, added to 
any of the like nature, cannot fail of ſup- 
ying rational and ſober men with an argu- 


10 ent for our LORD's diviniy. 

Lan perſuaded that this one inſtance may 
nal ſufficient, not only for a ſtandard in judg- 
nos of almoſt all the other fragments which 


ve been retrenched ; but likeways for a 


1 ; u 

1 Woot of the little application, and even the 
hid&gligence with which the greateſt part of 
ate. Paſcal's remains were written, And ag 


Is will juſtify what was before aſſerted, that 
e author writ them, in effect, for none but 
mſelf, and without the leaſt apprehenſion 
they appearing abroad in this dreſs, fo *tis 


ped it may, in ſome meaſure; excuſe the fail- 
eres with which they come attended. 
one if, in the preſent collection, the reader 
ct a ſtill meet with ſome thoughts which are 


EP: altogether free from obſcurity, I believe 
RI | that 
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that as his attention will ſoon render them 
telligible, ſo it will engage him to conſe 
that they are no leſs happy than others, ag 
that it was better to preſent them under the 
own ſententious brevity, than to explain the 
by a multitude of words, which would onf 
have rendered them faint and languiſhing, a 
would have defeated one of their princiy 
graces, the faying much in little compaſs. 
AN inſtance of this kind we have in t 
chapter, entituled, The proofs of ESU 
C Ry RIST þy the prephecies ; where the 
thor expreſſeth himſelf in the following term 


0 
The prophets have interwoven particular prophe, 121 
with thoſe concerning the Meſſias: that ne 
the prophecies concerning the Meſlias ſhould He v 
without their proof, nor the particular proph"WMbly 
evithout their fruit, In this fragment he gie 
the reaſon why the prophers, whole Ob 
were fixed on the Maſias only, and who, Her 
all appearance, ought to have foretold Mat c 
thing but what bore a relation to him, doe p. 
frequently inſert other matters, which fe no 


to be indifferent and unprofitable to their « 
fign. Which, he tells us, was done, .me 
theſe particular events being accompliſ de! 
day by day in the eyes of all the world ery © 
actly as they were foretold, the authors Wind; 
them might be inconteſtably acknowledge di 
as prophets ; and, conſequently, nons me 
doubt of the truth and certitude of their Hun or 
dictions concerning the Maſias: lo that Wired 


* 
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is means as on the one hand, the prophe- 
s which regarded the Meffias, in ſome ſort 
rived their evidence and authority from the 
rticular prophecies, which were thus ma- 
feſtly verified; fo, on the other hand, theſe. 
rticular prophecies, ſerving in ſuch a man- 
er to evince and authorize thoſe which re— 
irded the Maſias, were not without their 
uit and benefit. This is the ſenſe of the 
ove mentioned paſſage, in its true light and 
ſt extent. But there is no man who will not 
ke a much greater pleaſure and ſatisfaction 
opening it himſelf, than in finding it thus 
cared and unravelled to his hand. 

I THINK it not impertinent, in order to 
e undeceiving certain perſons who may pol- 
ly expect to meet here with geometrical 
oofs and demonſtrations of the exiſtence of 
OD, the immortality of the foul, and many 
ner articles of Chriſtian faith, to aſſure them, 
at this was never the deſign of the author, 
le propoled to evince theſe truths of religi- 
n not by demonſtrations, founded on ſelf. 
ident principles, and therefore able to over- 
"me the obſtinacy of the moſt hardened in- 
del; nor by metaphyſical reaſons, which, 
ery often, rather unſettle than perſuade the 
ind; nor by common places drawn from 
e divers effects of nature; but by moral 
W'guments, which operate more on the will, 
gin on the underſtanding. That is; he re- 
bed to make it his chief aim, rather to dif 


; o pole 
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poſe and engage the heart, than to convince... 
and ſubdue the judgment; becauſe he kney 
that the paſſions and vitious inclinations, whic 


g 
corrupt the will, are the | cms obſtacl-WM..; 
and prejudices which we labour under; are. 
that if theſe were once removed out of thi or 
way, the underſtanding would not long reſ\M.; ! 
the light and aſſurance of faith, do 
Tus much will be eaſily obſerved fro hlin 
the following papers. But the author has dd! 
clared himſelf more expreſsly on this point Mhts 
one of the fragments which remain unpubliſihen 
ed. I hall not here (lays he) undertake to provifey 
by natural reaſons, either the exiſtence of GOD: d 
or the myſtery of the Holy Trinity, or the immor!'We G 
(ity of the foul, or any other truth of the ſame order Yf the 
not only becauſe I think myſelf unable 19 produce a T 
ſuch argument from nature, as ſhall convince Id at 
ſettled Atheiſt ;, but becauſe all ſuch knowleage, wil her 
out JESUS CHRIST, is unprofitable and viWth f 
ren. After a man was perſetily well per ſuacWnde 
that the proportions of numbers are really immancei 
rial, eternal truths, depending on the firſt and once, 

Fginal truth in which they ſubjiſt, and which is 1 of 
other than GOD, I ſhould think him but very UH 
advanced in the affair of his ſalvation. v 

Some, again, may be ſurprized to find Mpa 
this collection ſo great a diverſity of thought g. 
many of which ſeem very remote from the fin of 
je that M. Paſcal undertook to illuſtrate. But as 
it ought to be conſidered, that his deſign v, Nel, 


really of a larger extent than we may imagine 
| h 185 and 
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d not levelled barely againſt atheiſtical per- 
ns, nor againſt thoſe who deny ſome funda- 
ental article of faith. The great love and 
cular veneration which he had for religion 
ade him impatient, not only when he ſaw it 


rectly ſtruck at, but when it was in the leaſt 
thWorec corrupted or impaired. In fo much 
at he profeſſedly oppoſed himſelf to all thoſe 


ho attacked it either in its truth, or in its 
lineſs : that is, not only Atheiſts, Infidels 
d Heretics, who refuſe-to ſubmit their falſe 
hts of reaſon to the evidence of faith; but 
en to ſuch Chriſtians and Catholicks, as tho? 
-y continue within the pale of the church, 
t do not conform their lives to the purity of 
: Goſpel maxims, which are propoſed to us, 
the meaſure and rule of all our actions. 

Tris was his deſign: and this was great 


here collected. Yet the reader will meet 
th ſome obſervations, which have no de- 
ndence on it, and which indeed were never 
ceived under ſuch a relation: as for in- 
nce, the greateſt. part of thoſe in the chap- 
of Miſcellaneous Thoughts, which were like- 
ys found amongſt the papers of M. Paſcal, 
which were therefore permitted to ac- 
apany the reſt, becauſe hy book 1s not 
v given to the world, barely as a refuta- 


: (ub of Atheiſm, or a diſcourſe upon Religion, 
Bull «5 a collection of Monſ. Paſcal's Thoughts 


Religion, and other ſubjecbs. 
Cc 2 I TaiNE 


d ample enough to take in the main of what 
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ITHINxE there is nething behind in th 

preface, but to ſay ſomewhat of the Auth 

now we have done ſpeaking of his won 
Such an addition may not only ſeem jult : 
proper, but may likeways-turn to excelle 
uſe, by ſhewing us how M. Paſcul firſt ente 
into that eſteem for religion, and thoſe fer 
ments about it, which engaged him 40 for 
the model of ſo great an undertaking. 

Ix the preface to his treatiſes of the #; 
librium of liquors, and of the Gravity of t 
air, a brief relation has been already given 
the manner in which he paſſed his childbo 
of the vaſt progreſs made by him, with 
greateſt celerity, in all the parts of hu 
and profane knowledge, to which he appl 
bimſelf, eſpecially in the mathematies; oft 
ſtrange and ſurpriſing method by which 
Vas taught this Jaſt ſcience at the age of ele 
or twelve; of the little works which he wo 
then compoſe, and which always 2 
far above the ſtrength and capaciry of th 
years ; of the prodigious and aſtoniſhing fo 


of his genius, diſcovered in his arithmeii T 
inſtrument, which he invented between ni hi 
teen and twenty; and, in fine, of his cure 
experiments about a Vacuum, performed al K 
Roan, in the preſence of the moſt conſihng ju 
able perſons of that city, where he reis ſp 
for ſome time, while his father was emploMez\t . 
there in the king's ſervice as Intendant of rom 


So that I ſhall not repeat what was then 
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t only repreſent in a few words by what 
eans he was at length induced to deſpiſe all 
eſe things, and with what kind of ſpirit he 
aſſed his concluding years: by which he no 
ſs evidenced the greatneſs and ſolidity of his 
jety and virtue, than he had before demon- 
rated the force, the extent, and the admi- 
able penetration of his judgment. 

Hr had, by the particular Providence of 
0D, been preſerved from thoſe vices into 
hich young gentlemen are ſo often betrayed: 
d, what ſeemed very extraordinary in ſo 


iſpoſed to Scepticiſm in religious matters, 
aving always confined his curioſity to natu- 
| things. He has often faid, that he owed 
his obligation, amongſt many others, to his 
xcellent father, who, having himſelf the moſt 
rofound veneration for religion, took care 
o inſtill the ſame into him from his infancy, 
wing him this for a maxim, that whatever is 
e object of faith cannot be the object of rea- 
Mn, and therefore ought much leſs to bow 
nd ſubmit to it. | 

Tus inſtructions, frequently repeated 
o him by a father for whom he had the high: 
t reſpect, and in whom he obſerved a gene- 
al knowledge, joined with a ſtrong and pierc- 
ng judgment, made ſo deep an impreſſion on 
is ſpirit, that he was never inclined to the 
eaſt doubt, by the diſcourſes which he heard 
rom Libertines ; whom, with fo carly a dit 
Cc 2 cernment 


ice and inquiſitive a genius, he was never 


4 
5 
V 
[ 


XxX TAE PREFACE. 
cernment, he looked upon as men guided 
this falſe principle, that human reaſon is ab 
all things, and as thoſe who were utter {tr 
gers to the nature of faith. | 

Bor having paſſed his youthful days 

ſuch employments and diverſions as app: 
very innocent to the eyes of the world, 
_ GOD ſo to touch his heart, as to 
im perfectly underſtand that the Chriſtian 
ligion obligeth us to live for GOD only,: 
to propoſe no other object or aim. And u 
truth appeared to him fo evident, fo. uſe it 
and ſo neceſſary, that it made him enter ond 
reſolution of retiring and diſengaging him ai. 
by degrees from all his worldly dependenciWirn 
to attend wholly on this one deſign, fic 
Hz had indeed taken up ſuch a defire is 
. and of devoting himſelf to a me 
1oly and Chriſtian life, while very your 
and this had before moved him entirely tf 


' bandon all profane ſtudies, in order to Hith 
giving himſelf to thoſe only which might his 
ſerviceable to his own lalvation, and to tba. 
others. But the continual illneſſes into wh! « 
he fell diverted him many years from his th. 
ole, and retarded the full execution of ir 
*till he arrived at the age of thirty. or 
IT was then that he began to labour int ! 
' with all his force; and that he might the hin 
eaſily obtain his wiſh, and cut off all bie 
gagements at one ſtroke, he changed his nd 
Aer! 


ings, and ſoon after removed into the count! 
Whel 
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ed hence returning after ſome time, he fo well 
aba gified his reſolution of forſaking the world, 


at, in fine, the world forſook him. The 
onduct and regulation of his privacy he eſta- 
iſhed on theſe two principal maxims, to re- 
ounce all pleaſure, and all 3 on 
heſe he ever fixed his eye, ſtudying to make 
earer advances towards them, and to attain 
very day new degrees of perfection. 

Ir was his continual application to theſe 
vo noble maxims that enabled him to ſuſtain 
ith ſo exemplary a patience all his ſickneſs 
nd ſufferings, which ſcarce left him free from 
ain during his life: it was this that enjoined 
nei im to practiſe ſo rigorous and ſevere a mor- 

fication towards himſelf, not only denying 
ire Wis ſenſes whatever was agreeable to them, 
mur taking without uneaſineſs or diſguſt, and 
bun ven with joy and ſatisfaction, any thing that 
eight ſeem diſtaſteful, when it was proper 
o eicher as nouriſhment, or as phyſic: it was 
hi his that engaged him to retrench every day 
haf bat he judged not abſolutely neceſſary, either 
whey” cloaths, or food, or furniture, or in any 
sher accommodation: it was this that in- 
of Hired him with fo great and ardent a love 

or poverty, as to make it the ruling thought 
aher his mind, fo that he never undertook any 
mo bing till he had firſt asked himſelf, whether 
11 poverty was conſiſtent with ſuch a propoſal; 
and, on all occaſions, expreſſed ſo much ten- 
vcrne(s and affection towards the poor, as ne- 
ver 


{tr; 
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ſtow/ very largely on a charitable account 
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yer to refuſe an alms, and many times to bf 


tho? out of his own neceſſary ſubſiſtence: | 
was from this that he could not bear any nic; 
ty in providing things for his convenience 
uſe; and that he ſo much blamed the humoif 
of ſearching after curioſities, and the deſi 
of excelling in all things, as of employing t 
very beſt artiſts, of having every thing mat 
in the neweſt faſhion, and many other {a 
cies, which are wont to be gratified witho! 
{cruple, becauſe they are . upon 
harmleſs, tho' to him they bore a quite di 
ferent aſpect: to conclude, it was this th 
prompted him to perform a great number 
moſt remarkable and moſt Chriſtian aCtior 
which I forbear here to relate, that I m 
not ſeem tedious, and becauſe I attempt n 
to compoſe a life, but only to convey ſon 
idea of the piety and virtue of M. Paſcal, | 
thoſe who had not the happineſs of his : 
quaintance: for, as for thoſe who knew hin 
and who were admitted to his company dur: ; 
his latter years, as I do not take upon me toi f 
form them by what I write, ſo I doubt 18 
but they will teſtify in my- behalf, that 
might ſtill have enlarged on many worthy pi 
ticulars, which I have now choſen to pi 
over in ſilence. 


ther 
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nic 
„uE Thoughts which make up this book 
Jeſi having been compoſed and written by 


Uonfieur Paſcal, after the manner report- 

in the Preface, that is, as they happens | 
d to come into his mind, without ſequel or | 
der; the reader cannot ſuppoſe that be q 
4 find any great regularity in the chap» 
ers of this collection, which conſ/ift, for the 
wi part, of many independent thoughts 
anged together under the ſame heads, for 
p other reaſon but becauſe there appeared 
ome kind of affinity between their ſubjects. 
But tho, from the bare reading of any pa- 
"SW agraph, it might with eaſe be determined, 
Wobether it be a continuation of that which 
receeded, or whether it belongs to a new 
teſign ; yet, for the more convenience, it was 
Fe proper to make uſe of ſome particu- 
"Br mark of diſtinction. Thoſe paragraphs, 
therefore, which have an aſterijc(*) prefixed 
o them, will be known to be ſuch as are of 
a quite 


El 
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2 quite different piece, and entirely ſeparal 
from the foregoing. And thoſe which war 
this mark will as eafily be known to mai 
but one and the ſame diſcourſe, and to hal 
been found, in this very order and method, i 
mongſt the Author's original papers. 1 


T H £8"* 


* T HE 
PREFACE 
4 OF THE . 


IrRANS LAT OR. 


: Ns the name of Monſieur Paſcal is dear 
\ to all who have the happineſs to be 
acd with what is either profound in know- 
ae, or exact in wit, fo the deſign and man- 
W: of the following work are diſplayed at 
ae in the excellent preface of thoſe friends 
& whoſe care it was made publick. Yet the 
W1:{[ator, being obliged to offer ſome excu- 
W for himſelf, is contented to premiſe ſome 
Wommendations of his author, wiſhing thoſe 
app car as juſt as theſe will prove unne- 
Wiſary. 

Is the main attempt we are ſhewn what 
We: Greateſt Genius could do on the Greateſt 
pbject: for tho? the draught is far from being 
Pied, yet it conſiſts entirely of maſter- 
okes, and therefore may the more eaſily 
diſpenſed with for the want of colouring 
Id ſhade, | 

to conſider ſome of the principal parts. 
Ne moſt rational and moſt pathetical addrel- 
| to the Sceptics demonſtrate, that were 
e utmolt latitude indulged to theſe men, till 
they 


TE 
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this ſpirit of indifference, the author has | 


TRANSLATOR's PREFACE. 
they ſhould be lol} in their privilege of f 
thinking, they could not otherways recoyl 
and come to themſelves, but by lettling uy 
on the foundations of faith, which is as 
tural a cure for the wanderings of reaſon, | 
reaſon ii!2If 13 for the extravagancies of in 
gination : and that the only cauſe why ſo n 
ny have miſcarried in this adventure, | 
been their want of ſtrength to go thro? '' 
courle, and to ride out that ſtorm which vi 
or raſpneſs, had brought upon their faculti 
It will be obſerved, that in one eſſay again 


ceeded upon the ſuppoſition of his adver 
ries, and has evinced, that if reaſon {as} 
pretended) were doubtful in the caſe, yet H 
dence ought to incline to the ſafer fide, er 
it ſhould likeways be obſerved, that a pe 
lar advertiſement is prefixed to that chat 
and that this was a way of arguing wg 
Mon. Paſcal, or his friends, confeſſed to ft 
in need of an apology. By 

The metaphylical ſpeculations ſeem n 
refined and accompliſhed, not only for tl 
ſurpriſing novelty, and for the engaging m 
ner in which they are delivered, bur chic 
on account of thoſe more ſublime views M'* 
which they terminate and conſpire, For Non 
abſurd to condemn the jejuneneſs of the WH''* 
tients in this ſcience, if our reaſonings be 
heatheniſh as their language was Harb, en 
aud if inſtead of the dry trunks of their tc 
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d diſtinctions, (which being rightly tran: 
anted, we might improve into uſeful fruit) 
e cultivate.an unprofitable elegance, and un- 
r al! the verdure of expreſſion betray a bar- 
nnels of thought. Which is yer the caſe of 
ele abitracted doctrines, when railed upon 
rinciples merely human; upon that wiſdom 
hich is earthly, and cometh of the earth, but is 
xt watered from above, or mingled with the 
duntains of truth. Whereas, therefore, ſome 
rofeſſing this retired knowledge have much 
1paired the credit of their labours, by ſeem- 
g to derogate from that of the Holy Scrip- 
ure; Monſieur Paſcal, by his accurate know- 
der of i its harmony and agreement, his pecu- 
ar diſcernment of prophecics and miracles, 
nd his (ſingular art of illuſtrating and com- 
aring different texts, has made it appear 
cnerable, even to ſuch as are not wont to 
af ic with his fincerity of intention, and his 
y Chriſtian heart. 

1 uſeful are thoſe curious inquiries con- 
erning che extent and diviſibility of matter, 
„od the powers of numbers, (of which the 
18> ich or had fo vaſt acomprchenſion) in render- 
Mg the myſteries of nature ſubſeryient to thoſe 
* df fair h; in abaſing the pride of our under- 
oy landing, and in alcribing glory to Him who 
or one is truly ute, and who, while he has 
ne Nen tus ability to make and compare theſe 
be ceming infinities, does yet preſent us with 
- Wo:nething, even in theſe, which is much more 
Le d unfa- 
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prayer annexed, by evincing that this gres 


TRANSLATOR's PREFACE. 


unfathomable to our Perkectzons, than cor 
menfurate to his own? How may the re? 
tions upon mankind, fo ſprightly and vigorouf 
ſo penetrating and ſenſtble, invite us to oi 
ſerve, that the ſentence which the wiſeſt g 
men fo long fince pronounced on mortal 1 
nity, has been moſt ſtrongly confirmed "i 
thoſe who have made the neareſt approachg A 
to his wiſdom ; and that, as he reſolved 806 
whole matter, (al that was good ot great 1 
life) into the fearing Gop and keeping his con 
mandments; ſo thefe have centred all their co 
templations in religious belief and practice 
as the only things which can reſtore the cM 
dit of our nature, and reconcile us to ff 
own good opinion? How do the thoughts uy 
on death exalt the conſolations of philofoptl 
into the hope and aſſurance of religion? U 
Emilius, or Cato, or Tully, deliver themſehq ha 
with fo compoſed gravity, and yet ſo tend 
affection on the lots of their children, as \Þ 


| Paſcal has done on that of his father? O. „ 


was he not, indeed, an early proficient | 
that better {chool and diſcipline, which 1 
could make him wri/er than the ancients, auen. 
give him more underſtanding than thoſe: reach 3 
and examples : ? Laſtly, does he nar, in thi 

chapter of miſcellancous thoughts, diſcord! 
the ſame true reliſh of what is juſt and nat 
ral, in ftyle and behaviour, as before of w 

is deep and ſolid in reaſon? And does not ti 
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all 
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1 univerſal capacity was animated by a true 
it of humility and devotion, ſeem equally 
oper to complete his character and his 


orks? 

WW Tic tranflator, having been almoſt inſen- 
1/8 ly engaged in this delightful task, was al- 
! Wi ards induced to communicate the fatis- 
ich aon; knowing there were ſtill many per. 


is of learning and judgment, who continu- 
it WP ftrangers to the language of the original, 
conWeher as neglecting fo'caly a conqueſt, or as 
co (piling an attainment which 1s now become 
ce cher vulgar than faſhionable, 
MY How much ſoever the performance may 
oi e ſuffered for want of thoſe advantages 
s vWF hich were pecuhar to tke author, yet it is 
opere preſented entire, excepting fome lines 
Dich directly favoured the diſtinguiſhing 
elv$&ÞGrincs of thoſe of the Roman communion. 
nde that excellent perſon thought fit to pay this 
s Momiſſion to the authority of his own church, 
O cannot be injurious to him in expreſſing 
nt Ne like veneration for ours. But conſider— 
long me great liberty with which theſe frag- 


Wen's were put together, it is not whelly im- 
able that M. Paſcal's friends might offici- 
{ly inſert ſome marks of this kind, to prove 
ehen (in their notion) à good Catholic, and to 
nat Welter his memory. from the odium of ſome, 
om, in another admirable book, (Lettres au 
il 7 , * 


* 
1 L v4 


t Hina) he had proved not to be ver 
greg Chriſtians, Yet, as to any ſuch paſlages, 
an ir 


; 
1 
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it it is not ſo generous to difpute the manner 
their coming in, as to be ſatisfied with | 


| 
| power of leaving them out, 4 
| Ar the beginning of the French editions i 
commonly meet with the large approbatif 
g of the biſhops and clergy ; and, at the «8M 
a with two diſcourſes, one on this piece, ff 
| the other on the proofs of the books: of 1 
p ſes. The former, as they are not here "| 
| ful, ſo, in ſome reſpect, they might ha 
7 ſeemed prejudicial, The latter would 9 
| paſſed with reputation, had they not the . 
advantage of appearing with M. Paſcal”s «it | 
poſitions: which 1s yet perhaps a greater pr 
than the tranſlator could obtain, ſhould I 
| now enlarge his preface to a treatiſe on WF. 5 
it author's arguments. 1 
$ 
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Cainſt an Atheiſtical Indifference. Page 1 


Marks of the true Religion. 
The true Religion proved by the Contrarieties 
which are diſcoverabls in Man, and by the 
Doctrine of Original Sin, 


. it ts by no means incredible that God ſhould unite 


h:imjelf 140 us. 


. The Submiſſion and Uſe of Reaſon, 
. Faith without Reaſoning. 


That there is more advantage in believing than 
in dicbelieving the Doctrinet of Chriſtianity, 


. The Pourtrait of a Man who has weeried him- 


fol with fearching after God by his bare Rea- 
e and who begins to read the Scriptures. 


The Injuſtice and Corruption of Man, 


8 The Jews. 
Moſes. 


Fig. Fe). 


. That the Law was figurative. 


FESUS CHRIST. 


| The 1 Evidences of JESUS CHRIST from the 


Prophecies. 


. Divers Pooefs of FESUS CHRIST. 


A711n/t Mahomet, 


Fer what Reaſons we may preſume it has pleaſed 


(734 to hide himſe!f from /ome, and to diſcloſe 
agel to others, 


10 


16 


25 
26 


27 


75 


19. That 


1 
; 
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27. Thoughts upon Miracles, 


COMNEIENTS 


19. That the true Profeſſprs of Judaiſm and of 
Chriſtianity have ever been of one and the ſame 
Religion, 


20. That GOD is not known to Advantage but thro 
FESUS CHRIST. 


21. The ſtrange Contrarieties diſcoverable in Human 
Nature with regard to Truth and Hoppine/i, 
and many other Things. Page 

22. The general Knowledge of Man. 43 

23. The Greatne/5 of Man, 

24. The Vanity of Man. 

25. The Weakneſs of Man, 

26. The Miſery of Man. 


28, Chriftian Thoughts, 
29. Moral Thoughts. 


30. Thoughts upon Death. Being an Extra from 
42 Letter of M. Paſcal's, occaſioned by 1h: 


Death of his Father. l , 

' 

31. Miſcellaneous Thong his. 1 
151 
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ur 1's Objections in his Sixth Diſcourſe on our Saviour's 
"ag: WW racks, but thoſe alſo which he and others have publiſn- 


| in other Books, are here conſidered. Firſt publiſhed a- 
hut the Year 1729. Price 6 d. Coarſe. 8 d. Fine. 


II. The LIFE of GOD in the Soul of Man; or the 
ature and Excellency of the Chriſtian Religion. With 
ine other Diſcourſes on important Subjects. By HENRY 
OUGAL, A.M. and S. T. P. To which is added, a Ser. 
jon preached at the Author's Funeral : By GEORGE 
AIRDEN, D. D. 1747. Price 3 5. 
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Pivine Songs. All Dr. Watts Moral Songs, and a Cradle 
n. Prayers and Graces, With ſome other Dialogues, 
woes, Riddles, Amuſing Queſtions, Fables, &c. For 
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ice, in ſheep, 15. and in call, 15. 4 d. 
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count of a Battle between the Antient and the Modi 
Books in St. Zames's Library; and a Diſcourſe concern 
the Mechanical Operation of the Spirit. With the al 
thor's Apology, and Explanatory Notes; by W. Wort 
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ed from the many Errors of the latter Editions, prin 
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VII. Reflexions on COURTSHIP and MARRIAGES 1 
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I. 
Againſt an Atheiftical Indifference. 


T were to be wiſhed, that the enemies of religion would 
at leaſt bring themſelves to apprehend its nature, be- 
fore they oppos'd its authority. Did religion make its 

bit of beholding God with a clear and perfect view, and 

poſſeſſing him without covering or veil, the argument 
old bear ſome colour, when men ſhould alledge, that none 
the things about them do indeed afford this pretended 
idencc, and this degree of light. But ſince religion, on 
> contrary, repreſents men as in a ſtate of darkneſs, and 
eſtrangement from Gop ; ſince it affirms him to have 
thdrawn himſelſ from their diſcovery, and to have choſ- 


in his word, the very ſtyle and appellation of Deus ab- 


1ditus ; laſtly, ſince it employs itſelf alike, in eſtabliſh- 
theſe two maxims, That God has left in his church cer- 
8: claraGers of himſelf, by which they who fincerely ſeek 
all not fail of a ſenſible conviction ; and yet That he 
s, at the ſame time, ſo far ſhaded and obſcured theſe 
aracters as to render them imperceptible to thoſe who do 
t ſeek him with their whole heart; What advantage is it 
men, who profcis themſelves negligent in the ſearch of 
th, to complain fo frequently that nothing reveals and diſ- 
ys it to them? For this very obſcurity under which 
y labour, and which they make an exception againſt the 
uch, does itſelf evince one of the two. grand points 
1 the church maintains, (without affecting the other) 
ſo far from overthrowing its doctrines, as to lend 
n 2 manifeſt confirmation and ſupport. 
Ir they would give their objections any ſtrength, *they 
git 10 urge, that they have applied their utmolt endea- 
A vou, 
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vour, and have uſed all means of information, even tho 4 
which the church recommends, without, fatistaction. * Af 
they expreſs themſelves thus, they would indeed attac! 
ligion in one of its chief pretenſions. But I hope to fe 
in the following papers, that no rational perſon can vel 1 
after this manner, and J dare aſſert that none ever did. vi 
know very well how men, under this indifferency of ih 
behave themſelves in the caſe. They ſuppoſe themſelves | 
have made the mightieſt effort towards the inſtruction oft * 
minds, when they have ſpent ſome hours in wading [ 
ſcriptures, and have asked ſome queſtions of a clers; 
concerning the articles of faith, When this is done, nm 
declare to all the world, that they have conſuited bout 
and men without ſucceſs. I ſhall be excuſed if I re 
not from telling ſuch men, (what I have often told He 
that this negle& of theirs is inſupportable. Tis not 2 
rcign or a petty intereſt which is here in debate iſ 
1 


ace ourſelves the parties, anc! all our hopes and fortunes : 
the dependiag ſtake. 

Tun immortality of the ſoul is a thing which ſo deen 
concerns, ſo infinitely imports us, that we muſt have utte 
loft our feeling to be altogether cold and remiſs in out 
quiries about it. And all our actions, or defigns, ovglt 
bend fo very diſſerent a way, according as we are ci 
encouraged or forbidden to embrace the hope of eternal if 
wards, that 'tis impoſſible for us to proceed with judo 


Ir! 
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and diſcretion, other ways than as we keep this point ah of. 
in view, which ought to be our ruling object and final ee n 

Taos is it our higheſt intereſt, no Jeis than our prince, . 
duty, to get light into a ſubje ct on which our whole con heavy 
depends. And therefore, in the number of wavering iethe 
unſatisfied men, I make the greateſt difference images 
between thoſe who labour with all their force to obtain ion, « 
{lraction, and thoſe who live without giving themſelves Tat: 
trouble, or ſo much as any thought in this affair. an thi 

I cannot but be touched with a hearty compaſſion for ti: n 
who ſincerely groan under this diſſatisfaction; who look = 


ir. as the greateſt of m:2fortunes, and who ſpare no s th 
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eser themſelves from it, by making theſe reſearches 
Wir chief employment and moſt ſerious ſtudy. But as for 
WW o> who paſs their life without reflecting on its ifſue, and 
1. for this reaſon alone, becauſe they find not ia them- 
Ives a convincing teſtimony, refuſe to ſeek it elſewhere, and 


ch as we are wont to entertain by popular ſimplicity and 
eaality, or ſuch as though obſcure in itſelf, yet is built on 
ing inmoyable foundations, I conſider them after 
ie another manner. The careleſneſs which they be- 
tn an affair where their perſon, their intereſt, their 
& or eternity is embark'd, rather provokes my reſentment 
« WM engages my pity : nay, it ſtrikes me with amazement 
ci: aſtonihment; 'tis a monſter to my apprehenſion. I 
enk not this as tranſported with the pious zeal of a ſpiri- 
l and rapturous devotion. On the contrary, I affirm, that 
e love of ourſelves, the intereſt of mankind, and the moſt 
ple and artleſs reaſon do naturally inſpire us with theſe 
ntiments ; and that to fee thus far, is not to exceed the 
cre of unrefined, uneducated men. 
IT requires no great elevation of ſoul to obſerve, that no- 
ing in this world is productive of trus contentment ; 
Jt our pleaſures are vain and fugitive, our troubles in- 
merable and perpetual ; and that, after all, death, which 
ceatens us every moment, muſt in the compaſs of a few 
ars, (perhaps of a few days) put us into the eternal conditi- 
, of Happineſs, or Miſery, or Nothing. Between us and 


TR. 


eee three great periods, or ſtates, no barrier is interpoſed but 
mec e the moſt brittle thing in all nature: and the happineſs 
ona heaven, being certainly not deſigned for thoſe who doubt 
1g iether they have an immortal part to enjoy it, ſuch per- 
s have nothing left but the miſerable chance of anuihi- 
411 ion, or of hell. 

e THERE is not any reflection which can have more reality 


an this, as there is none which has. greater terror. Let 
[ct the braveſt face on our condition, and play the he- 
e a1itfully as we can, yet ſee here the iſſue which at- 
c goodliett life upon earth! | 

A 2 "Tis 


=D cxumine to the bottom, whether the opinion propos'd be 
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Tis in vain for men to turn aſide their thoughts from 
eternity which awaits them, as it they were able to v8 
ſtroy it, by denying it a place in their imagination. It 
ſiſts in ſpight of them; it advanceth unobſerv'd ; if 
death, which is to draw the curtain from it, will in a f 
time infallibly reduee them to the dreadful neceſſity of 
ing for ever nothing, or for ever miſerable. 

WE have here a doubt of the moſt affrighting con 
quence, and which therefore to entertain may be well eſter: 
ed the moſt grievous of misfortunes : but, at the ſame tir 
tis cur indiſpenſible duty not to ly under it, without (tr 
pling for deliverance. 

He then who doubts, and yet ſeeks not to be reſoh 
is equally unhappy and unjuſt. But if, withal, he appe 
eaſyandcompoſed ; if he freely declares his indifference; a 
it he takes a vanity in profeſſing it, and ſeems to make! 
molt deplorable condition the ſubject of his pleaſure 
Joy, I have not words to fix à name on fo extravagait 
creature. Where's the very poſſibility of entring into thi 
thoughts and reſolutions ? what delight is there in exp: 
ing miſery without end? what vanity in finding one's 
encompaſſed with impenetrable darkneſs? or what conſul 
on in deſpairing for ever of a comforter ? 

To fit down with ſome fort of acquieſcence under ( 
tal an ignorance is a thing unaccountable beyond all 
preſſion ; and they who live with ſuch a diſpoſition 0: 
to be made ſenſible of its abſurdity and ſtupidity, by ha 
their inward reflections laid open to them, that they = 
grow wiſe by the proſpect of their own folly. For, be 
how men are wont to reaſon, while they obſtinately ren 
thus ignorant of what they are, ang retuſe all methocꝭ 
inſtruction and illumination 

Wuo has ſent me into the world, I know not; a 
world is, I know not, nor what I am myſelf. I am unde 
aſtoniſhing and terrifying ignorance of all things. 14 
not what my body is, what my ſenſes, or my ſoul, This 
ry part of me which thinks what I ſpeak, which refed! 


on every thing elſe, and even upon itſelf, yet is as n. 
itrar! 
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behold theſe frightful ſpaces of the univerſe with 
ich I am encompaſſed ; and I find myſelf chained to one 
tle corner of the vaſt extent, without underſtanding why 
am placed in this ſeat, rather than in any other; or why 
is moment of time, given me to live, was aſſigned rather 
ſuch a point, than at any other of the whole eternity 
ich was before me, or of all that which is to come after me. 
ec nuthing but infinities on all ſides, which devour and 
I allow me up, like an Atom; or like a ſhacow, which en- 
es but a ſingle inſtant, and is never to return. The 
"Wn of my knowledge is, that I muſt ſhortly die: but that 
: ich J am moſt ignorant of, is this very death which I feel 
unable to decline. 
asl know not whence J came, ſo I know not whither 
go: only this I know, that, at my departure ont of the 
rid, J muſt either tal] for ever into nothing, or into the 
nds of an incenſed Gop, without being capable of decid- 
g which of theſe two conditions ſhall eternally be my por- 
n. Such is my Pate; full of weakneſs, obſcurity, and 
reichedneſs. Anil from all this I conclude, that J ought, 
crefore, to paſs all the days of my lite, without conſider- 
# what is hereafter to befall me; and that 1 have no- 
ing to do but to tollow my inclinations, without reflexi- 
or dil quiet, in doing all that which, if what men ſay of 
miſerable eternity prove true, will infailibly plunge me in- 


0. ; » 0 . . , 
it. Tis poſſible I might find ſome light to clcar up my 
hay bee h \ L. , : - I — 8 12 
dts; but I ſhall not take a miavte's pains, nor ſtir one 
x4 een the ſearch of it. On the contrary, I am reſolved to 
bol with ſcorn and derifion who labour in this in- 
by Wy and care; and fo to run, without fear or foreſight, 
00 * | - 3 
— n the trial of the grand event ; permitting myſelf to be 
4 | * 
;  fottly on to death, utterly uncertain as to the eternal if- 
1 


e of my future condition. 
Is carneſt, tis a glory to religion to have ſo unreaſon- 


rn 
ſh 

* » * : . * = . * * 
ie men for its profeſs'd euemiecs ; and their oppoſition is 


” bn If. „ 5 | 3 
* little danger, thai it ſerves to illuſtrate the principal 
— 1 514 N ; * , : 4 * . 

* ute which our religion teaches, For the main ſcope of 
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anger to its own nature as the dulleſt thing I carry about 
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Chriſtian ſaith is to eſtabliſh theſe two principles, the «lf 
ruption of nature, and the redemption by 7eſus Chriſt. 


theſc oppoſers, if they are of no uſe towards demonſtrati 


the truth of the redemption, by the ſanctity of their le 


yet are, at Jealt, admirably uſeful in ſhewing the corruptic 
of nature, by fo unnatural ſentiments and ſuggeſtions. 


NoTHING is ſo important to any man as his own eſtate ali 
condition; nothing ſo great, ſo amazing, as eternity. If H 
fore we find perſons indifferent to the loſs of their bei 


and to the danger of endleſs miſery, tis impoſſible that th 
temper ſhould be natural. They are quite other men in: 
other regards: they fear the Gnallcſt inconveniencies ; t! 
ſee them as they approach, and fcei them if they ani» 
and he who paſſeth days and nights in chagrine or de{par 
for the loſs of an employment, or for ſome imaginary d. 
miſh in his honour, is the very ſame mortal who knows t 
he mult Joſe all by death, and yet remains without difqui 
reſeritment or emotion. This wonderful inſenſibility vi 
reſpect to things of the molt fatal conſequence, in a he 


ſo nicely ſenſible of the meaneſt trifles, is an altoniſhing pn 


digy, an unintelligible enchantment, a ſupernatural bliu 
nels and infatuation. 

A man in a cloſe dungeon, who knows not whether {: 
tence of death is paſſed upon him, who is allowed te 
hour's ſpace to inform himſelf concerning it, and that « 
hour ſufficient, in caſe it have paſſed, to obtain its reve: 
would act contrary to nature and ſenſe, ſhould he ni 
uſe of this hour not to procure information, but to pri! 
bis vanity or ſport, And yet ſuch is the condition of | 
perſons whom we are now deſcribing : only with this dig 
rence, that the evils with which they are every moni! 
threatened do infinitely ſurpaſs the bare loſs of life, a 
that tranſient puniſhment which the priſoner is ſuppoſe”! 
apprehend. Yet they run thoughtleſs upon the precipit 
having only caſt a veil over their eyes, to hinder u 
from diſcerning it, and divert theniſelves with the offi 
vuineſs of ſuch as charitably warn them of their dang? 


TE. 
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Tyvs, not the zeal alone of thoſe who heartily ſeek Gon 
monſtrates the truth of religion, but like ways the blind- 
oo who utterly forbear to ſeek him, and who pals 
days under fo horrible a neglect. There muſt needs 
= : ſtrange turn and revolution in human nature, beſore 
W.. can ſubmit to ſuch à condition; much more, cer 
Wy can apploud and value themſelves upon it. For. ſup- 
bone them to have obtained an abſolute certainty that 
gere was no fear after death, but of falling into nothing; 
wht not this to be the ſubject rather of deſpair than of 
lay! And is it not therefore the higheſt pitch of ſenſe- 
s extravagance, While we want this certainty, to glory in 
ir doubt and diſtruſt ? 

Avp yet, after all, it is too viſible, that man has ſo far 
clined from his original nature, and as it were departed 
m himſelf, as to nouriſh in his heart a ſecret ſecd-plot of 
fringing up from theſe libertine reflexions. This 
atal eaſe, or indolence, between the fear of hell and of an- 
HeaiWiilation, carries ſomewhat fo tempting in it, that not on- 
WT thoſe who have the misfortune to be ſceptically inclined, 

it even thoſe who cannot unſettle their judgment, do 
t eſtcem it reputable to take up even a counterfeit diff- 
ce. For we may obſerve the largeſt part of the herd 
be of this latter kind, falſe pretenders to infidelity, and 
r2 hypocrites in atheiſm. There are perlons whom we 
ve heard declare, that the gentile way of the world con- 
is in thus acting the bravo. This is that which they 
m Hrouing off the yoke, and which the greater number 
them profeſs, not ſo much out of opinion, as out of gal- 
try and complaiſance. 

t, if they have the leaſt reſerve of common ſenſe, it 
| n0t be difficult to make them apprehend, how miſe- 
bly they abuſe themſelves, by laying fo falſe a foundation 
applauic and eſteem. For this is not the way to raiſe a 
aacter, even with worldly men, who as they are able 

pals a ſhrewd judgment on things, fo they eaſily diſcern, 
at the only method of ſucceeding in our temporal affairs 
to ve ourſelves honeſt, faithful, prudent, and cap- 

able 
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able of advancing the intereſt of our friends; beca 
men naturally love nothing but that which ſome way cg 
tributes to their uſe and benefit. But now what bene 
can we any way derive from hearing a man conſeſe, that 


has eaſed himſelf of the burthen of religion, that he j 
lVieves no on as the witnels and inſpector of his conduc + 
that he conſiders himſelf as abſolute maſter of what he de Ha 
and accountable for it only to his own mind? Will he : 
cy that we ſhall be hence induced to repoſc a greater 1 
gree of confidence in him hereafter, or to depend on 5 
comfort, his advice or aſſiſtance, in the neceſſities of | ip 
Can he imagine us to take any great delight or comp, 
cency, when he tells us, that he _— whether ont ve E 
foul be any thing more than a little wind ! and ſmoke ; e 
when he tells it us, with an air of ailurance, and a a 
that teſtifies the contentment of his heart? Is this a 0. 3 


to be ſpoken of with plealantry ? or ought it not rathe 
be lamented with the deepeſt ſadneſs, as the moſt mel; 
cholic reflexion that can ſtrike our thoughts = 

IF they would compoſe themſelves to ferious conſider 4 
on, they muſt perceive the method in which they are « 
gaged to be ſo very ill choſen, ſo repugnart to geittit 
and ſo remote even from that good air and grace wt: 
they putſur, that, on the contrary, nothing can more ei 
tually expoſe them to the contempt and averſion of mi 
kind, or mark them out for perſons defective in parts 
judgment. And indeed ſhould we demand from them 
account of their ſentiments, and of the eaſons whicl th 
have 10 entertain this fi {picion in religious matters, wi 
they offered would appear {o miſcrably weak and trifling 
rather to confirm us in our belief. This is nv mor? * 
what one of their own fraternity told them with great ina 
neſs, un och an 2ccaſton, If y2u continue (lays he) ts 4 
pute at this rate, you'll infaliibly mate me a Coriſtian, 4 
the Gentleman was in the right ; for who would not tren 
to find himſelf embarked in the fame cauſe with ſo foil 
ſo deſpicable companions, 
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aud thus it is evident, that they who wear no more than 
e outward mask of theſe principles are the molt unhappy 
nterſeits in the world; in as much as they are obliged 
put 2 continual force and conſtraint on their genius, on- 
that they may render themſelves the moſt impertinent of 
men living. | 
te they are heartily and fincerely troubled at their want 
light, let them not diſſemble the diſeaſe. Such a con- 
gon could not be reputed ſhameful ; for there is really 
name, but in being ſhameleſs. Nothing betrays ſo much 
cakneſs of Poul, as not to apprehend the miſery of man, 
hile living without GoD in the world : nothing is a ſurer 
en of extreme baſeneſs of ſpirit, than not to hope for 
e reality of eternal promiſes : no man is fo ſtigmatized a 
ward, as he that acts the bravo againſt heaven. Let them, 
erefore, leave theſe impieties to thoſe who are born with 
unhappy a judgment as to be capable of entertaining 
en in earneſt, If they cannot be Chri/itan-men, let them 
bwever be mer of honour. And let them, in concluſion, 
knowledge that there are but two ſorts of perſons who 
ce to be ſtyled reaſonable, either thoſe who ſerve Gop 
"ith ai! their heart, becauſe they know him; or thoſe who 
Wk him with all their heart, becauſe as yet they know 
im not. 
I then there are perſons whe ſincerely inquire after Gop, 
d who, being truly ſenſible of their miſery, affectionately 
elir2 to be reſcued from it, it is to theſe alone that we 
In in juſtice afford our labour and ſervice, for their di- 
tion in finding oat that light of which they feel the 
ant. 
BUT as for thoſe who live without either knowing God, 
enndeavouring to know him, they look on themſelves as 
11 little deſerving their own care, that they cannot but be 
Mvortity the care of others: and it requires all the chari- 
' of the religion which they deſpiſe, not to deſpiſe them to 
ha degree, as even to abandon them to their own folly. 
ut ſincg the fame religion obliges us to conlider them, 
ie they remain in this life, as [till capable of Gop's en- 
| bghtening 
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lightening grace; and to acknowledge it as very poſi 


2 
=. 
ett 


that, in the courle of a few days, they may be repleri 
with a fuller meaſure of faith than we now enjoy, ani 


ourſelves, on the other ſide, fall into the depths of their = 
{ent blindneſs and miſery ; we ought to do for them wha WM « 
deſire ſhouk! be done to us in their caſe, to entreat H 
that they would take pity dn themſelves, and would 
leaſt, advance a ſtep or two forward, if perchance they n 
come into the light. For which end it is wiſhed, that t it. 
would employ, in the peruſal of this piece, ſume few of 
hours which they ſpend fo unprofitably in other put 
Tis poſllible they may gain ſomewhat by the reading; Hege 
leaſt they cannot be great loſers. But if any ſhall aj 
themſelves to it, with perſect ſincerity, and with an | 
teigned deſire of knowing the truth, 1 deſpair not ofen 
ſatisſaction, or of their being convinc'd by ſo many pe. 
of our divine religion as they will here find laid togethe 7 
l 
II. GN 
| Wer 
Marks of the True Religion. #L 


HE true religion ought chiefly to diſtinguiſh i jon, 
by obliging men to the love of God. This is 9 
natural juſtice requires, and yet what no inſtitution be 


41 

the Chriſtian has ever commanded. 10 
Ir ought like ways to have ſome apprehenſion of the 1 
nate concupiſcence of man, and of his utter inſu pci 8 
for the attainment of virtue by his own ſtrength : and 49 
skill in applying the proper remedies to this defect; 4 1 
which prayer is the principal. Our religion has perfor 4 
ed all this; and none belides has ever begged of Co In 
power of loving and of obeying him. = 
* To make out the truth and certainty of a religion, 18 
neceſſary that it ſhould have obtained the knowledge of i ug 
man nature. For our true nature and true happineſs, . * 


virtue and true religion, are things the knowledge of vi 
is reciprocal and inſeparable. It ſhould alſo be able te 
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we greatneſs and the meanneſs of human condition; 
I ; ther with the cauſe and reaſon of both. What reli- 
e Chriſtian only excepted, could ever pretend to be 
W- nowing * 
* OTHER religions, as thoſe of the Heathens, are more po- 
lar, as conſiſting only in external appearance; but then 
are unqualified for moving the judicious and prudent. 
ain, ſhould any religion reſide altogether in the inward 
it, it might be fitter to work on parts and genius, but 
ld held no influence over the groſs of mankind. Chriſti- 
Sy alone is proportioned to all capacities: being duly 
| poſed and tempered of the internal, and the external 


80 0 | | 5 
t raiſcs the moſt ignorant to inward and ſpiritual 
n and at the ſame time abaſes the moſt intelligent, by 


ſing the obligation to outward performances ; and is 
er complcat, but when it joins one of theſe effects to 
other. For there is the like neceſſity that the people 
id underſtand the Spirit which is veiled under the Let- 
F; ind that the learned ſhould ſubmit their ſpirit to the 
=, in complying with exterior practices and rites. 
Fuer there is ſomewhat in us which ought to be hat- 
W bc reaſon will convince us: and yet there is no re- 
jon, but the Chriſtian, which enjoins us to hate ourſelves, 
berefore no other religion ought to be entertained by 
© who know and confels themielves to be worthy of no- 
bet hatred. 
o religion, except the Chriſtian, has known man to 
the molt excellent of viſible creatures, and at the ſame 


cier * 
g © moſt miſerable. Some, having apprehended the 
«+ et his excellence, have cenſured, as mean and un- 


teſul, the low opinion which men naturally entertain of 
r own condition. Others, well knowing the unhappy 
ts of his baſeneſs and miſery, have expoſed, as ridicu- 
„ain, thoſe notions of grandeur which are no leſs na- 
onen. 
Iris %, religion which has firſt taught, that man's 
en fin. No ſect'of philoſophers ever ſaid this; there- 
%o ſect ever faid the truth. 

6 3 "no 
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Tu Divine Nature being removed from hun 
tl oughts and diſcovery, every religion which does not «if 
fels it to be fo, is falſe ; and every religion which does 
ſhew the reaſon why it is ſo muſt be barren and une dihi 
Our religion has performed both parts. 

Tur religion which conſiſts in believing the fl 
man, from a ſtate of glory and communication with Gon 
a ſtate of ſorrow, humiliation, and eſtrangement from ci 
together with his reſtoration by a Meffras, has always if 
in the world. All things are paſſed away, and this rem 
for which all things were. For God, in his wiſdom, { 
figning to form to himſelf a holy people, whom he ſho 
ſeparate from all other nations, ſhouid deliver from 
enemies, and ſhould ſettle in a place of reſt, was pleaſed: 
preſsly to promiſe, not only that he would accompliſhi 
mercy, but that he would come hiraſelf into the world 
its performance, foretelling by his prophets the very 
and manner of his coming. Yet, in the mean while 
confirm the hope of his elect through all ages, he cali... 
nually afforded them the pledges of types and figures, g 
never left them without aſſurances as well of his power, 
of his inclination to fave them. For, immediately Mn 
the firſt creation, Adam was the witneſs and depoſitay 
the promiſe concerning a Saviour, to be born of the eee 


the woman. And though men, while they ſtood io hy {1 
to their own originals, could not forget the gift of . 
being, the ſhame of their fall, or the divine promiſe «cr, 
Redeemer ; yet, ſince the world in its very infancy vag 
ver- run with all ſorts of corruptions and diforders, 0c. 
Was Pleaſed to raiſe up holy men, as Enoch, Lomect, tber 
others, who, with a peculiar faith and patience, waits! er 


the author of their deliverance. After this, when the iſery | 
kedneſs of men was arrived at its pitch, we read of Mace 
ſending Noah on a ſpecial commiſſion, and of his & 
him from the common deſtructiou: a miracle which e. U 
ed at once the power of Gop io fave the world, and res 
to perform this by raiſing up to the woman the feed ion 


he had promiſed. This ſignal act of omnipotence wi 
4 
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oh to ſtrengthen the expectation of mankind; and the 
ov of it was ſtill freſh, when Gop renewed his promi- 
0: i: 4{/-2h2m, (who dwelt in the midſt of idolaters) and 
Neid to bim the myſtery of the Meſſias that was to 
e. In the days of 1/aac and Jacob, the abomination 
pread over the whole earth; yet theſe boly patri- 
es lived in faith: and the latter of them, as he bleſſed 
WS: chillrca before his approaching death, refrained not 
Won crying out with a pious tranſport, which interrupted 
Ws: diſcourſe, I will wait for thy ſalvation, © LORD: Sa- 
We uum expect abs, Domine. | 
rar Egyptians were beſotted with idolatry and magic; 
Wt id the people of Gor eſcape the infection of their ex- 
e. Yet Moſes, with other excellent perſons, ſaw him 
aon they ſaw not, and adored him, and had reſpect unto 


14 4 N 
ny e eternal recompence which he was preparing for them. 
ry K The Greeks and Reimans introduced a new multitude of 


Wtitious deities; the poets advanced their repugnant ſy- 


© C ms of theology; the philoſophers broke out into a thou- 
- nd different ſects and clans : yet were there always, in 
wet 


e little corner of Judea, choſen men, who foretold the 
pmoing of the Me ſias, unknown to all but themſelves. 

Hz came at length in the fulneſs of time: and ever 
nce his appearance, notwithſtanding the numerous births 
(chiſms and hereſies, the revolutions in government, and 


jy 4 
ſita 
. {ret 


fo! 


of = uticr change in all things, the ſame church, whoſe 
mic cry it is to adore im who has been ever adored, ſtill 
ag age without interruption, or decay. And, what muſt be 
s, ned to be incomparably excellent, wonderfu!, and alto- 
ch, wer 4ivine, this religion, which has ever ſubſiſted, has 
alte er been oppoſed. A thonſand times has it been on the 
y cy brink of univerſal ruin; and as often as it has becn 
0 Vs 


duced to this eſtate, fo often has it been relieved by ſome 
traordinary interpoſal of Almighty power. *Tis aſtoniſh- 
g, that it fhould never want a miracle to deliver it in 
tremity ; and that it ſhould be able to maintain itſelf, 
hour bending to the will of tyrants and oppteſſors. 

B ® CivlL 
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* Civir ſtates muſt infallibly periſh, if they did not q; 
ny times permit their laws to give way to neceſſity, 1 
religion as it has never ſuffered this violence, tho! it H 
never ſtonped to this compliance; yet here mult be (4 
accommodations and ſubmiſſions, or there muſt be a ni. 
culous ſupport. It is no wonder, that empires and goverÞ 
ments ſhould procure their ſafety by thus bending and hx 
ing; and 'tis indeed improper, in this caſe, to ſay, that | 
maintain or uphold themſelves : yet we ſce that they 
length, find an utter diſſolution ; nor has any one amor 
them been fo long-lived as to reach the period of 1: 
Years. But that religion ſhould have always kept 
ground, by always continuing unalterable and inflexible, 
is truly great and providential. 

* Tavs has the belief in the Meſias been derived d 
by a conſtant ſeries, and uninterrupted courſe. Then 
dition from Adam was freſh and lively in Noah, and ever 
Meſes. After theſe the prophets bore teſtimony to him, 
the ſame time predicting other things, which being from d 
to day fulfilled, in the eyes of all the world, demon(traicd if 
truth of their miſſion, and conſequently of their promiſcs Me 
this behalf. They unanimouſly declared, that the legal oi 
dinances were but preparatory to the Meſiah's inſtitution 
that, till ſuch a time, the former ſhould indeed ſubſiſt wil 
out intermiſſion, but that the latter ſhould endure foreve 
and that, by this means, either the law of Moſes, or that: 
the Meſſias which it prefigured, ſhould always continue 1 


„ 
* www 

—— * 
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on earth: and, in fact, there has been ſuch a continua uy 
to our days, Jesus CHR1ST came, agreeably to all tl *M.3.; 
cumſtances of their predictions. He performed nurac,« . 
in his own perſon, and by the hands of his apoſtles, por 


he appointed for the converſion of the Gentile world. 


the propheſies being thus once accompliſhed, the Mt: ſax? lh Ter 
s 


for ever demonſtrated. 

* Tyar religion which alone is contrary to our natur 
in its preſent eſtate, which declares war againſt all c 
pleaſures and inclinations, and which, upon a — x 
ua 
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anſient view, ſeems repugnant even to common ſenſe, 


bg that alone which has ſubſiſted from the beginning. 

tl Ir is neceſſary that the whole currrent of things ſhould 
r 2 regard to the eſtabliſhment and the grandeur of reli- 
muy 


on; that (here ſhould be implanted in men ſentiments a- 
ecable to its precepts ; and, in a word, that it ſhould fo 
ſibly be the great object and centre towards which all 
Wings tend, that whoſoever underſtands its principles may 
thence enabled to give an account as of human nature 
S particular, ſo in general of the whole ſtate and order of 
e world. 
Iris upon this very foundation that wicked and profane 
Den are wont to build their blaſpemous calumnies againſt 
Sc Chriſtian religion, only becauſe they miſunderſtand it. 
hey imagine, that it conſiſts purely in theadoration of 
Divinity, conſidered as great, powerful, and eternal. 
bis mis properly Dei/m, and ſtands almoſt as far removed 
an Chriſtionity as Atheiſm, which is directly oppoſite to 
er bence they would infer the falſhood of our reli- 
In : becauſe (fay they) were it true, Gop would have 
KWznifcfted himſelf under its diſpenſation, by ſo viſible to- 
Pos, that it ſhould have been impoſſible for any man not 
know him. 
ber let them conclude what they will againſt Deiſm, 
ey will be able to draw no ſuch concluſion to the pre- 
e of Chriſtianity; which acknowledges, that, ſince the 
boo does not manifeſt himſelf to us with all the evi- 
Ice that is poſſible ; and which conſiſts properly in the 
Wy itery of a Redcemer, who, by ſuſtaining at once the di- 
We 21 human natures, has recovered men out of the cor- 
on of fin, that he might reconcile them to Gop in his 
* ire perſon, 
* Lev religion, therefore, inſtructs men in theſe two prin- 
„ that there is a Cob whom they are capable of Know- 
and enjoying; and that there are ſuch corruptions in 
"WE" 02ture as render them unworthy of him. There is 
aa importance in apprehending the one and the o- 
ol thele points; and tis alike dangerous for mau 
to 


— 


. _ d. + «As A" 
— — 2 — > 2 * 


who knew God, but not their own miſery; or the ſy 


truth of a religion, which engageth to heal thoſe in! 
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to know Cop without the knowledge of his own miſcry vo 
to know his own miſery without the knowledge of a 
deemer, who may deliver him from it. To apprehend 
without the other begets either the pride of philoſophe 


of Atheiſts, who know their own miſery, but not the 4 
thor of their deliverance. 
AND as it is of equal neceifity to man, that he ſi 
obtain the knowledge of both theſe principles, ſo is i 
qually agreeable to the mercy of Gop, that he ſhould af 
the means of ſuch a knowledge. To perform this, is the Wi 
fice, and the very eſſence of Chriſtianity. is 
Urox this foot let men examine the order and oec. 
my of the world, and let them ſee whether all things Wt: 
not conſpire in eſtabliſhing theſe two fundamentals of ol 
religion. 
® IF any one knows not himſelf to be full of pride: 
ambition, of concupiſcence and injuſtice, of weaknel 4 
wretchedneſs, he is blind beyond diſpute. And if any of 
who knows himſelf to labour under theſe deſects, 2 
ame time defires not: to be reſcued from them, what can 
ſay of a man who has thus abandoned his reaſon? Wi 
remains then but that we preſerve the highett venent 
for a religion, which - ſo well underſtands the infirmitic WW 
mankind ; and that we profeſs the heartieſt wiſhes ior 


by ſo happy, ſo deſirable a relief! 


III. 


The True Religion proved by the contrarieties which at 3 
coverable in man, and by the doctrine of Original Sin. Nie: 


HE greatneſs and the miſery of man being ali i... 
1 ſpicuous, it is neceſſary the true religion ce. 
declare, that he contains in himſelf ſome noble princi n 
greatneſs, and, at the ſame time, ſome profound o 
miſery. For the true religion cannot anſwer its cM" 


* ; 
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herways than by ſearching our nature to the bottom, ſo 
perfectly to underſtand all that is great, and all that is 
erable in it, together with the reaſon of one and of the 
her. Religion is farther obliged to account for thoſe a- 
niſhing contrarieties which we find within us. If there be 
one principle, or efficient cauſe, one Author of all things, 
Ei \\in{clf the end of all things, the true religion muſt 
ch us to make him alone the object of our worſhip 
d our love. But ſince we find ourfelves under an in- 
Wility as well of adoring him whom we know not, as of 
Wing any thing but ourſelves ; the ſame religion which 
Bois us theſe duties ought alſo to acquaint us with this 
4 ability, and to inſtruct us in its cure. 
calx, in order to the accompliſhment of man's happi- 
& it ought to convince us that there is a-Gop; that we 
Wc obliced to love him; that our true felicity conſiſts in 
MS: dcpcncence on him, and our only evil and misfortune: 
our ſeparation from him. It ought-to inform us, that 
are {all of groſs darkneſs, which hinders us from know- 
end loving him; and that our duty thus obliging vs to 
e Cod, and our concupiſcence turning our whole affec- 
n upon ourſelves, we are notoriouſly unjuſt. It ought 
diſcover to us the cauſe of that enmity and oppolition 
ich we bear to. Gop, and to our own happineſs. It 
ht tc teach us the remedies of this infirmity, and the 
ans of obtaining them.----Let men compare alt the reli- 
ns of the world, in theſe reſpects ; and let them obſerve 
Rether any one, but the Chriſtian, is able to afford them 
Niehction. 
8 $43LL it be the religion of thoſe philoſophers, who pro- 
e no other good but what they would have us find in 
I” own perſons ? Is this the true and ſovereign good? Or 
Si. e theſe men diſcovered the remedy of our evils? Was 
proper method, for the cure of man's preſumption, thus 
equal him with Gop-? On the other hand, have thoſe 
10 * cceeded better in reſtraining our earthly deſires, who 
"Fs bring us down to the level of beaſts, and preſent us 
Far: u ſenſual gratifications for our real and univerſal bappi- 
_— neſs? 


* , 
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neſs? * Lift up your eyes to God, ſaid thoſe of the {yl 
„tribe, behold him who has ſtampt you with his in; 
* and has made you for his worſhip. You have n of 
* a capacity of being like him; but wiſdom, if yon 
« low its directions, will even render you his er 
While thoſe of the latter herd cried, with no leſs ew 
neſs; © Caſt down your eyes to the ground, baſe u 
as you are, and look on the beaſts, your goodly n. 
*. ners and fellows.” What then is to be the fate of nM... 
ſhall he be equal to Gop ? or ſhall he not be ſuperior u 
beaſts? How frightſul, how ſhocking a diſtance vM 
What ſhall we be then! What religion ſhall inſtruct u 
correct at once our pride, and our concupiſcence ? . 
religion ſhall diſcloſe to us our happineſs, and our :iM 
together with the infirmities which ſtop us in ſo di 
a courſe, the proper help of theſe infirmities, and 
means of obtaining this help? Let us hear what anſ:WM 
receive upon the whole inquiry, from the wiſdon Wi 
God, ſpeaking to us in the Chriſt;an religion. ry 
Tis in vain, O men, that you ſeek from yourſelve: 
remedy of your miſeries. All your lights extend 9 
farther diſcovery than this, that you cannot from your 
ſores be ſupplied with happineſs or truth. The philoſorth 
who promiſed all things, could perform nothing in yl 
behalf. They ncither apprehended your true eſtate, nor 1 
real good. What poſſibility was there of your receir 
benefit from their preſcriptions, who had not skill enoy 


did. 


0 

to underſtand your diſeaſe ? Your chief infirmities are H ery 
which alienates you from Cop, and concupiſcence, e; 
faftens you down to earth : and their conſtant emp in. 
ment was to careſs and entertain one or the other f: 
diforders. They who preſented Gop to you as the ig 
object of your contemplation, did but gratify your Hen, 
by vainly inſinuating, that your nature was conſtitutec Meer 
der a parity with the divine. And as for thoſe who * 
the extravagance of ſuch pretenſions, what did they but WiWie © 
you upon the other precipice ; by tempting you to bei Wrim 
that your nature was of-a-piece with that of the be": th; 
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ce by inclining you to place all your good in ſenſual 
ina light, the portion of irrational creatures? Theſe could 
«vcr be the means of diſcovering to you the injuſtice of 
„our proceedings. Do not therefore expect inſtruction 
pet confolation from men. It was I that firſt made you to 


, and 'tis I alone which ean teach you the knowledge of 
our own being. You are not now in the eſtate under 
WS ich you were formed by my hand. I created man holy, 
osccent and perfed : I repleniſhed him with light and under- 
W:nding : 1 communicate] to him my wonders and my glory. 
b hen it was that the eye of man beheld the Majeſty of 
Wo. He did not then labour under this darkneſs which 
Binds him; under this mortality, and theſe miſeries which 
alia and oppreſs him. But he was unable to ſuſtain 


d great degrees of ſplendor, without falling into preſump- 
anc en. He was diſpoſed to make himſclf the centre of his 
{we 


wn happineſs, and altogether independent from the divine 
ccours. And when he had withdrawn himſelf from my 
Yominion, and affected an equality with me, by preſuming 
) find all his happineſs in bimſelf, J abandoned him to his 
wn guidance; and cauſing a general revolt amongſt the 
reatures that were his ſubjects, I made them his enemies. 
lan himſelf is now become like unto the beaſts, and re- 
Woved to ſuch a diſtance from me, as ſcarce to retain 
me icattered rays, and confuſed notices of his Author : fo 
xr have all his diſcerning powers been either extinguiſh- 
| or diſturbed. His ſenſes being never the ſervants, and 
ery often the maſters of his reaſon, have driven him on 
e purſuit of unwarrantable 2 All the creatures, 
* 


. e 
— r n * 
ng eee 


emen which he is ſurrounded, either grieve and torment, 
of 1 tempt and ſeduce him; thus ever maintaining a ſove- 
the F'zoty over him, either as they ſubdue him by their 
r porength, or as they melt him with their charms, which is 


mitive nature, by a powerful inſtin {till remaining with- 
em; and on the other hand, they are plunged in the mi- 
ſeries 


ute e more imperious, and more fatal tyranny. 

who ls * BErorD the preſent eſtate and condition of men ! On 
y but iP one hand, they are carried towards the happineſs of their 
© belt 
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ſeries of their own blindneſs and concupiſcence, which is 0 
become their ſecond nature. 

* From the principles which I have here laid open 
you, you may diſcern. the ſpring of thoſe wonderful con; 
rieties, which while they aſtoniſh all men, do no leſs dite 
and divide them. 

* OBSERVE again all the movements of greatneſs and g 
ry, which the ſenſe of ſo many miſeries is not able 10 « 
tinguifh ; and conſider whether they can proceed from 24 

owerful cauſe than original nature. | 


* Know then, proud mortal, what a paradox thou 5 
to thyſelf. Let thy weak reaſon be humbled ; let 
frail nature compoſe itſelf in filence. Learn that Man ir oy 
nitely ſurpaſſeth Man; and let thy own hiſtory, to wi p 


thou art thyſelf an utter ſtranger, be declared to the 
thy Maker and tby Lord. th 

* Fo, in a word, had man never fallen into cor. 
tion, he would proceed in the enjoyment of truth and mo 
pineſs with an aſſured delight: and had man never k 
any other than this corrupted ſtate, he would at preſe 
il retain no idea of truth and happineſs. But ſo great is i 
l miſery, (greater than if we had never taſted any tha 
» lofty or noble in our condition) that we preſerve an idea; 
happineſs, while we are unable to purſue it, that we 
cern ſome faint image of truth, while we poſſeſs nothiy 4 
but lies; being alike incapable of abſolute ignorance uM 


— x 
go 


j a 
f . | Ms. 3 al 
\ of accompliſhed knowledge. So manifelt is it, that we on 0 
! . . . a 

0 ſtood in a degree of perfection, from which we. arc t this 


unhappily fallen. 

* WhHarT then does this eagerneſs in coveting, and“ 
impotence in acquiring, teach us, but that man was orig, ol 
ly poſſeſſed of a real bliſs, of which nothing now remains 2h... - 
the footſteps and empty traces, which he vainly endeavout 
to repleniſh with all. the abundance that ſurrounds hi 
ſeeking from abſent enjoyments the relief which he kr: 
not in ſuch as are preſent, and which neither the preſ 


nor the abſent can beſtow on him, becauſe this great ul! 
f 


— 
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diane vacuity, is only to be filled up by an ob ject in- 
Je and immovable ? 

nir is moſt aſtoniſhing to reflect, that of all myſteries, 
&.: which ſeems to be fartheſt removed from our diſcove- 
and apprehenſion, I mean the tranſmiſſion of original 
„ ſhould yet be fo neceſſary a point of knowledge, as that 
tout it we muſt remain utter ſtrangers to ourſelves. 
br 'tis beyond doubt, that nothing appears ſo ſhocking to our 
on, as that the tranſgreſſion of the firſt man ſhould derive 
zuilt on thoſe who, being ſo vaſtly diſtant from the foun- 
in, ſeem incapable of ſharing in the impure tincture. This 
$:13{2fi0n is looked upon by us as not only impoſlible, but as 
juſt, could we ſuppoſe it to be poſſible. For what can be 
Pore repugnant to the rules of our miſerable juſtice, than 
& Joom to eternal ruin an infant without will or choice, 
r an offence which ſhews ſo little probability of affecting 
im, 2s to have been committed fix thouſand years before 
js exiſtence in the world? Certainly nothing ſtrikes our 
ugment with more harſhneſs and violence than fuch a doc- 
Fine. And yet, without this incomprehenſible myſtery, 
e are ourſelves incomprehenſible to our own mind. The 
9 kes its turns, and plies in this amazing Abyſs. inſomuch 
agt- * man will appear no leſs inconceivable without this 
0 1 iiery, than this myſtery appears inconceivable to man. 
© "WE * Oxicrrar fin is fooliſhneſs to men. Tis granted to be 
- "WS: wherefore reaſon ought not to be accuſed as deſective 
- WS this knowledge; becauſe it pretends not to be ſuch as 
1 aſon can ever fathom. But then this folie, is wiſer 
„n at the Wiſdam of men: quod ſtultum eft Dei, ſapien- 
e omixibug. For, without this, how would it be poſ- 
le to ſay what man is? His whole eſtate depends on this 
e imperceptible point. Yet how ſhould he be made ac. 
vainted with this by his reaſon, when it is à thing above 
Ws reaſon, and when reaſon, inſtead of introducing him to 
8, carries him the farther from it, the more it is employed 
d the fearch ? 

* THESE 


ne which knits together our whole fortune and condition, 


c 
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® THESE two oppoſite ſtates, of innocence and of c- 
ruption, being preſented io our view, we cannot but yz 
ceive the difference, and applaud the diſcovery. ; 
Lr us follow our own motions, and obſerve ourſelysff 
and let us ſee whether we may not trace out the lively di 
raters of theſe different natures. 

* How ſurpriſing is it, that ſo numerous contradiQin 


ſhould be found in one and the ſame ſubject! ant, C 
* THis double temper and diſpoſition of man is ſo ili 
ſible, that there have not been wanting thoſe who img e t!: 
ed him to have two ſouls, one ſingle ſabje& appearin; t by 
them incapable of ſo great and ſudden variety, from «a Wt 1» : 
meaſurable preſumption to a dreadful abaſement and a . F. 
neſs of ſpirit. Tipatic 
* .Tavs the ſeveral contrarieties which, in appear +15 1 
ſhould moſt alienate men from the knowledge of all rel; MW cor: 
on, are thoſe very things which ſhould, indeed, moſt c ct 
tually conduct them to the true. | nc tin 
Fox my own part, I cannot but declare, that fo ſoon epa 
the Chri/tian religion diſcovers to me this one princhi s. 
that human nature is depraved, and fallen from Gov, taa8*, 20 
clears up my ſight, and enables me to diſtinguiſh, throuy wilely 
out, the characters of fo divine a myſtery. For ſuch is t o 
whole frame and diſpoſition of nature, as in all things v 
in and without us to beſpeak the loſs of Gop's more vo! 
mediate preſence and more favourable communications. 
- Wrryovur this divine information, what would be s 2!: 
for men to do, but either immoderately to exalt themielva - the 
by the remaining ſenſe of their former grandeur ; or no MF Tu 
immoderately to abaſe themſelves, by reflecting on tha eren, 
preſent infirmity ? For, not being in a capacity of abu nable. 
truth, 'tis impoſſible they ſhould arrive at perfect viriw WF * 
Some looking on nature as iudeſectible, others as ure Ney 
verable, they muſt of neceſſity fall either into vanity erer 
idleneſs, the two great ſources of all vice. For they cow him 
not but either abandon themſelves through negligence, * Tx 
cure their negligence by flattering their pride. If they H ** 
Nin ge 


the excellency of man, they would de ignorant of his 0 
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-tion, ſo as eaſily io eſcape the danger of remiſſneſs and 

th, but at the ſame time to loſe themſelves in haughty 
iccit. Or, if they were ſenſible of the infirmity of na- 

re, they would be ſtrangers to its dignity, ſo as eaſily to 
ain from being tranſported with preſumption, but at the 

me time to plunge themſelves into deſpair. 

Heuck aroſe the various ſects of the Stoics and Epicu- 


cr, of the Dagmatiſis and the Academics, Oc. It is the 


viltian religion alone which has been able thoroughly to 


Er theſe oppoſite diſtempers : not fo as to drive the one 


it by the other, according: to the wiſdom of the world; 
jt {2 as to expel them both, by the ſimplicity of the Goſ- 
|, For while it exalts the good and pious even to a par- 
4 pation of the Divinity itſelf, it lets them underſtand, that 
is their ſublime eſtate, they till retain the fountain of 
corruption, which renders them, during their whole life, 
d to error and miſery, to death and fin. And at the 
e time it aſſures the moſt impious, that they are not yet 
k2pable of ſharing the grace and bleſſing of a redeemer. 
Nies, {peaking not without terror to thoſe whom it juſti- 
ro without comfort to thoſe whom it condemns, it 
q wilcly tempers hope and fear, in regard to this double ca- 
city of fin and of grace, which is common to all mankind, 
Wt it absſeth infinitely more than unaſſiſted reaſon, yet 
hout deſpair; and exalts infinitely more than natural 
et without puffing up: hereby demonſtrating, that, 
W's 2/one exempt from error and vice, it can alone chal- 
e the office of inſtructing and of reforming men. 
Tux Chriſtian faith is moſt ſurpriſing in its meaſures, 
Nerjoins man to acknowledge himſelf vile, and even abo- 
nable, and obliges him at the ſame time to aſpire to- 
Ne a reſemblance of his maker. Were not things thus 
Wctly balanced, either ſuch an exaltation would render 
FW cxtr2vagantly vain, or ſuch a debaſement would ren- 
bim horribly abject and diſpirited. 
ers myſtery of the Incarnation diſcovers to man the 
we of his danger, by the greatneſs of thoſe methods 
ch ne ſtood in need of for his relief, 


þ 
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* WE find not in the Chriſtian religion either ſuch 
ſtate of humiliation as renders us incapable of good, Mt 
ſuch a ſtate of holineſs as is perfectly exempt from evil, 

* No doctrine is fo juſtly ſuited to the condition 24,8: 
the temper of man as this; which makes him acqu4i:/M 
with his double capacity of receiving and of forſciiui 
grace, as a fence againſt the double danger to which he 
always expoſed, of deſpair and of pride. 

* THE philoſophers never furniſhed men with ſe⸗ 
ments agreeable to thoſe two eſtates. They either iu 


ed a principle of pure grandeur ; and this cannot de :: 
true condition of man: or elſe of mere abje&tnels ; e 
this condition is as ill proportioned as the former. Mis iro 
ought to preſerve a ſenſe of humiliation ; yet not gy ca: 
the character of our nature, but as the effe& of ow oY wor 
pentance ; not ſuch as ſhould fix us in deſperation, ici :01 


ſuch as ſhould diſpoſe and lead us on to greatneſs. aan 
ought we to be leſs affected with the motions of grande mc: 
yet of ſuch as proceeds from grace, not from merit, ii 
ſuch as we arrive at by the diſcipline of humiliation. MW to r: 
* No man is ſo happy as the true Chriſtian ; nom 
ſo rational, ſo virtuous, ſo amiable. With how little vl 
ty does ſuch an one reflect on himſelf as united to Gu 
with how little abjectneſs does he rank. himſelf with Win, v 
worms of the earth! Dt tha 
* Who then can withhold his belief or adoration f. 
fo divine 2 guidance and light ? For is it not clearer g and 
the day, that we fee and feel within ourſelves indelible Vine 
raters of excellence? and is it not full as clear, that WWnow!e- 
experience every moment the effects of deplorable baſed Kat, 
What elſe therefore does this Chaos, this monſtrous mewh 
Gon in our nature, but proclaim the truth of theſe two knee 
ſtates ; and that with a voice ſo powerful, as is alan e wor! 
be heard, and never to be reſiſted! 3 754 
us ef 
love! 
nd PIC 
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IV. 
n means incredible that GOD ſhould unite Himſelf 
to us. 


{{AT which renders men ſo averſe to believing them- 
| {-!ves capable of an union with God, is nothing elſe 
bi: the thought of their own baſeneſs and miſery. Yet 
this thought of theirs be ſincere, let them purſue it as 
„ 1 have done, and let them confeſs our baſeneſs to 
Ne only this effect, with reſpect to Gop, that it hinders 
dor. diſcovering by our own ſtrength whether his mer- 
| 2 y cannot render us capable of an union with him. For 
Ek gladly be informed, whence this creature, which 
on ledgeth himſelf ſo weak and contemptible, ſhould 
ain a right of ſetting bounds to the divine mercy, and 
WW meaſuring it by ſuch a rule and ſtandard as his own 
ey ſupgeſts. Man knows fo little of the divine eſſence, 
to remain ignorant of what he is himſelf; and yet, di- 
ed at this imperfet view of his own condition, he 
Wold!y pronounceth, that tis beyond the power of God to 
Wualily him for fo ſublime a conjunction. But I will ask 
Win, whether Gop requires any thing elſe at his hands, 
Dat that he ſhould know him, and ſhould love him? and, 
ce he finds himſelf in his own nature capable of knou- 
g and of loving, upon what ground he ſuſpects that the 
vine nature cannot exhibit itſelf, as the object of his 
i: owlenge and his love. For, as he certainly knows, 
t Kalt, that he is ſomewhat, ſo he no leſs certainly loves 
mewhat. If then he ſeet any thing under the preſent 
akneis of his underſtanding, and if amongſt the things of 
be world he can find ſomewhat which may engage his A/ 


T, hould Gob be pleaſed to impart to him ſome ray 
| his cffence, why ſhould he not be able to know and 
V tove his divine benefactor, according to the meaſure 
ad proportion in which this honour was vouchſafed. 
There mult therefore, no doubt, be an intolerable preſump- 
dion 
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tion in theſe ways of reaſoning, though veil'd under an » 
prarance of humility. For our humility can neither ben 
tional nor ſincere, unleſs it makes us confeſs, that » 
knowing of ourſelves even what we ourſelves are, we c. 
not otherways be inſtructed in our own condition, ty 
by the aſſiſtance and information of heaven. 


V. 
The Submiſſion and Uſe of Reaſon. 


HE laſt proceſs of reaſon is to diſcover, that the 

an infinity of things which utteriy ſurpaſs its fr, 

And it muſt be very weak if it arrive not at this d 
very. 

* Tis fit we ſhould know, how to doubt where » 
ought; to reſt aſſured where we ought ; to ſubmit whe 
we ought. He who fails in any one of theſe reſpects is 
acquainted with the power of reaſon. Yet are there mar 
who offend againſt theſe three rules; either by wana 
ing every thing for demonſtration, becauſe they are u 
skilled in the nature of demonſtrative evidence; or. 


N t ſpe 
Werlion 
Ne to 


10 tha 


doubting of every thing, becauſe they know not ec 
they ought to ſubmit ; or by ſubmitting to every thing, ich 
cauſe they know not where to uſe their judgment. Werſi0:: 
* Te we bring down all things to reaſon, our religion H bre. 
have nothing in it myſterious or ſupernatural. If we ep 


the principles of reaſon, our religion will be abſurd les 
ridiculous, | e can 

* Reason, ſays St. Auſtin, would never be for ſubni | no 
ting, if it did not judge that, on ſome occaſions, ſubmiſa ee 
was its duty. Tis but juſt therefore, that it (hovl! y : 
cede where it ſees an obligation of receding ; and ted be 
ſhould aſſert its privileges, where, upon good grounds, Neur. 
ſuppoſeth itſelf not engaged to wave them, Ve wit 

* SUPERSTITION and true Piety are things which (12 "+ |: 
at the greateſt diſtance from each other. To carry pF ©: | 
to the extravagant heights of ſuperſtition, is indeec to 
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Wo it. Heretical men are wont to reproach us with this 
F = Kitious ſubmiſſion of our faculties. And we ſhould 
+ c guilty of the charge, if we required men to ſ{ubnuit in 
Wings which are not the proper matter of ſubmiſſion. 


on in matters of pure faith; and nothing is ſo repug- 
ant io reaſon as the diſuſe of reaſon in things that do not 
3 1 acer faith. The extremes are equally dangerous; either 
Wholly to exclude reaſon, or to admit nothing but reaſon. 
* Fairy fays many things in which . ſenſcs are fi» 
b nt; but nothing which the ſenſes deny: it is always a- 
ee them, but never contrary to them. 


173! 
i 


VI. 
Faith without Reaſoning, 


HT we but ſee a miracle, fay ſome men, how 
# gladly would we become converts? They could 
Wot ſpeak in this manner, did they underſtand what con- 
Werfion means. They imagine, that nothing elle is requi- 
Ne to this work, but the bare acknowledgment of Gon; 
xd that his adoration and ſervice conſiſts only in the paying 
Wi certam verbal addreſſes, little different from thoſe 
ich the Heathens uſed towards their idols. True con- 
lion is to abaſe, and as it were to annihilate ourſelves, 
Etore this Great and Sovereign Being, whom we have ſo 
ten provoked, and who every moment may, without 
e leaſt injuſtice, deſtroy us: *Tis to acknowledge, that 
> can % nothing without his aid, and that we have me- 
nothing from him but his wrath : *tis to know, that 
* is at "invincible oppoſition between Gon and our- 
l * that, without the beneſit of a Mediator, there 
pulc be no tranſaction or intercourſe between us. 


Wal 

& Neve think it ſtrange, that illiterate perſons ſhould be- 
vithout reaſoning. God inſpires them with the love 

E ils juſtice, and with the hatred of themſelves. Tis 

pil ff! nes their hearts to believe. No man ever be- 

0 na true and faving faith, unleſs Gop inclines his 

1 C 2 hearts; 


NoTHiNG is ſo agreeable to reaſon, as the giſclaiming ot 
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heart; and no man, when Go inclines his heart, cz". 
frain from thus believing. Of this David was ſenſible wi 
he prayed, Inclina cor meum, Deus, in teſtimonia tua, 

* Thar fome men believe without having examine 
the proofs of religion, is becauſe they enjoy a tenys 
and frame of mind altogether pious and holy; and becat 
what they hear affirmed by our religion is agreeable 10 (4 
a temper. | 


bs ; hat 


THty are ſenſible that one Gor is their Maker; 2 
are inclined to love nothing but him, and to hate no] “ / 
— . , „ 

but themſelves. They are ſenſible of their own weakne N 

. . 
and impotence ; that they are, of themſelves, utterly i 
: , \ . 9c 
capable of coming to Gop ; and that, unleſs he is plc . of | 
mercifully to come to them, *tis impoſſible they ſhow 4 bot: 
- : : : - _ 7; 

maintain any communication with him. And they her «ii 
+ 0 = // 
religion declaring, that Gop alone ought to be the 0b, * 
. ; .. . 7; 
of our affection, and ourſelves alone of our dete ſtatu WY: | 
CE TH 
and that whereas we are by nature corrupt, and undcr a hin 
incapacity of uniting ourſelves to Gop, Gon has tl. * 
. 0 . VES 1 
pleaſed to become man, that he might unite himſelf ton * 
There needs no more to perſuade men, than this diſpel a 
on of heart, together with this apprehenſion of their d 3 
and of their incapacity for its diſcharge. RE 
* THosE whom we ſee commencing real Chriſtians zit | 
e ; * t 
out the knowledge of propheſies, or of the like evi, - .. 
. . 2 initc 
do yet judge of their religion no leſs than the mafier . = 
that knowledge. They judge of it by the heart, as oil . . 
5 1 . . . . j KUO iu 
judge by the underſtanding. Gop inclines their her vn 
faith : and his grace is the moſt effectual conviction. i 8; 
. . . a AW ANS EIS 
I confeſs, one of theſe Chriſtians, who believes wit". 

. . 6 100 the 
the common methods of proof, is not qualified to con _ 
an infidel, who pretends to want nothing but proof. u o 
who are skilled in the evidences of religion can wit an 
demonſtrate, that ſuch a bcliever does truly receive 115 1; 
from the inſpiration of Gob, tho' he is unable to prove e 
ven this of himſclt. nies n 

it ther 


VII. T's 
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VII. 


ans is more advantage in Believing, than in Disbeliev- 
ing the Dedtrines of Chriſtianity. 


7 ADVERTISEMEN T, 

. main part of this chapter is addreſſed purely to cer- 
. perſons, who not being ſatisfied with the proofs of reli- 
, and much leſt with the reaſons of Atheiſm, remain in a 
ate of ſuſpenſe between faith and infidelity, The Author 
retends only to ſhew theſe men, by their own principles, and 
the bore light of reaſon, that *tis plainly their intereſt 
believe ; and that this is the ſide which they ought go take, 
bbpe/ing them to be allowed their option. Whence it follows, 
at till they have cbtained ſufficient light to guide them to 
eil, they are in the mean time, at leaſt, obliged to dh eve- 
ie which may diſpoſe them for it, and to diſengage them- 
rem all thoſe impediments which may obſiruct its re- 
; ſuch as are eſpecially the paſſions, and the vain a+ 
enen, of life. 


5 W 4 ET. 


oO 


NITY joined to infinity increaſes it not, any more 
than a foot meaſure added to an infinite ſpace. What 
finite vaniſhes before that which is infinite, and becomes 
we nothing. Thus our underſtanding, in reſpe& of Gob's: 
us human juſtice compared with the Divine. 

Nay, the diſproportion between unity and infinity, in 
encral, is not ſo vaſt as that between man's righteouſneſs, 
id the righteouſneſs of Gon. 

* WE know that there is an infinite, but we are igno- 
it of its nature, For inſtance; we know it to be falſe 
at numbers are finite ; there muſt therefore be an inſini- 
in number. But what this is we know not. It can 
either be equal nor unequal ; becauſe unity a4d-d to it 
ales not its condition. Thus we may very well know 
t lere is a Gop, without camprehending what Gop is: 
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and you ought by no means to conclude againſt the 1 
iſtence of Gop from your imperfect conceptions of his « 
ſence. , 

For your conviction, I ſhall not call in the teſtimoy 


of faith, which gives us ſo certain an aſſurance ; nor evg he 
make uſe of the ordinary proofs, becauſe theſe you 2 ves 
unwilling to receive. I hall argue with you only uy nd 
your own terms; and I doubt not but from the method 
which you reaſon every day, concerning things of the ſm e 
eſt importance, to make it appear, after what manner och. 
ought to reaſon in the preſent caſe, and to which ſide vin, 


ought to incline, in deciding this queſtion, of the highs 
conſequence, about the exiſtence of CoD. You alledy 
then, that we are incapable of knowing whether Gop i 
Yet this remains certain, that either Gop is, or is not; an 
that there can be no medium in the caſe. Which part the 


AL 
ſhall we chuſe ? Reaſon, ſay you, is not a proper judge ing 
this point. There's an infinite gulph or chaos fixed ag 
tween us: We play, as it were, at Crof5 and Pile, for Hate 
uncertainty thus infinitely diſtant. What will you vagr Wo: ©: 
Reaſon can affirm neither the one nor the other cve 8*7/: 
reaſon can deny neither the one nor the other. itely 

Nox'T be forward, then, in accuſing thoſe of error ind, 
falſity who have already choſe their fide. For you con v« 
yourſelf not to know whether they have indeed acted in WW! ci: 
prudently and made an ill choice. No, you will ſay ; eon 


I ſhall take the freedom to cenſure them ſtill; not for us t! 
ing this choice, but for making any: he that takes iy 
and he that takes Pile, are both in the wrong; the 1108" 'al: 
had been not to wager at all. we fl 

Nav; but there's a neceſſity of wagering ; the thing g 0: 
placed beyond the indifference of your will ; you are e ar; 
barked in the cauſe ; and by not laying that God is, Mee 
in effect lay that he is not. Which will you take? Let Cape 
balance the gain and the loſs of ſticking to the affirmati I ov 


If you gain, you gain all; if you loſe, it is mere not can, 
that's loft. Be quick therefore, and take this fide wi f ebe 


demurr. Well, I conlcls, I ought to lay but may pat Ute P. 
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o mach! Suppoling the chance to be the ſame, you 
Huld not refuſe to {take one life againſt two. And in caſe 
e were ten for you to win, you muſt be much more 
Wn prudent not to hazard one life againſt ten, at a game where 
he caſt was even. But here there's an infinite number of 


de ſtake you venture is fo petty a thing, and of fo ve- 
BW hor: continuance, that it would be ridiculous for you ts 
e your good husbandry on this occaſion. For you ſay 
Wothiny, when you urge that tis uncertain whether you 
Pin, and that 'tis certain you muſt venture; and that the 


b ncertainty of winning, makes the finite good, - which you 
Wertainly expoſe, equal to the infinite, which you uncertain- 
y purſue. This is all deception. Every gameſter ſtakes 
is certain againſt what is uncertain : and yet his ven- 
Wuring 2 finite certainty for a finite uncertainty never diſ- 
ages his reaſon. Again, 'tis falſe that there's an in- 
Wit: diſtance between the certainty of what we venture, 
Wo the uncertainty of what we hope to win. Indeed the 
ui cr ol winning, and the certainty of loſing, are infi- 

Pil) liſtant, But as for the wncertcinty on the winning 
Wan, it is ſuch as fairly balanceth the certainty of what 
venture; according to the uſual proportion in games 
chance. Suppoſe therefore, there are as many chan- 
es on One fide as on the other, the game is even; and 
Das the ccrtainty of our venture is but equal to the uncer- 
ainty of our prize : fo far ought we to be from ſuppoſing 
1 Infinite dutance between them. So that, on the whole, 
we lake a finite, where there's a plain equality as to win- 


ins ig or loſing, and where that which may be won is infinite, 
ene argument cannot but be of infinite force. We ſeem 
„eo have a demonſtration before us: and if men are not 
Let 0P<apabic of all truth, they cannot remain inſenſible of this. 
ati on and confeſs it. But ſtill might there not be ſome 


neans 0! ſceing a little clearer into this matter? Ves: this 
to be done by the help of ſcripture, and by the other in- 
mute prools of religion. | 


O, lay 


ves infinitely happy to be won, upon an equal throw : 


pfinite diſtance between the certainty of venturing, and the 
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O, ſay you, men who may entertain the hope of (aly, 
tion are very happy in this reſpe& : but is not the fear g 
hell a very unfortunate counter poize:! 

WHICH, I beſeech you, has moſt cauſe to be afraid 9 
hell, one that is under ignorance whether there be a hella 
not, and under certain damnation if there be; or anothe 
who is certainly perſuaded that there is a hell, but is e encou. 
raged to hope that he ſhall be delivered from having his put 


in it? 


A man who is reſpited, (ſuppoſe for eight days,) fron WR. 
the ſentence of death, ſhould he not be inclined to tig - 
that there is ſomewhat more in all this than a mere hit « 11 
chance, muſt have utterly abandoned his ſenſes. But . 
were we not miſerably enſlaved by our paſſions, eight day * 
and an hundred years would, upon this view, appear tk 7 
ſame thing. | * 1 

Wxar damage are you like to ſuſtain by embracing th 1 
affirmative? Why, you are engaged by this principle p 
be faithſul, honeſt, humble, grateful, beneficent, hearty, anc . 
ſincere. It is true, you will not bed in poſſeſſion of bat Wh. 

Irome 
and infamous pleaſure, of fading glory, of empty delight. bu Os, 
is not their room to be ſupplied by more defirable ch K. 
ments ? I tell you, you'll be a gainer, even in this lit; ha 
and, every {tep you take in the way to which you arc not * 
directed, you will diſcover ſo much certainty of a fut BW. . _- 
advantage, and ſo much emptineſs, and mere nullity, iu wi WR, * 
you hazard, as at length to find, that you have trafhcke Tow 
for a ſure and infinite reverſion, and yet, in eſſect, have gi n Fd 
en nothing for the purchaſe. 3 f 

Bur you ſay, you are ſo made as to be incapable of WW 
lieving, At leaſt therefore, endeavour to underſtand tus BW , bo 
your incapacity; and to find what it is that debars you «i. 3 
faith, when reaſon ſo manifeſtly invites you to it. Labow, noe 
then, in your own conviction: not by increaſing the . x. 
of a Deity, but by diminiſhing the power of your palm © 
You are willing to be brought to faith ; but you now W ak 
the way ; you would be cured of your infidelity ; and , S 


defire to be informed of the proper remedies ; learn de 


jral 
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zom thoſe who were once in your condition, but are at [ 
reſent clear from all ſcruple and doubt. They are ac- | 
@winted with the path which you would gladly find; they | 

| 


Ne recovered from a diſeaſe which you wiſh to overcome. 
ſerve the method with which they began their cure: imi- 
ate their external actions, if you are, as yet, unable to tran- 


be their inward diſpoſitions : banifh thoſe amuſements [1 
Which have hitherto entirely poſſeſſed you. | 
© | I ſhould ſoon bid adieu to theſe pleaſures, ſay you, if 


; 5 
ere 1 once but maſter of faith. And I ſay, on the other 1 
Wind. vou would ſoon be maſter of faith, had you once | 1 
Nden adieu to theſe pleaſures. Tis your part to begin. 
ere it in my power, I would oblige you with the gift of 
ih. This I am unable to do; and conſequently to make 
Poet the truth of what you ſuppoſe : but you may eafily 4 
Bbandon your pleaſures; and, by conſequence, cvince the | 
W@-rtainty of what I affirm. 
= * WE muſt not miſtake our own nature: we are body 
1 well as ſpirit ; and hence it comes to paſs, that the in- 
Iroment by which perſuaſion conveys itſelf to us is not de- 
Sonitration only. How few things do we fee demoaſttat- 
& | Rational proof and evidence acts immediately on the 
pind, But cuſtom is the ſtrongeſt argument: this enga- 
| es the ſenies, and they incline the underſtanding, without 
1 wing it time for thought. Who has ever yet demonſtrat · 
3 | the certainty of to-morrow's light, or of our own 
| aths ? and yet what is more univerſally believed than 
bh! 'Tis cuftom therefore which has confirmed us in this 
dome! nt: *tis cuſtom which makes ſo many artiſans, ſol- 
pers, Cc. I confeſs we ought not to begin with this, in the 
arch of truth : yet we ought to have recourſe to it, when 
e have once diſcovered where truth is, to refreſh and 
wigorate our belief which decays every moment: for that 
e regular method and train of arguments ſhould be always 
* o our minds, the buſineſs of life will not permit. 
e onght to acquire a more eaſy principle; ſuch as is the 
vt of believing ; which without violence, without art, 
«aut argument, 8 things to our aſſent; and, 
by 
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by ſome ſecret charm, fo inclines all our powers towa, 
any perſuaſion, as that we naturally fall into it. To, 
ready to believe any doctrine, upon the force of convidtiy, 
is not ſufficient when our ſenſes ſolicit us to embrace 1; 
oppoſite ſide. Theſe two parts of ourſelves ſhould be ſor, 
gulated, as always to proceed in concert: the underſtzn, 
ing, by ſuch arguments and evidences as tis ſufficient i 
have once attained in our whole life; the ſenſes by cuſton 
and by our not ſuffering them to take a contrary bias. 


VIII, 


The Pourtruit of a Man who has wearied himſelf with fen. 
ing after GOD by bis bare Reaſon, and who begins 10 re 
the Ser ipture. 


HEN TI conſider the blindneſs and miſery of mar, 

and thoſe amazing contrarieties which diſcover then 
ſelves in his nature; when I obſerve the whole creation 
be filent, and man to be without comfort, abandoned t 
himſelf, and, as it were, ſtrayed into this corner of the un 
verſe, neither apprebending by whoſe means he came 
ther, nor what is the end of his coming, nor what wi!l » 
fall him at his departure hence ; I am ſtruck with the (aa: 
horrour as a perſon who has been carried in his fleep to; 
deſolate and frightful iſland, and who awakes without know 
ing where he is, or by what way he may get out and eſcap! 
And, upon this view, I am at a loſs to conceive hon 
miſerable an eſtate can produce any thing but deſpair 
behold other perſons near me, of the ſame nature: and co 
ſtitution ; I ask if they are any better informed than my 
ſelf, and they aſſure me they are not. Immediately aft 
which, I take notice that theſe unfortunate wanderers aun; 
looked about them, and eſpied certain objects of plealur 
are contented to ſeek no farther ; but {wallow the bait, em 
brace the charm, and faſten themſelves down to the enj9/ 
ment. For my own part, I can obtain no Gatisfaction 0 


repoſe in the ſociety of perſons like myſelf, labouring * 
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e ame weakneſs, and the ſame diſtreſs. I find they will 

ee able to give me no aſſiſtance at my death: I ſhall be oblig- 
WS. to die alone; and therefore I ought to proceed, in this 

Wreſpet, as if I lived alone. Now in a condition of ſoli- 
Rule, 1 would entertain no projects of building; I would 
Wpcrpicx myſelf with none of the tumultuary affairs of life ; 
7 would court the eſteem of no perſon ; but would devote 
Well and my pains to the diſcovery of truth. 

E 11::cE reflecting how probable it ſeems that there may 
be ſomething elſe beſides that which now preſents itſelf to 
ny eye, I begin to examine, whether that Supreme and Di- 
vine Being, who is ſo much talked of by all the world, has 
been plcaſed to leave any marks or footſteps” of himſelf, I 
ock round on all fides, and fee nothing throughout but 
Wuniverſal obſcurity. Nature offers no conſideration, but 
at is the ſubject of doubt and diſquiet. Could I nowhere 
em the leaſt token of Divinity, I would reſolve not to 
W-licve at all: could I in every thing trace the image of a 
Creator, I would reſt myſelf upon a ſure and ſettled belief, 
Wt while I ſee too much to deny, and too little to affirm 


N object of pity: and I have a thouſand times wiſhed, that 
nme have indeed a Divine Author and Supporter, ſhe 
$0uld preſent us with the lively draught and unconteſted 
Nraracters of his Being; but, if the marks which ſhe bears 
bout her are fallacious, ſhe would entirely conceal him from 
ur view : that ſhe would either fay all, or ſay nothing; ſo 
5 to determine my judgment on either ſide. Whereas, 
nder my preſent ſuſpenſe, being ignorant as well of what 
m, as of that which is expected from me, I remain an 
qual {tranger to my condition and my duty. In the mean 
me my heart is abſolutely bent on the ſearch of real and 
ving © good, ſuch as, when found, may complete my hopes 
ſur, WP regulate my conduct. I ſhould think no price too dear 
en- this acquiſition. 
0% 7 oblerve a multitude of religions in all countries and 
n res. But they are ſuch as neither pleaſe me with their 
der bras, nor move me with their proofs. Thus, I would, 
the without 


Ne queſtion with any certainty, my condition renders me 
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without diſtinction, at once reject the religion of Malin 
or of the Chineſe, of ancient Egypt, or Rome, upon th 
ſingle reaſon, becauſe neither of them being able to d 
more ſigns of truth than another, neither of them af 
any thing to incline and fix our thought, reaſon cannot ſh 
a greater propenſion to one mode than to any of the re, 

Bur while I am making reflexions on this ſtrange and 1; 
accountable variety of manners and of belief in differ 
countries and periods, I find in one little corner of 
world a peculiar people, ſeparated from all the nations « 


der heaven, whoſe regiſters exceed, by many ages, the ud N 
ancient ſtories now on record. I diſcover a great ande 
merous race, who worſhip one God, and are governed u 
law which they affirm themſelves to have received f 
his hand. The ſum of whar they maintain is 6:8" 
That they are the only perſons whom God has honour! tele 
with the communication of his myſteries: that 21] ode L.. 
men, having corrupted themſelves and merited tlic div Rus 
diſpleaſure, are abandoned to their own ſenſe and ima teſtify 
tion, whence ariſe the endleſs wandrings and continual FP .* 
terations amongſt them, whether in religion, or in cli. 5 
diſcipline ; while their nation alone has preſerved ue 
movable eftabliſhment : but, that God will not (or «i als of 
leave the reſt of the world under ſo miſerable dark! © f 
that a common Saviour ſhall at length arrive; that the "hy , Im 
end of their polity is to prefigure and proclaim his a² © 
that they were formed and conſtituted with expreſs dio 
to be the heralds of his great appearance, and to give , 0 
ing to all nations that they ſhould unite in the bleſſed e. ag 
pectation of a Redeemer. 4 2 

My adventure amongſt this people, as it gives me le ne . 
greateſt ſurpriſe, ſo it ſeems to me to deſerve the HHH 8 
regard and attention, on account of the many wonder. ah "ap 
fingular curioſities diſcoverable in their frame. 33 

THEY are a people compoſed entirely of brethren : 3 "ng 
whereas all others have been conſtituted by an aflcinou "a . 
of almoſt infinite races and bloods; theſe, though | 1 : 


digiouſly fruitful, have deſcended all from the fans 9% 


* 
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whence, being as one fleſh, and as members one of another, 
W hey form the moſt compacted ſtrength of one undivided 
W Family. This is moſt peculiar and diſtinguiſhing. 
frier are the moſt ancient people that fall under our 
VP knowledge and diſcovery: a cirgumſtance, which, in my judg- 
ment. ought to procure them à very particular veneration; 
especially in regard to our preſent inquiry; becauſe if God 
his at anv time vouchlafed to reveal himſelf to mankind, 
theſe ate the perſons from whoſe hands we are to receive 
Ihe tradition. 

Nox are they only conſiderable in point of antiquity, but 
Iro leßb ſingular in their duration, from their original to this 
Wy. For while the ſeveral people of Greece, of Italy, of 
harte, of Athens, and of Rome, together with others which 

ung vp long after them, have been extinct many ages, 

Imeſe have always ſubſiſted ; and, in ſpite of the various 

WCefigns of many great and powerful princes, who have a 
thouſand times attempted their deſtruction, (as hiſtorians 

teſtify, end as it is natural to infer, from the ordinary chan- 

Woes and revolutions of things) have maintained themſelves 

Kuring ſo vaſt a courſe of years, and, ſtretching themſelves 
rom the carlieſt to the lateſt memory, have cauſed the an- 

pals of their own nation to be co-cxtended with the hiſto. 

y of the world. 

Tur law by which this people is governed appears, in 
|| re{pects, to be the moſt ancient and moſt perfect that 
hs obtained amongſt men, and the only one which was 
le to endure without change or interruption in a ſtate : as 
ily the Few has demonſtrated on many occcaſions, and 
j/ephys moſt admirably in his diſcourſe againſt Appion ; 
here the ſame excellent author obſerves it to have ſtood 
Y high in reſpect of antiquity, as that the very name of law 
fas not known in other countries 'till a thouſand years af- 
ler: inſomuch that Homer, though obliged to ſpeak of fo 
pany ditterent nations, has not once uſed the word. And 
5 to the perfection of this law, we may caſily make an eſ- 
mate of it, from the bare reading; by which we ſhall diſ- 
em it o have diſpoſed all things with fo much wiſdom, 

| D jultice, 
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Juſtice, and equity, that 'tis no wonder the famed legil 
tors of Greece and Rome ſhould borrow thence their Princi 
pal inſtitutions; as we find they did, by the laws of +, 
twelve Tables, and by other evidences which Fo/ep4:s ky 
produced at large. 
YET this law is, at the ſame time, ſevere and tioon 

beyond all others; obliging its votaries, the better to f 
cure them in their duty, to a thouſand peculiar and painf 
obſer vances, under a capital penalty. Whence, we canny 
without aſtoniſhment reflect, that it ſhould for ſo mary ag 
be preſerved inviolable, amongſt a rebellious and impaii: 
people, ſuch as we know the Jews to have been : i 
all other ſtates have, from time to time, changed the by 

of their laws, though (on the contrary) mild and gent} IN 
and eaſie to be obeyed. val 

Tux ſame people are ſtill no leſs to be admired for the! 

great ſincerity. They preſerve with the utmoſt faith{il 
neſs and zeal the very book in which -/es has left it u 
corded, that they were ever ſtubborn and ungrateful towark 
Gor, and that he foreſaw they would be more peryerſe 4 


ter his death; that he, therefore, calls heaven and eine 
to witneſs againſt them, as to the ſufficiency of the vam * ! 
which he had given them; that, finally, Gop, being inc: (MP mul 
ed by their tranſgreſſions, ſhould ſcatter them throug]. ten 
lands, and, as they had provoked him to jealouſy by f idiculc 
gods which were n gods, he alſo ſhould provote ihn, 1" lit 
calling a people which were not a people. i E [ 
To conclude ; I find no ' reaſon to ſuſpect the author '® <7 
of the book which relates all theſe particulars. For ther! * thoſe 
the vaſteſt difference imaginable between a book comp, 5'2: 
by a private hand and diſpersd amongſt a whole peo: Ypothe: 
and a book of which the people themſelves ſeem to ve tit put Nac 
joint authors, as well as the common ſubject. In this dt Jould " 
the antiquity of the book and of the people is conſeſſe:) clas 
the ſame. tures 
'Trs no inconſiderable recommendation of theſe writin * 00 
that they were compoſed by authors contemporary to ts 3 
ta | 


fads which thev :.cord, All hiſtories compiled by perl 


liv 
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en egal in age to the actions deſcribed are ſuſpicious : as 

he bouks of the Sibyls, of Hermes Triſmegiſtus, and many 

„hers, which having for a while paſſed witk credit in the 

eld, have been detected as ſorgeries by ſucceeding times. 

CE Conte: porary authors are neither capable of thus fraud, nor 
liable to this cenſure, 


IX. 
The Injuſtice and Corruption of Man. 


IM. N 1s viſibly made for thinking: this is all the me- 
n rit which he boaſts, and all the glory to which he 
Boſpices. To think as we ought, is the ſun of human du- 
ty: and the true art of thinking is to begin with ourſelves, 
Wour Author, and our end. And yet what is that which en- 
Woffes the thoughts of the whole world? not one of theſe 
ſebjects: but the purſuit of pleaſure, the improvement of 
Wealth, the increaſe of honour and eſteem ; in fine, the 
g ak ing ourſelves Kings, without reflecting what it is to be 
king. or to be a man. 
* Huan thought is a thing naturally excellent and noble, 
D. mult have prodigious defaults, ere it can he expoſed to 
Kontempt : and yet ſuch it has, that nothing is indeed more 
Filieuions, How great does it appear in its genuine nature! 
® little, under its corruption and abuſe ! 
* Ir we believe a God, the duty of loving Him and not 
e Creatures will be neceſſarily inferred. The reaſoning 
' thoſe profane Epicures deſcribed in the book of Van 
a5 grounded on the denial of Gop's exiſtence. Upon this 


8 IG 


oj ypotheſis, they reſolved to take their fill of the creatures. 
FP» bad they known the ſalſeneſs of their principle, they 
m - ard have concluded the quite contrary. And this is the 
7: acluſion of the wiſe and the good: there is a Gop ; the 

ſeuures, therefore, ought not to engage our ſtudy, or at- 
act our deſire. Every thing which incites to an union 
zug be creatures, is evil: becauſe it either i.inders us fem 


ring Gop, if we already know him; or from feeb ivy 


D 2 him, 
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him, if as yet we know him not. But now we find o 
ſelves to be full of theſe incitements, and to be wholly my, 


_— 1 | has 
up of concupilcence, We are therefore full of evil; an 
2 x . 1 bor, 
if fo, we ought to hate and deteſt ourſelves, together yi 5. 
all that which allures or endears us to any thing, but to ur 


alone. mp 
* 


* IF at any time we endeavour to fix our thought ai BM 
attention apo God, how many things do we feel which Pere 
vert us from him, and which terapt us to muſe of other {" WR. 
jects? All this cometh of evil; but of ſuch evil as we lun 55 


89 . . . 11 Wit 

the misfortune to bring with us into the world. Pe 
is utterly falſe that we deſerve the eſteem or πν , e 
tion of men: and *tis injultice fo eagerly to covet it. We: 0 


we born maſters of reaſon, and with ſome knowledge of o WF » 
ſelves, we ſhould not entertain ſuch a deſire. And vet t. 8. pe. 
very deſire accompanies our birth. From our very v4, c. 
therefore we are unjuſt ; while every one of us ſets up tin WR... 
ſelf as the great mark of all that he acts or thinks. Ti... 
is contrary to the order of nature. Our inclinations opt o. 
to ſtand towards the publick : and this bias toward; c= 
ſelyes, is the firſt ſpring of all diſorder, in war, in polis 
in oeconomics; &. 

* As there ought to be a tendency in all the member 
of communities, whether natural or civil, towards prom 
ing the good of their reſpective bodies; ſo the commit: 5 
ties themſclves ought to tend to the welfare of another N 
dy, ſuch as is ſtill more general and comprehenſive. 

* WHoSOEVER does not deteſt in his own heart ti! 


4 
4 
. 
2 
4s 
o 


FAS, 


Lo . . : PA. A | 
ſelf-love, and this inſtinct which prompts him to af se 
pre-eminence above all perſons and things, is moſt wil. 
edly blind: becauſe nothing has a greater repugnancy ie. 
Juſtice and truth. For, as it is falſe that we deſerve fac 15 
a preference, fo is it unjuſt (and indeed impoſſible) wor 


rive at it, becauſe all are ready to put in their clain! !0 2... 
like ſupremacy. This, then, is a manifeſt piece af if N 
tice : ſuch as attends our birth; ſuch as we are obliged to ca 
rect ; and yet ſuch, as, humanly ſpeaking, is above our 
rection. 
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NzVERTHELESS, of all religions, except the Chriſtian, none 
bas informed us, either that this is a fin; or that we are 
roc under its power; or that we are bound to ſtrive againſt 
i: none has once thought of preſcribing a method for its 
Te 
= * Tann is an inteſtine war in man, between the rea» 
Won and the paſſions. He might enjoy ſome fort of repoſe, 

| P ere he Sealy {w ayed by reaſon without paſſion; or only b 
pon without reaſon. But, fince he is ated by both, he 
* ite in continual diſquiet, not being able to maintain 
me peace with one, without entering into hoſtility with the 
n and hence he is always divided, and always at va- 

ice with himſelf. 

ir is to be looked upon as monſtrous and unnatural 
t live careleſly, while we are ander an utter ignorance of 

Wu ſclves : it is, however, far more terrible to live wickedly. 
ie ue are under a religious perſuaſion and belief. T he 
Jeet part of mankind ſeemed to be poſſeſſed with one ot 


be other of theſe infatuations. 


* 
1 þ # 

bert 7 

ade The Jews. 

m3 

_— LVIGHTY Cop intending to ſhew the world, that he 
. * 


was able to form a people, ſpiritually good and rigli- 
Þous, and to fill them with eternal glory, was pleaſed to 
ent by the goods of nature what he purpoſed to ac- 
opa in thoſe of grace; that men might learn to acknow- 
ue iaviſible effects of his power, by their experience: 
/ a the vitthle, 
© | Tus he = ſaved his people from the deluge, in the per- 
9 i Of Nuß; ; he cauſed them to ſpring from Abraham; he 
" | them out of the hands of their ene: nes, and clta- 
* hed them in reſt and peace. 
"A {EE cfign of providence in reſcuing them from the com- 
Fun, and in deducing their nation from one ſtock, was 
 oely to conduct them to a land of plenty. Eut as na- 
D 3 tere 


miracles were ſymbols and pledges of the inviſible, to be; 
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ture is the image and reſemblance of grace, ſo theſe vi 


formed in their ſeaſon. 

* ANOTHER Cauſe, why it pleaſed God in ſo wonder 
a manner to inſtitute and train up the Jcuiſb people, ſeen 
to have been, that, having reſolved to abridge his faith. 
ſervants of carnal and periſhable enjoyments, hemight evin 
by ſuch a ſeries of miracles, that he did not deny, tor war 
of power to beſtow, 

* TuIs people have been always immerſed in groſs u 


earthly conceits. As, that their father Ahr abam, even in relp ſha 
of his fizſh, was dear to Gop; and conſequently all wb rep 
ſcended from him: that for this reaſon, Gop had mum. 
ed them on the earth, and, by giving them ſpecial ma cc: 
Ciftin&tion, had prevented their mixing with other nate fin 
had recovered them out of Egypt, by many great and vB pea 
derſul ſigns, performed in their tayour ; had fed them «1 and 
mauna in the wilderneſs ; had brought them into a fruit to + 
and happy ſeat ; had appointed over them kings of ti * 
own race; had raiſed them a magnificent temple, for e 
offering up of beaſts, and the puritying therofelves by he 
ood of their ſacrifices; and would, in concluſion, be. 
them a victorious Meſias, who ſhould make them nabe o 
of the world. Ihim, 
* THe 7eu's were accuſtomed to great and ſplencicn ro 
r:cles ; and, hence, look ing on the wonders of the red a ni 
2nd of the promiſed land only as an abridgment ol 1" 2n: 
miglity things of their Meſſias, they expected from bir eth. 
more illuſtiious and ſurpriſing performances, of which i mn: 
the acts of Mes ſhould ſeem but an imperſect ſpecime! rid] 


Wyr « they. Were now grown old in carnal errors, 7 
Chriſt actually came at the time foretold, but not with t 
outward ſplendor which had poſſeſſed their thought : ec, 
hence they i him not to be the /Meffics. Mae 


his death, St. Paul was ſent to inſtruct men, that all tl * \ 
things happencd | in figure ; that the kingdom of Gon vo the! 
the ſpirit, not in the fleſti; that their enemies weite 100% ey) 1 
Babhlani eus, but their ow luſts aud paſſions ; that 004 ths 


i . 
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ted not in temples made with hands, but in a pure and 

vunable mind; that bodily circumciſion was unprofitable, but 
nie cucumſion of the heart greatly neceſſary and important, 
ee. 
1 . Gor having not thought fit wholly to diſcloſe theſe 
| WS truths to fo unworthy a people, and yet deſigning to fore- 
iel them, that they might hereafter gain the more eaſy ac- 
W c:ptztion and belief, ſignified the time of their accompliſh» 
mere in expreſs terms, and ſometimes clearly imparted the 
W things themſelves, but generally repreſented them under 
E ſhades and figures; to the intent, that thoſe who loved the 


| repreſentation, might fix on it without looking farther 
d that thote who loved the reality, might be able to diſ- 
cem it through the repreſentation. Agreeably to this de- 
6 fin, we fee the nation dividing itſelf at the Meſſiah's ap- 


E pearance : the ſpiritual part received and embraced him; 


Vo! 

v6 4nd the carnal part, who rejected him, remain his witneſſes 
rantid 3 to this day. 

8 us carnal Feu underſtood neither the greatneſs nor 
xr the humiliation of the Meffas, foretold by their prophets. 
ler d not know him in his greatneſs and exaltation: as 


cn ey were aſſured that he ſhould be David's Lord, 
aalen we is Sen; that he preceded Abraham, and had ſeen 
* . 3 . fo 

bm. They conceiv'd him not fo great, as to have been 


nen eternity. Nor did they lefs miſtake him in his 
red lation and death. “ Chriſt (fay they) abideth forever, 
of 188” 216 this Man profeſſeth of himſelf that he ſhall die.” They 
im eher believed him, therefore, to be mortal, nor yet to be 
bick (+ 111a] they conſidered him with no other regard, but to 
cine) y pomp and ſtate. 

„ 708 * {EY fo much doated on the Shadows of good things, 
n 00" {> cntirely fix'd them as the objects of their hope, that 
t: . at lat, miſtook the ſubſtance, when appearing at the 
anhin the manner deſcribed by the prophets. 

all 008088 * ME x indifpoſed to believing are wont to have recourſe, 
3D r lhiclter, to the unbelief of the cus. If matters (ſay 
re) were indeed fo clear and notorious, what ſhould hin- 


er thol who were the eye · witneſſes of them, from being 
| *. 
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perſectly convinced? Whereas their infidelity is really 0» WM 
of the foundations of our faith. Had they been indifferen 
perſons, their obſtinacy might have increas'd our avcrſiy;, 
and have given us a better colour for jealouſy and diltrut, BE 
But here's the miracle, that the ſame people, who were f 
violent lovers of the predictions, ſhould be no leſs vici. 
haters and oppoſers of the accompliſhments; and that |; 
very hatred: and oppoſition ſhould itſelſ be one of the ch 
predictions. 

* To procure authority and reputation to the Me/i:; 
was neceſſary that certain propheſies ſhould precede his * 
pearance, and ſhould remain in the cuſtody of unſuſpett. 
perſons, ſuch as were eminent for diligence and fidclity 
and, above all, for zeal, and ſuch as were remarkably kno; 
to the reſt of mankind. 

Tuar things might ſucceed accordingly, Gop was ple:\ 
ed to make choice of this carnal people, and to give then 
in charge the predictions concerning the Mfeſſiat, which cs 
ſcribed him after the manner of a temporal deliverer, and 
Ciſpenſer of ſenſible goods, ſuch as their hearts were part: 
cularly affected with. Hence, as they receiv'd the prophet 
with the greateſt demonſtrations of affection and reverenc, 
fo they communicated to all nations thoſe books of e 
prophets which foretold the coming of the Mighty One; 
aſſuring them that he would moſt certainly come, and in 


the very manner expreſs'd by their records, which they key! ex 
open to the view of the whole world. But being finally ':- WF, © 
ceiv'd by the meanneſs and ignominy of his condition her Wi © 
on earth, they became his greateſt oppoſers. So that 3 
have now a people, who of all mankind can be Je: alt la- * 
ſpected of partial favour towards us, thus lending their at A 
ance to ſupport our cauſe, and, by the zeal which they ſhe ” 
for. their law and their prophets, preſerving with, the mo! . te 
exact fidelity our evidences, and their own condemnation. * 
* Trose who rejected and crucified our Lorp, being d 0 7 
ſended at him, are the ſame people with whom thoſe wt ** 


ings ſtill remain which teſtify concerning him, and which 


affirm that he ſhall be rejected by them, and ſhall be a 0 


a 
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WT. Thus has their refuſal added an eminent mark 
WY: the truch of his credentials; and he bas been equally de- 
Heonſtrated for the Meffias by the righteous part of the eu- 
nion who embraced him, and by the wicked part who 
ol; Miſe him ; the one event no lefs than the other having 

: long before prophetically declared. 

n iz reaſon why the propheſies were conceiv'd with 
ee ſenſe, a remote and ſpiritual, to which this people 
eie ſrongly averſe, under an obvious and carnal, to which 
Nen cre engerly inclined, ſeems to have been this: Had 
3 {p111tual ſenſe been entirely diſcloſed to them, it being 
Iich as they were unable to love, to embrace, or even to 


N 


I 
N 
iy 
K 


. 
:- Nr, they would have had very little zeal to preſerve their 
. Pungs and inſtitutions; or, if they could have reliſh'd 
g 1 ſpiritual promiles, and had therefore kept their books 
m | Kuicomrupted till the time of the Meſſias, then their evidence 
*. wb have ſuffered in its force, as being the teſtimony of 
ends. We fee, therefore, on the one hand, the neceſſi- 
a of concealing the ſpiritual ſenſe ; yet, on the other hand, 
m_ boald this concealment have been too deep for all light and 
mY Ciicovery, the great evidences of the Meſſiat had been ſup- 
„. What expedient therefore was applied? The ſpi- 
© the tual fenſe was, as to the main, diſguis'd under the carnal, 
„ee, in ſome places was expreſly deliver'd without the leaſt 
„ Wov<t or ſhade. Again, the time and ſtate of the world were 
* p exactly, and with fo many circumſtances, deſcribed and 
10 6 termined, that the fun is nor clearer at noon-day. And 
_ here are lome paſſages in which the ſpiritual import is fo 
+ „nat taught, that no leſs degree of blindneſs than that 
1 fo ich the mind ſuffers when entirely oppreſs'd and enſlav- 
. by : the body, can withold us from diſcerning it. 
/ ſhe Ser then the admirable diſpoſal of Providence! In an if 
— hnite number of places, the ſpiritual ſenſe is cover'd over | 
nien. COOLS ; yet in ſome (though rarely occurring) it is 
ing fenly reveaPd : and this in ſuch a manner, as that the 
. ſages in which it is ſuppreſs'd are capable of both ſenſes, 1 


ut thoſe in which it is declared can agree only to the ſpi- 
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which are good in themſelves, do yet become the enems 
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So that this proceeding can by no means be accuſed y 
tending to lead men into error: nor could by any, but | by 
a people whoſe heart was fo entirely carnal, have been py, 
verted or miſunderſtood. 

Tuvs when good things were promiſed them in gre | 
bundance, what could hinder them from interpreting u. 
promiſe of true and real goods, but their covetouſneſs: v4 Mio: 
determin'd their apprehenſion to earthly riches ? WSH 
thoſe who placed their only treaſure in heaven, would har 
referr'd the promiſe to Gop alone. For there are two pri 
ciples which divide the wills of men, covetouſne(s, 
charity. It is not indeed impoſſible that covetouſneſs ſol 
ſubſiſt with faith, or charity with temporal poſſeſſions. be 
here's the difference; the former employs itſelf in uſy 
Gop, and enjoying the world, the latter in uling the wail 
and enjoying Gop. 

AGAIN, the end which we purſue is that which gives nans 
to things: and whatever hinders us in the proſecution d 
this, is ſaid to be at enmity with us. Thus the creatury 


of good men, when they divert them from Gop : nd Gena) 
himſelf is ſtil'd an enemy by thoſe whom he oppoſes in d 


luſts. 4 f 
Hence, the appellation of enemy changing its conte { 
tion according to the different end which men propoſe, pu ized 
men by it underſtand their paſſions, and carnal men "inc 
Bobyloians : : fo that this term was obſcure only with if be R 
pedt to the wicked. And 'tis on this account that * guiſt 
ſays, ſigna legem in diſcipulis mois, Seal the law among ] 
ciples ; and that he tells us, Chriſt ſhall be à ſtore of f ha 
bling and a reck of offence ; tho', as our Lord him d 1 
clares, Bleſſed are thoſe who all not be offended in him. iv: « 
Taz prophet Hoſea evidently declares the ſame dH of c 
ence. ///hs is wiſe, and he ſhall underſtand theſe things; Tur 
dent, and he ſhall know them: for the ways of the 7 99 
right : and the juſt ſhall walk in them, but tranſgreſe un 
fall therein. noſes 


id 
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ver this book of the Old Teſtament, which was in ſuch 
banner framed and compiled, as that while it enlighten'd 
+ be. it no lefs blinded others, did nevertheleſs demon- 
Ute in the latter the truth which it diſcover'd to the for- 
Sr. For the viſible and temporal goods which they re- 
ed from Gop were fo great and divine, as to teſtify his 
rer o conferring all inviſible and ſpiritual bleſſings, to- 
*ther with the end of all, the Meſſtas. 
* Txz time of our Lord's firſt coming was expreſly ſore- 
d; but that of his ſecond is not. Becauſe at his firſt 
Worming he was to appear in a private manner, and with. 
ut any ſplendid marks of diſtinction: whereas his ſecond 
went ſhall be ſurpriſing, publick, illuſtrious, and viſible 
& his orcateſt enemies. But though his firſt appearance 
o be thus obſcure, diſcernible only by thoſe who ſearch- 
|, the ſcriptures ; yet were things ſo providentially diſpoſ- 
. that 2}! this contributed to the e making him known. The 
ur were his witneſſes by receiving him; becauſe they 
ere the guardians of the propheſies; and they were no 
& his witneſſes by rejecting him, becauſe in this they very 
mally accompliſh'd the ſame propheſies. 
Tu 7ews were in poſſeſſion of miracles which they 
1 ſeen performed, and of propheſies which they had 


ast Wen fulfilled. Again, the doctrine of their law was com- 
© ed in the love and adoration of one Gop ; and this do- 
en ne was perpetual : it had therefore all the marks of the 
ith le Relicion. And fo it really was: for we ought to dif 


guiſn between the doctrine of the cus, and the doctrine 


ch of the Fews. The doctrine of the Zews could 
of (have been true, tho' we ſhould ſuppoſe it to have had 
\ſcli cles and propheſies, and perpetuity on its fide : becauſe 
him. WW: defcient in the main principle, the loving and adore- 


of Gon alone. 


ic UN 
% religion ought to be confider'd very diffe - 
Ari y in the ndition of holy men, and in the tradition of 


vulgar. The moral it teaches, and the bleſſedneſs it 
poles are both ridiculous according to the tradition of the 
ga, but they are incomparably great and excellent in 
the 
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the tradition of holy men. Its foundation is wonder# 
tis the moſt ancient and moſt authentic book in the wa 
and whereas Mahomet, to procure the eſtabliſhment cf j; 
writings, has forbidden them to be read, Moſes, to confn 
the authority of hi, has commanded all the world to u 
them. 

Tu Fewi/h religion is altogether divine; in its 
thority, in its duration, in its perpetual obligation, in 
morality, in its conduct, in its doctrine, in its effect 

Tuis whole model and pattern was form'd with reſin 
blance to the truth of the Meſias: and the truth df 
Meſſias was diſcovered and teſtified by this its moe! Mi... 


mmm 


pattern. co 
UNDER the Jeuiſh œconomy, truth appear'd but in WW; 
gure ; in heaven it is open and without veil : in the cas, \ 


militant, it is ſo veil'd as to be yet diſcern'd by its cont 
pondence to the figure, As the figure was firſt built wa 


the truth, ſo the truth is now diſtinguiſhable by the fen « 

He that takes his eſtimate of the Jewiſb religion ana ng 
groſſneſs of the Jewiſh multitude, cannot fail of makin uit 
very wrong judgment. It is to be ſought for in the ſacred d 
uigs and in the traditions of the prophets : who have gran; 
us ſufficient aſſurance that they underſtood the law not e! 
cording to the letter. Our religion, in like manner, ü. 
and divine in the goſpels, in the preaching of the ap,, 
and in the traditions of the church: but it appears ut] |. 
disfigured in thoſe who maim, or corrupt it. But, 1 
Fut Jews ſeem to have been of two ſorts, cpp! 
to their different paſſions and deſires; which in ſome idea 


merely Pagan, in others altogether Chriſtian. 

The Meſſas, according to the carnal Fews, ws 
come like a mighty temporal prince. According {0 d 
Chriſtians, he is come to diſpenſe with our loving Cob, 
to give us ſacraments which ſhall operate without our d 
currence. This is no more the religion of Criſtiau, 
that was properly the religion of eus. 

* THE true votaries of both religions agree in ach conte 
ledging a Meſſas, who ſhall inſpire them with the 1 I 
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Cos, and by that love ſhall make them triumph over their 
enemies. 

| * The veil which is upon the ſcriptures, in reſpect of the 
amal Jews, holds likewiſe in reſped of wicked Chriſtians, 
ind of all thoſe who will! not ſubmit to hate and deteſt 
S themſelves. But how well are we diſpoſed for the under- 
standing of the ſcriptures, and for the knowledge of Jeſus 
8 C/ri0, when we have once made ourſelves the objects of our 
real averſion and abhorrence! 

Fut carnal Jews fill the middle place between Cbriſti- 
Jan and Pagans. The Pagans knew not Gop, and there- 
E fore loved nothing but the world: the cus knew the true 
E Goo, and {till loved nothing but the world: while we Chri/= 
Hans as we have received the knowledge of the true Cod, 
ole have renounced the love of the world. Fews and 
egen love the ſame world: Chriſtians and Jews know the 
aß eme GoD. 

2 * The 7ews are a people viſibly framed to be the ſtand- 
oma ing witneſſes of the Mefſiar. They preſerve the ſcripture 
ig WW with the greateſt diligence ; they love it with the greateſt 
aidour ; but they are wholly at a loſs in apprehending it, 


And all this has been expreſly foretold ; for tis ſaid, that 
not de ſtatutes of Gop ſhould be deliver'd to them; but, as 4 
bug tit i, ſealed. 
pol dos lang as there was a ſucceſſion of prophets to guard 
une law, the people were entirely negligent as to its cuſtody, 


But, upon the ceaſing of the prophets, the zeal of the people 


cor Wupplic their room. And this, amongſt others, is a pro- 
ue ende too remarkable to be overlook'd. 

0 XI 

0 C 

200, M9SES. 

our d 


HEN the creation of the world began now to ſtand 
at a remoter diſtance, Gop was pleas'd to provide 
| contemporary hiſtorian, and to appoint a whole nation for 


ik kzepers of his biſtory ; as well that this regiſter might 
E be 
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be the moſt authentick in the world, as that all mani 
might hence be inſtructed in a fact, which was ſo neceſſi 
for them to know, and yet ſo impoſſible other wiſe to b 
known. 

* MOSES was a perſon of very great genius an! can 
city. This is on all hands confeſſed. Had he thereſys 
written with an intention of deceiving, he would have ey: 
cuted it in ſuch a manner as not to be convicted of the & 
ceit. His conduct we find to be quite different: inſonus 
that had he delivered what was fabulous, there was not or: 
Few but could have detected the impoſture. 

Wav, for inſtance, does he make the lives of the { 
men ſo vaſtly long, and fo very few generations of ther! 
In a multitude of generations he might have ſhelter'd hin 
ſelf from diſcovery; but in a few this artifice was i pd. 
cable. For 'tis not the number of years, but of genera 
which renders things obſcure, 

TRUTH never decays or is impair'd but by the ſucceſſy 
and change of men. And yet we find this hiſtorian placry 
the two greateſt events that can enter into human though 
the creation and the deluge, fo cloſe together as even r 
make them touch, by means of the few generations whit 
he counts between. Inſomuch, that, at the time of his n 
giſtring theſe things, the memory of them could not bu 
Nil! freſh and lively in the minds of all the Jeuiſb nariar 

* LAMEC had a ſight of Adam, Sem of Lamec, Alu 


ham of Sem, Jacob of Abraham, and Moſes of thoſe who ul 
ſeen Jacob. Therefore the creation and the deluge arc f 05 
dubitably true. This argument muſt be acknowledge! ir . 
concluſive by thoſe who apprehend its proceſs. 'S 
TE longevity of the patriarchs, inſtead of conta, 
ing to the decay of paſt memory, was in the higheſt dc 
ſerviceable to its preſervation. For if we ate ſometinahſ - 
hindered from being ſufficiently expert in the ſtory of A 2 
anceſtors, it is becauſe we have ſeldom lived in their cor * 
pany, or becauſe they left the world before we arrived at! "I 
age of reaſon. But when human life ran out to ſuch ang Win 


tent, children enjoyed tae means of converſing long 8 
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their parents. And what could be the ſubject of this con- 


| verſation, but the lives and actions of their progenitors, ſince 

a 

) WS theſe compriſed the body of univerſal hiſtory, and ſince 

l 1 men were as yet unacquainted with arts and ſciences, which 
o take up fo large a ſhare in our diſcourſe ? It ſeems ev1- 

my 

dent, therefore, that the keeping exact genealogies was the 

or 


* | peculiar care, and almoſt the whole employment, of thoſe 
earlier times. 


XII. 
F I'GU KEE S 


I there are ſome figures clear and demonſtrative, fo 

there are others which ſeem leſs natural, and which 
prove nothing but to thoſe who have diſcovered the fame 
truths by other lights. The latter figures may ſcem to re- 
ere thoſe invented by ſome men who build propheſies on 
a Revelations expounded according to their own fancy 
bees the difference: ſuch perſons have no infallible 
be on Mors to ſupport the doubtful ones which they would 


Introduce. So that they are guilty of the higheſt injuſtice 


1 while they pretend theirs to be alike well grounded with 
re meal OUTS; becauſe they have not others, which are in- 
* nteltivie, to prove them by, as we have. This is by no 
a Means therefore a parallel caſe; nor ought we to compare 
%% onoun nd things which agree in one reſpect, when they 
Ae e LA valtly diſtant in all other 

*. * 1:SUS CHRIST, 3 by Joſeph, the beloved 
1 18 uy ther, and by him ſent to viſit his brethren, is the 
tcib0b nt perſon whom his brethren fold for a few pieces of 
| dome bo and who by this means became their. Lord and Sa- 
3 EN nay the Saviour of ſtrangers, and of the whole 
* wh which had not happened but for this plot of deftroy- 
- cos this act of rejecting him, and of expoſing him to 
1 ä 

wh CoxSDeR in both examples the ſame fortune and the 
gg 1 mc H α˖,jQMe; 79/eph in the priſon between two criminals ; 


E 2 Feſus 


* 
.T 
Fo 
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Zeſus on the croſs between two thieves. Joſepb foretels d: 
liverance to one of his companions, and death to the Other 
from the ſame omens: Jeſus Chriſt faves one companion 
and deſerts the other, after the ſame crimes. Fo/eph cod 
barely foretel : Jeſus Chriſt by his own action performs u 
he had foretold. 7o/eph requeſts the perſon who (hou! 
be delivered to be mindful of him in his glory: the perſy 
ſaved by 7e/ſus Chriſt entreats his deliverer to remember kin 
when he came into his kingdom. n 
Tu fewi/h ſynagogue never totally ceaſed and \-car; WF: 
extinct; becauſe it was the figure of the Qriſtian chu: 
and yet, becauſe it was only the figure, it was ſuffered to Her. 
into ſervitude. The figure ſubſiſted 'till the arrival of th | 
truth; to the intent that the church might be always vi WW the 
either in the ſhadow and repreſentation, or in the (bun Wt! 
and reality, 


XIII. 
That the Lau was figurative. 


O evince the authority of both Teſtaments at once i 
are only to obſerve whether that which is prophet 


ed in the one be performed and accompliſhed in th gtte: : 
* Ir we would effectually try and examine the prop 
fies, we ought firſt of all to be ſure that we rightly unde. phet 
ſtand them. For, ſuppoſing them to have but one (en e 
it is certain the Meſſias cannot yet be come: but, ſnppoing BM © 
them to have two ſenſes, the Mefras is certainly cone, ny” 
the perſon of Fe/us Chriſt. ſeq. 
ALL the queſtion therefore is, whether they are indeed gente 
capable of a double meaning; whether they are figures df 
realities, that is, whether we ought not to ſeek ſomethin N 
farther in them than what they immediately preſent, 1 ; it 
whether we-ought to acquieſce in that conſtruction vag,“ 
offers itſelf to us at the firſt view. ſerve 
IF the law and the facrifices are real, tis neceſſary u * 
Un: 


they ſhould pleaſe Gop, and, on no account, be * 
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0 him. If they are figurative, tis neceſſary they ſhould 
W be pleaſing and diſpleaſing to God, in different regards. But 
vos, through the whole ſeries of ſcripture, they are ſometimes 


1101, 

* afhrmed to pleaſe Goo, ſometimes to diſpleaſe him: and, by 
vg WE conſequence, they are only figurative. 

It is ſaid, that the law ſhall be changed; that the 
ry WA (:crifices ſhall ceaſe; that the people ſhall continue without 


hin a Eng, without a prince, and without a facrifice ; that a 
neu covenant ſhall be eſtabliſhed; that a reform ſhall be 


e made ia the law ; that the Fews received commandments 
ich were not good; that their ſacrifices were abominati- 
„cs, and things which Gop required not at their hands. 

{ the Ir is id, again, that the law ſhall abide for ever; that 


ble, BA the covenant ſhall be eternal, the ſacrifices perpetual ; and 
he hat the ſceptre ſhall never depart from Judah, becauſe tis 
to continue 'till the everlaſting king ſhall commence his 

F721: Do ſuch expreſſions evince all this to be real? No. 

Do then demonſtrate it to be figurative? No. They only ſhew 

that it mut be either reality or figure. But the former compar- 

ed ut theſe latter exclude the reality, andeltabliſh the figure. 

ALL theſe pailages taken together cannot be applied to 

ten te reahty; but they may be all applied to the figure, 


her tet fore, they were ſpoken in figure, not in reality. 
ade * Wobrp we know whether the law and the facrifices 
obere real, or hgurative, we ought to diſcover whether the pro- 


unde pb ets in ſpcaking of theſe things had their eyes and thoughts 
(ns erurely fixed on them, fo as to look no farther than the old 
che venant; or whether they did not carry their intention to 
ne u Pbrenhat elle, of which all this was but the ſhadow and 
Wfniblance ; as in a picture we contemplate the thing repre- 
del RY {ent:d. And in order to this diſcovery we need only hear 
res d What they ſay. 
hint Now when they ſpeak of the covenant as being everlaſting, 
at; Ws |! pollible they ſhould mean the fame covenant, which 
wad be cllcwhere teſtify ſhall be changed! The like may be ob- 
ſerved of the ſacrifices, c. 
y th * Tye prophets have expreſsly faid, that 7/ del (hall be 
eig ay beloved of Gop, and that the law {hall Le an ordi- 
u | = A I Lance 
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nance for ever. But they have likewiſe faid, that th 
words were veil'd, and their meaning not to be fathomel iy 
their hearers. 

We may illuſtrate this whole caſe by the familiar i 
ſtance of writing in Cyphers, Suppoſe we intercept a leut 
of importance, in which we diſcern one plain and obyicy 
meaning, and are told, at the ſame time, that the enki; 
yet ſo obſcured, as that we ſhall even ſee the words with; c. 
Keing it, and underſtand them without underſtanding |; 
What are we to judge but that the piece has been pernet 1 
cyphers; and ſo much the rather the more apparent coats 
rieties we meet with in the literal conſtruction? How gt 
Eſteem and veneration ought we, therefore, to expreßꝭ f 
thoſe who decipher this writing to us, and bring us acquam BF «f + 
with its ſecrets : eſpecially if the key which they make dt 
A be eaſy, agreeable, and natural? This is what was pe: 
formed by our Lord and his Apoſtles : they have opetel 
the ſeal, and rent the veil, and reſcued the fpirituz! ſen 
from the literal diſguiſe. They have taught us that ovr c:» WW 6 1 
mies are our own carnal affections, and that our Redeere 
is to be a ſpiritual conqueror ; that he is to have a fill 2. 
a ſecond coming, the one in humility to abaſe the provi 
the other in glory to exalt the humble: in a weil), thi 
JESUS CHRIST is to be GoD, as well as man. 

* IT was our Lord's chief employment to inform mi, F 
that they were lovers of themſelves, that they were (inves Wc. 
and ſlaves, blind, diſtempered, and miſerable : that herew 
on it was needful he ſhould deliver and heal them, (hou! riot. 
enlighten, reſtore, and bleſs em: that all this was to ran 
performed by their hating themſelves, and by their tak" iſto 11, 
up each his croſs, and following him, their maſtcr, to ee. 
flition and death, , oft 

* THE letter killeth. It was neceſſary that Chr: (nou Ey 
ſuffer, that Gop ſhould humble himſelf; that there ould ht 
a circumciſion of the heart; « true aft, a true ſacrifice, 2 ht + 
temple; a two fold law, (as well as a two fold table of dt 
Jaw, ) a two fold temple, a two fold captivity, This was e a 
difficult cypher preſented to us. * 


— 
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Wir have, at length, been taught by our Lord to unfold 


e i-:ricacy of theſe figures: we have been informed what 

„dt be truly free, to be a true //raclite ; we have been 

geun the true circumciſion, the true bread of heaven, &c. 
11 the promiſes of the Old Teſtament every one finds 
niet be chiefly delights to ſeek, what is moſt agreeable,to 
WE his 077 heart and affections; ſpiritual goods or temporal, 
cod or the creatures. But with this difference, that they 

who ſeck the creatures find them attended with numerous 

1 WT contradictions, with a prohibition to love them, and with a 
m colt injunction to love and worſhip Gop alone: where» 
it WP they who ſeek Gop find him without the leaſt repugnan- 
g. 20 with a pleaſing command to admit no other object 
nil A of worſhip or of love. 
of Tut main ſources of verbal contrarieties in {criptures are 
per A tle myſteries of a Go humbled to the death of the croſs ; 
ere! Nola Me as triumphing over death by dying himſelf ; of the 
ſon's w natures in FESUS CHRIST, of his two fold coming; 
cents eſtates and conditions of human nature. 
ne * A: we cannot jultly compoſe a man's character, but by 
20 WT acc 1initinng for all the contrarieties in his humour or conduct; 
ss not enough to purſue a train of agreeable quali- 
nee, bout giving the reſolution of thoſe which appear 
to be »ppofite ; fo e'er we can perfe&ly underſtand the ſenſe 
of an author, *tis neceſſary that all the contrary paſſages 
hoald be reconciled, 

W#FREFORE, in order to a right apprehenſion of the 

ſcripture, we ought to find out a ſenſe in which all the 
ſernungly oppoſite places thall agree. Nor is it ſufficient 
bo have an interpretation in which many conſonant paſ- 
laces ſhz1] be united, but we muſt have one in which the 
volt diſſonant ſhall meet and conſpire. 
Evezy author either has one principal aim and purport; 
N Which al] the ſuppoſed differences will be found conſiſt- 
nt, or he has no meaning at all. The latter cannot be 
lid of the ſ$ptures and propbeſies. They unqueſtion- 
"; abougd in good ſenſe, Some one rneaning, then, _ 
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will afford us, by which the ſeveral repugnancies in tyle 
may be adjuſted and compoſed, 

Tum true ſenſe, therefore, cannot be that which is ge 
en them by the Jews. But in ZESUS CHRIST all the 
various diſſonancies are reduced to perſect harmony. 

THE peur had not skill enough to make the abropation 


with the propheſy of Faces. 

IF we take the law, the facrifices, and the kinodoy, 
for things really and ultimately deſign'd, we ſhall not be 
able to reconcile all the paſſages of the ſame author, nor of 
the lame book, nor, many times, of the ſame chapter. Whict 
ſufficiently diſcovers the intention of the writers. 

* THE fews were not permitted to offer ſacrifice,  { 
much as to eat the tenths, elſewhere than at 7eru/alz cn 
ly, the place which the Lord had choſen. 

* HOSE foretold, that the cus ſhould be wie 
king, without © prince, without ſacrifices, and with9ut ins 
ger. Which prediction we now fee fully accompliſi'd : 1» Wi 


facrifice being legally to be offered, but at Feru/a!-:, * 
* WHENEVER the word of Gop, which is eternally tri, iſp: 
ſeems to be falſe in the literal conſtruction, its truth !s pr» bin 
ſerv'd in the ſpiritual. S/ rhou on my right hand : this Tho 
falſe if ſpoken literally, yet *tis ſpiritually true, Such «- ue! 
preſſions as theſe deſcribe Gop after the manner of men: ire, 
and this in particular only implies, - that the ſame honou ibeir 
which men intend in ſetting others at the right hand, G0 O 
will alſo confer, in the exaltation of the Meſſias. ]: is there rive. 
fore a note of the divine intention, but adlects not the p'* ut te 
ciſe manner of the execution. vüth⸗ 
Taus again, when *tis ſaid to the 7/raelites, Gor hae th 
ceiv'd the odour of your incenſe, and will give yon, ies, 
compenſe, a fertile and plentiful land; the meaning r the 
more than this, that the ſame affection which men, del AN 
ed with your perfumes, would expreſs by rewarding nente 
with a fruitful land, the ſame will Gop expreſs towards ber e 


N 
eople | 


in his bleſſings; becauſe you alſo entertain the like gra 
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A poliion towards Gop, as a man does towards his ſuperi- 
os, when he thus preſents them with ſweet odours. 
| Tus fole aim and intention of the whole ſcripture is Cha- 
. All that tends not to this end is merely figure, For 
F fnce chere can be but one point and ultimate ſcope, what- 
ever is not directed thither in expreſs terms, muſt, at leaſt, 
de couch'd under ſuch as are ambiguous, 
Cob, in compaſſion to our weakneſs, which variety alone 
can pleaſe, has fo varied this one precept of charity, as to 
conduct us, every way, to our real intereſt and welfare. 
of WE for cnc thing alone being ſtrictly neceſſary, and yet our 
ch WF hearts being ſet on divers things, Gop has provided for the 

betistaction of both theſe inclinations together, by giving us 
6 A fuch 2 diverſity as ſtill leads us forward to the one thing 
01 : neceſlary. 

ue Rabbins take the breaſts of the ſpouſe for figure: 
1% they do every thing which has not a tendency to the ſole 
in ark of their expectation, worldly and carnal goods. 
Luxx are, and always have been, men who rightly 

F2pprehend that the only enemy of human nature is concu- 
ie, WT picence, which turns us away from Gop, and that Gob 
; pre» WW birn ſelf, not à fruitful land, is our only good and happineſs. 
F Thoſe who fancy the good of man to conſiſt in gratifying 
the fleſh, and his evil in the diſappointment of ſenuſal de- 
re, let them wallow in their pleaſures, let them die in 
their enjoyments ! But as for thole who ſeek Gop with their 
whole heart, whom nothing can grieve but the being de- 
prived of the light of his countenance, who have no defire 
but to enjoy his favour, no enemies but ſuch as divert or 
with-hol them from him, and whoſe greateſt affliction is to 
ſee themſelves encompaſs d and even ſubdued by ſuch ene- 
wies, let them be comforted : for them there is a Deliverer, 
wor them there is a GOD! 
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deli A Meſius was promis'd who ſhould reſcue men from their 
ing vol nenues, A Meſſas is come ; but to reſcue men from no 
ds iber enemies than their fins. 

geld * Wurzy David ſays that the Meſſiat fhall deliver the 


eople from their enemies, this, by a carnal expoſitor, may 
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for us not to diſcern and apprehend them. Let us 1 
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be applied to the Egyptians : and then, I confeſs, I an 4 
a loſs to ſhew him how the prophecy has been fulfil!'d, ya 
it may be likeways applied to mens iniquities ; fince theſe 
and not the Egyptians, are to be looked on as real ea 
mies. 

Bur if in other places he declares, as he does, (tozethy 
with //a:2h, and others) that the Meſſas ſhall deliver li; 
people from their fins ; the ambiguity is taken off, and thy 
double ſenſe of Enemies reduced to the fingle meaning 
niquities. For if theſe latter were chiefly in his thought 
he might well expreſs them by borrowing the name of the 
former: but if his mind was wholly bent on the former, i 
was impoſſible he ſhould ſigniſie them under the appe!latin 
of the latter. 

M9ISES, David and H/aich, all ſpeak of this victory in 
the ſame terms. Muſt we not, therefore, ack: ole 
that theſe terms have the ſame ſenſe ; and that Ae nl 
David had but one intention, while both ſpeak of me 
enemies, and the latter viſibly alludes to mens ſins. 

DANIEL, in his ninth chapter, prays that the peopt 
may be delivered from the captivity of their enemies ; bu 
his eye was plainly fix'd on their tranſgreſſions. Ani 4» e 
ſhew that it was ſo, he proceeds to relate the ſending d. 
Gabriel to him, with an aſſurance that his prayer was heat, 
and that after ſeventy weeks the people ſhould obtain d, 
verence from their iniquity ; that tranſgreſſions ſhou!d the 
have an end, and the Redeemer, the moſt Holy, ſhould bis eee 
in (not legal, but) everlaſting righteouſneſs. 

WHEN we are once let into theſe ſecrets, tis impoſiv! 


Te 
"y 
4 


the books of the Old Teſtament by this light: let us i 
whether Abraham's lineage and deſcent were the real caule 
of his being ſtiled the friend of Gop ; ; Whether the prom 
ed land was the true ſeat of reſt. Neither of theſe can k 
affirm' d: therefore both were ſymbolical. In a word, i 
us examine all the legal ceremonies, and all the precey' 
which are not of Charity, and we ſhall find them comps 

3 
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\ 4 ung one general image, one uninterrupted allegory, and pre- 
12 fgaration. 

ene XIV. 

the JESUS CHRIST. 

1 

| th {{ E infinite diſtance that there is between Body and 
17 d Sgirit, does but imperfedtly repreſent to us the diſ- 
wont, tance between Spirit and Charity, which, being altogether 
{ the ſupernatural, may be ſaid to be infinitely more infinite. 

cr, it ALL the ſplendor of outward greatneſs caſts no luſtre to- 
ation 


wards the eyes of thoſe who are engaged in the purſuits of 
wit. 

Taz greatneſs of wit and parts is wholly indiſcernible to 
the rich, to Kings and conquerors, and to all the great ones 
of the world. | 

Tut greatneſs of that wiſdom which cometh from above 
is alike imperceptible to the worldly and to the witty. Theſe 


peo are three orders of quite different kinds. 
3 Ol Spar geniuſes have their kingdom and ſplendor, their 
nc 1) WF victory and glory; and want not carnal greatneſs, becauſe 
ing d it bas no relation to the grandeur which they purſue. This 
neat, Nerandcur does not indeed ſtrike the eyes, but 'tis enough 
n de at eit caſts a diſtinguiſhable radiancy on the ſoul. 
Id the Tur faints likeways have their empire, their luſtre, their 
cl 69 Wercatneſs, and their triumphs ; and want not the pomp of 
sour, or the pride of genius; for theſe things are quite 
poſit Nur of their ſphere and order, and ſuch as neither increaſe 
15 123 nor dini the grandeur to which they aſpire. Theſe tru- 
t 113 e grext ones, are equally inviſible to bodily eyes, and to 
1 cauis Nous and ſubtle wits ; but they are manifeſted to Gop and 
pros gels, and are not ambitious of other ſpectators, | 
can de ARCHIMEDES would have gain'd the ſame eſteem, 
ord, A hour his relation to the royal blood of Sicily. It is true, 
preceo e wor 1:0 battels ; but he has left to all the world the be- 
camo ett of dis admirable inventions. O! how great, how 


. bright does he appear to the eyes of the mind ! 


JESUS 
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JESUS CHRIST, without worldly riches, without ty 


exterior productions of ſcience, was infinitely great in h; thc 
ſublime order of holineſs. He neither publiſh'd inventions, Ag 
ONE 


nor polleſs'd kingdoms ; but he was humble, patient, pur 
before Gop, terrible to evil ſpirits, and without ſpot of {1 
O! with what illuſtrious pomp, with what tranſcendent m 
nificence did he come attended, to ſuch as beheld him yi pa 
the eyes of the heart, and with thoſe faculties which in MF " 
the judgers and diſcerners of true wiſdom ! 

Ir had been needleſs for Archimedes, tho? of princely d 
ſcent, to have acted the prince in his books of geometry, 

Ir had been needieſs far our lord FESUS CH#IST 1 
have aſſumed the ſtate of an earthly king, for the il! ul; 
on of his kingdom of holineſs. But how great, how e 
cellent, did he appear in the brightneſs of his proper ord! 

Tis moſt unreaſonable to be ſcandalized at the mean ca 
dition of our Lord, as if it were oppoſed, in the fame a 
der and Kind, to the greatneſs which he came to diſpli 
Let us conſider this greatneſs in his life ; in his ſuffering; 
in his ſolitude ; in his death; in the choice of his att: 
dants ; in their act of forſaking bim; in the privacy of ii 
reſurrection; and in all the other parts of his hiſtory : 
ſhall find it fo truly rais'd and noble, as to leave no groun 
for our being offended at a meanneſs which was quite d 
another order, 

Bur there are ſome who can admire only the greatnes 
of this world; as if there were no proper greatneſs in wit 
and others who are charm'd only with greatneſs oi wit, 4 
if there were not ſtill a more noble, a more ſublime ge 
neſs in wiſdom. | 

Tut whole ſyſtem of bodies, the firmament, e in «In 
the earth and the kingdoms of it, are not fit to be cp 
in value to the loweſt mind or ſpirit ; becauſe Sp:rt 1s e ..._ 
dued with the knowledge and apprehenſion of all this ee 
as Body is utterly ſtupid and inſenſible. Again, the whol ſh.;. 
nited ſyſtems of bodies and ſpirits are not comparable to is 
leaſt motion of Charity; becauſe this is Kill of au o 
Gnitcly more exalted and divine. 
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Fro: all Body together we are not able to extract one 
thought. This is impoſſible, and quite of another order. 
Again, all Body and-Spirit together are unable to produce 
one ſpar E of Charity. This is likeways impoſſible, and of 
an 990 er above nature. 

* JESUS CHRIST liv'd in ſo much obſcurity (as to 
ba the world terms obſcure) that the Pagan hiſtorians, 
ho were wont to record only perſons of eminence and things 
of importance, have ſcarce afforded him a ſlender notice. 

* Wro amongſt men was ever arrayed i in ſo much ſplen- 
dor as our Lord! The whole Jcwiſb nation propheſied of 
him beforc his coming: the gentile world adored him at his 

coming: both Jews and Gentiles regarded him as their com- 
= n centre, their expectation and defire. And yet who 

a ever ſo little enjoyment of ſo abundant glory! Of thirty 
ee years, thirty he ſpent in privacy, and at a diſtance from 
the world. During the three which remained he was cen- 
furcs 10 an impoſtor; he was rejected by the prieſts and ru- 
ers of his nation, deſpiſed by his kinſmen and friends; and, 
2 concluſion, ke ſuffered a ſhameful death, betrayed by one 
if his attendants, abjured by another, and deſerted by all. 

War ſhare then can he be ſuppoſed to have born in all 
"is ſplendor? Never perſon was in greater glory: never per- 
ſon as in deeper diſgrace. - His whole ſplendor, therefore, 
as deſigned for our fakes, and to render him diſcernible to 
+; but not the leaſt ray was reflected back upon himſelf. 
Our Lord diſcourſeth of the ſublimeſt ſubjects in a phraſe 
dawn ad natural, as if it had not been deeply conſidered, 

ithal ſo pure and exact as to ſhew that it proceeded 
em th greateſt depth of thought. The joining of this ac- 
racy with this fimplicity is admirable. 

no made the Evangehſts acquainted with the per- 
ſections and : qualities of a ſoul truly heroic, that they ſhould 
be able paint it after ſo inimitable a manner in the perſon 
JESUS CHRIST ? What is the reaſon that they deſcribe 
m weak nd deiponding in his agony? Did they want skill 
Or £0101215 to repreſent a patient and conſtant death? No cer- 
muy: for St, Luke has drawn that of St. Stephen with more 
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bravery than that of our Lord. It was therefore wil 101 


juſt to make him capable of fear while the neceſſity of cen oh 
remained at a diſtance, but fearleſs when it arrived. Ard A 
here, again, is the remarkable difference; when he 27Peat x 
dejected, the affliction is ſuch as proceeds from kimſelf; 1, 1 
when afflicted by men, he is all courage and reſolution, * 
* BeroRE the birth of FESUS CHRIST the goſpel ſpe: 
I'ttle of the virgin ſtate of his holy mother: that there mis: 
be no part of ſacred hiſtery but what ſhould directly ber: 4 7 
reference to her ſon, = 
Tux Old and New Teſtament equally regard 74 
CHRIST; the former as its hope and expeRation ; the |». Wi 1 
ter as its author and example; both as their common cent 5 
and aim. 13 g 
Tut prophets had the gift of foretelling; but new i 354 
were foretold themſelves : the ſaints, which followed, we o ; 
foretold; but had not the power of foretelling. Our Lu! 8 
as he was the great ſubject of prophecies, ſo he was linie ; * 
the chief of prophets. | "HY. 
* JESUS CHRIST for all mankind : Mc/es for aft terſe) 
gle nation. = . wh 
* Tu 7ews were bleſs'd in Abraham; (I will 4% © 
them that bleſs thee :) but all the nations of the earth x dere 
bleſs'd in Abraham's ſeed: (a light to lighten the Cri, 3 
&c.) He has not done ſo to any nation; ſays David ſpei 6 * 
ing of the Low, He = done ſo to all Nations, tray n ions 
ſay, ſpeaking of the Go/þel. BY | 
uss is it the ſole prerogative of FESUS CHRIST 1 ert 
be an univerſal benefit and bleſſing. The ſacrament: as 4 * 
ſervice of the church have an eſſect only on actual believer dend all 
the ſacrifice. of our Lord on the croſs extends its mee, Wi re 
ous influence to the whole world. hatin os 
Lr us then ſtretch out our arms to embrace our mT... | 5 
eiſul deliverer ; who, having been promis'd four thouknWi =P. | 
years before, came, at length, to ſuffer and to die for xy, * 
at the time and with the circumſtances of the. promiſe, a hrerity of 
waiting, by his gracious aſſiſtance, till we ſhall die in per. Thi. 


through the hope of being eternally united to him; ay 


— 
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jn the mean while live with comfort, whether amongſt the 
good things which he ſo bountifully gives us to enjoy, or a- 
mongſt the evil things which he ſhall pleaſe to bring on us, 
W {r 017 oul's health, and which by his own exawple he has 
3 taught us to ſuſtain. 


XV. 
The evidences of FESUS CHRIST from the prophecies. 


HF. nobleſt evidences of our Lord, are the prophecies 
which preceded him. And accordingly it has pleas'd 
cop to exerciſe a peculiar care in this behalf; for, the full 
. accompliſtiment of them being a perpetual miracle, which 
Tracheth from the beginning to the end of the church, ſix- 
teen hundred years together, Gop rais'd up a ſucceſſion of 
rrophets, and during the ſpace of four hundred years after, 
he diſpers'd theſe prophecies, together with the 7ews that 
lest thern, through all regions of the world. See the won- 
| derſul preparation to our Lord's appearance! As his goſpel 
was to be embraced and believed by all nations, there was 
a neceſſity not only of prophecies to gain it this belief, but 
likewiſe of diffuſing theſe prophecies to the fame extent with 
human race. 
* SUPPOSING one ſingle man to have leſt a book of pre- 
ditions concerning FESUS CHRIST, as to the time and 
manner of his coming, and ſuppoſing him to have come a- 
peeably to theſe predictions, the argument would be of al- 
motk inßnite force. Yet here the evidence is ſtronger, be- 
yond all compariſon. A ſucceſſion of men, for the ſpace 
of four thouſand years, follow one another, without inter- 
uption or variation, in foretelling the ſame great event. A 
whole people are the harbingers of the Mefſias; and ſuch a 
people as ſubſiſted four thouſand years to teſtify, in a general 
%y, their aſſured hope and expectation, from which no 
frerity of threats or perſecutions could oblige them to de- 
at, This is a caſe which challengeth, in a far more tran- 
cendeut degree, our aſſent and wonder, 
F 2 a Tue 
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| * THF time of our Lord's appearance was ſigniſed the 
the ſtate of the Fews; by the condition of the Heathen alk 
world; by the compariſon between the two temples; and the 
even by the preciſe number of years which ſhould inte the 
veen. inv! 

*Txe prophets having given various marks of the 1-7; k&&: 
who was to come, it ſeem'd neceſſary that theſe mart; | 
ſnould all concur at the ſame period. Thus *twas ncceſlry rem: 
that the fourth monarchy ſhouid be eſtabliſh'd e'er the g. with 
piration of Daniel's ſeventy weeks ; that the (cept Lens 
ſhould then depart from Judah, and that the Mejia: o Pics ; 
then immediately appear. In purſuit of which prediction; F their 
our Lora appear*d at this juncture, and de monſtrated hi the ff 
claim to the ſtyle and character of the Meſios. 1 

* 1T is foretold, that under the fourth monarchy, beser 2 he 
the deſtruction of the ſecond temple, before the dom em 
of the Jews was taken away, and in the ſfeventicth of B. ans gr 
niePs weeks, the Heathen ſhould be led into the Knoles tear ir 
of the only true Gop, worſhipped by the Fews ; that that ternals 
who ſincerely feared and loved him ſhould be delivered fron | Tu, 
their enemies, and ſhould be repleniſh'd with higher dete ſelves | 
of his fear and love. forth o 


WE ſee the event anſwer in all points. During the re d 
of the fourth monarchy, before the deſtruction of the (econ ven; & 
temple, Cc. the Pagans in multitades adozed the true Go Wi dne 
and embraced a life altogether ſpiritual and angelic ; wom ſtumble 


conſecrated to religion their virginity, and their lic ; 4 Txzar 
voluntarily renounced all the pleaſures and enjoyinents 1 
tenſe. That which Plato was unable to effect upon 2 i Txar 
perſons, and thoſe the wiſeſt and beſt jnſtituted of h Meſras 
a ſecret force, by the help only of a few words, now uiii mer 
upon thouſands of ignorant, uneducated men. Thar 
WHAT means this prodigious change? It is no other all places 
was foretold ſo many ages ſince. Efundam /piritun md holy, 

fuper omnem carnem(a). The whole world, which la & 

ſaved to Juſt and unbelief, was now ſurprizingly inan 
with the fire of charity. Princes reſigued teu c. : % Jer. 

77 3 
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he rich abandon'd their poſſeſſions: the daughters, with an 
.gnihing courage, contended for the prize of martyrdom; 
the ſons forſook their parents and habitations to erfibrace 
the ſolitude of defarts. Whence ſprings this unknown and 
© :nviible force? The Meſſias is arrived: behold the ef- 
(as and the tokens of his coming 

| Fox two thouſand years together, the Cop of the Fews 
& remain'd unknown to an infinite variety of nations overſpread 
E with Paganiſm. Yet, at the preciſe time fotetold, the Pa- 
gens in all nations adore this only true Gop ; the idol tem- 
| ples are every where deſtroyed : Kings themſelves ſubmit 
E their ſcepters to the croſs, What new thing is this? It is 
che ſpirit of God pour'd out upon all the earth. 

| IT was tcltified that the Meſſias ſhould come to eſtabliſh 

2 new covenant with his people(a); ſuch as might make 
tem forget their departure out of Egypt, in compariſon with 

this great deliverance : that he ſhould put his law and his 

fear into their hearts(6); both which reſted before in ex- 
ternals only. | 

Tnar the Jews ſhould reject our Lord; and ſhould them- 
ſelves be rejected of Gop (c): the beloved vine bringing 
forth only wild grapes. That the choſen people ſhoull 
prove diſloyal, ungrateful and incredulous : populus non cre- 
den; & contradicens(d). That Gop ſhould ſtrike them with 
blindneſs(e) : and that, like blind men, they ſhould 
ſtumble at noon· day. 

Tuar the church ſhonld be narrow in its beginning( f?, 
and ſhould afterwards diffuſe itſelf to a prodigious extent. 
Txar idolatry ſhould then be extirpated( g): that the 
Ye fir ſhould vanquiſh and expel the falſe deities, and re- 

ce men to the worſhip of the true Gap. 

Txt the idol temples ſhould be caſt down; and that in 
all places of the world(þ) men ſhould offer to Gop a pure, 
and holy, and living ſacrifice, in the room of the {lain beaſts, 
F 3 THAT 


2,1>4- (d) Ifaiah Ixv. 2, (e) Deut. xxviii, : 8, 20, ( Ezek. 
my ( Ezek, XX. 13 (+) Mal. i. 11. 


fa) Jer, weil, 7. (5) Iſaiah li. 7. Jer. xxx'i 40. c) Iaiah v. 
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Tnar the Meſſias ſhould inſtruct men in the true 41 


porſect way. 
THarT he ſhould reign over the cut and Gentiles, 


No perſon before or ſince our Lord has been know 1 


teach any thing which bears the leaſt affinity to theſe yy 
dictions. 


ArTER fo many meſſengers ſent to notify his cmi 
with all the x 
ſured evidences of the perſon, and all the eoncurring c 


the Mefias was pleaſed himſelf to appear; 


cumilances of the time. He came to inform men, that the 
had properly no other enemies than themſelves ; or, thu 
thoſe paſſions which ſeparated them from Gop : that hi 
office was to ſet them free from theſe enemies; to H 
en them with his grace; to unite them all in one h. 
church; to reconcile Fews and Gentiles, by deſtroying t! 
ſuperſtition of the former, and the idolatry of the latter, 

WuHarT the prophets have farther intimated, my 7p ith 
(might be ſay) ſhal! ſhortly accompliſh. The Fes arg 
the point of being rejected; and the deſolatian of Joi rol 
lem draws nigh : the Gentiles ſhall ſoon be admitted tot 
knowledge of the true GoD; and theſe my apoſtles (hall) 
their introducers, when you ſhall have firſt extinguillied jou 
title by {laying the heir of the vine-yard. 

AND the iſſue of all this was, that the apoſtles acorn; 
ly pronounced the ſentence of rejection on the 7ews, i 
declared the glad tidings of acceptance and falvation to ti 
Gentiles. 

AND yet, through the power of natural concupilcent 
vas this civine undertaking oppoſed by the unite forced 
all mankind. This king of Jews and Gentiles was Ce: 
was oppreſſed by both, equally conſpiring againſt r 4 
Whatever was wont to ſtile itſelf great in the world, attic 
ec this religion | * its very infancy ; the learned, c *h 
and the princes of the earth. The firlt perſecu! 2 it wil 
their pen; the ſecond with their tongue; the laſt with wa 
(wort. But in ſpite of all oppoſition, within how iet 
ſpace do we behold our Lord reigning victoriouſiy over 


encmies of every kind! and deſtroying as well the 7 
4 
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ne Gentile worſhip, each in its chief ſeat and metropo- 


raſa /em and Rome, planting in one of them the firſt, 
ther the greateſt of churches. 
405 of mean endowments, and of no authority or 


ſtrenath, ook as were the apoſtles and primitive Chriſtiant, 


"ha 75 


t. 
ber. 
LE! 


111 cn 


int all the powers of the earth ; overcame the 


, 
"a 77 
1 Dore 2 2 


A exrred, - wiſe, and the mighty; gave a total ſubverſt- 


„the idol worſhip, which had fo firmly eſtabliſh'd itſelf 


4 1 the warld. And all this was brought to paſs by the ſole 


virtue aud influence of that divine word which ſoretold our 
Lora 's apps aArancée. 

* Tur eus, in putting to death FESUS CHRIST, 
whom they believed not to be the Meſſias, gave him the fi- 
nal mark and affurance of the Meſſul's character. The 
more they perſiſted in denying him, they ſtill became the 


EF rmoce infallible witneſſes of his truth. For to diſown, and 


to ſlay him, was but to join their own teſtimony to that of 
the prophecies, which they fulhlled. 
* Wo is ſo ignorant, as not to diſtinguiſh and acknow- 


edge our Lord, after the numerous prophetical tokens and 
F circumſtances of his hiſtory? For it was expreſsly declared, 


(% T#AT he ſhould have one ſpecial meſſenger and ſore- 


Yin yr av 
T4 ALL) 


(5) Tus he ſhould be born an infant. 

(c) TH4T his birth place ſhould be the city of Bethle- 
hem; that he ſhould ſpring from the tribe of Judah 
and houſe of David; that he ſhould exhibit himſelf more 


ſc/pecially at Jeruſalem. 


(4) Ty ar he thould veil the eyes of the wiſe and learn- 
el, and preach the goſpel to the poor ;, that he ſhould re- 
ſtore gent to the blind, health to the diſeaſed, and light to 
ole who languiſhed under darkne£.. 
(e) Tun he ſhoufd teach the true and perſet way, and 
Ihould be the great inſtructor of the Gentiles. 

LF) Tus he ſhould oſtei himſelſ as à ſacriſice for the 
us of the whole world. 

(a) TraT 


fa) Mal i. 1. (b) Traiah ix. 6. (e) Mich, v. 3. (4) Ifaiak 
59. (e) Loianxlii 5. F) Taiah lili, 
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(2) Trar he ſhould be the chief corner - ſtone, ele$ a0 
precious. 

( THaT he ſhould, at the ſame time, be a ſtone of um, 
bling and rock of offence. 

(c) THaT the Fews ſhould fall upon this rock. 

(4) Tnar this ſtone ſhould be rejected by the bnilder, 
ſhould be made by Gop the head of the corner (e); ſhoul! 
grow into a great mountain, and fill the whole earth“) 

() Tuar the Mefſias ſhould be diſowned, rejected, be 
trayed, ſold, buffeted, derided, afflicted by a thonſaud d. 
ferent methods; that they ſhould give him gall to eat, ſoul 
pierce his hands and his feet, ſhould ſtrike him on the face 
ſhould kill him, and caſt lots upon his veſture( %). 

(i) Tuar he ſhould rife again the third day from thy 
dead, 

(4) Trar he ſhould aſcend into heaven, and fit at the 
right hand of Gop. 

(1) TxarT kings ſhould arm themſelves to oppoſe his au. 
thority. 

() Tnar fitting at the right hand of the Father, he (hou : 
triumph over all his enemies. YT that 

(n) Tnar the kings of the earth ſhould fall down be: WF 5 
him, and all nations do him homage and ſervice, Fr 

(%% Trar the Fews ſhould ſtill remain. B 

(p) Tnar they ſhould remain in a wandering and deb * 
late condition, without princes, without ſacrifices, without eu 
tars, without prophets ; ever hoping for ſafety, and eu bete 
diſappointed of their hope. Ev + 

Ir was neceſſary, according to the prophetical deſcrip 
tions, that the Meſſias, by his own ſtrength, ſhould gatie 


Wich : 


phecie 

to himſelf a numerous people, cleft, ſacred, and peculm nor th 
ſhould govern and ſupport them ; ſhould lead them into! * | 
Plot BT! ore/ 

Icepter 

(a) Vaiab ili. 16. (3) Tfaiah viii. 14+ (e) Ii vii 1; admit , 

{d) Pſzlm cxviii, wy ibid, (/ Dan. ii. 35. (g) Zach. xi, 1h * 7 
(+) Pſalm lxix. 21. 17. 18. () Pſalm xvi, 10. (+) Hat Op 
Pſalm cx. 2. "0 Pſalm ii. 2. (m) Pfolm c.! o their 


5 Ilia Ix, 264 (e) Jen 2x5, 36, (7) of. bit, 4. Amen Le en 
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place of reſt and of holineſs ; ſhould preſent them blameleſs | 
before Gor ; ſhould make them temples of the divine pre- 
- ſhould deliver them from the wrath of Go, and re- 
fre then to bis favour ; ſhould reſcue them from the ty- 
renny of fin, which fo viſibly reign'd over Adam's poſteri- 
ty; that he ſhould give Jaws to his people, and ſhould grave 
theſe laws in their hearts, and write them in their minds; 
that he Could be at once a holy prieſt, and a ſpotleſs ſacri- 
fre; ard that while he offer'd to Gop bread and wine, he 
ould no leſs offer his own body and blood. Each of theſe 
particulars have we, ſeen exactly perform'd by FESUS 
CHRIST. 

dax, it was foretold that he ſhould come as a mighty 
del verer; that he ſhould bruize Satan's head, and ſhould 
ecm his people from their ſins, ab omnibus iniqui tatibus; 
et there ſhould be a new and an eternal covenant, and 
E 2r0ther prieſthood for ever, after the order of Melchiſe- 
| fer: that the Meſſias ſhould be powerful, mighty, and glo- 
cus; and yet ſo weak, ſo miſerable, and ſo contemptible, 
33 not to be diſtinguiſhed or credited, but reje&ed and ſlain; 
chat the people who thus rejected him ſhould be no more 
a people; that the Gentiles ſhould receive him, and truſt 
In bim; that he ſhould remove from the hill of Sion, and 
igu in he chief ſeats of idolatrous worſhip ; and that the 
Jet {hou nevertheleſs continue for ever: laſtly, that he 
ould ariſe out of Fudah, and at the preciſe time when the 
C icepter was departed from them. 

Tas prophets have interwoven particular prophecies 


ſence 


cri ich thoſe concerning the Me/ſias : that neither the pro- 
ae phecies concerning the Meſſias ſhould be without their proof; 
liar; BN or che particular prophecies without their fruit. 

to: * NUN habemus regen, niſi Cæſarem, ſaid the Jews. 


plot BHT bierctore ZESUS CHRIST was the Meſſas: becauſe their 
Icepter was departed to a ſtranger , and becauſe they would 
admit of n other king. 

* DANIEL's ſeventy weeks are rendered diſputable, as 
to their beginning by the terms of the prophecy, and, as to 
wen end, by the difference of chronologilts. Aud yet all 

this 
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this variety taken together amounts to no more than th 
ſpace of two hundred years. 

(a) Tas ſame prophecies, which repreſent our L 
under poverty and contempt, deſcribe him likeways a ft 
prince and maſter of the world. | 

TxXoss prophecies which expreſs the time of our Lot. 
coming, deſcribe him as upon earth, and in the condity 
_ of a ſufferer; not, as in the clouds, and in the majeſty of 


judge; and thoſe which repreſent him in glory, and ju, Wi fere 
ing the nations, give not the leaſt mark whereby to d AF 
mine the ſeaſon of his appearance. WW 

) Wuxx the ſcriptures ſpeak of the Meſſias as gre, WO '7 a 


and triumphant, and glorious, 'tis evident they are to | 
underſtood of his coming to judge the world, not to rev" Wi been 


Xx 


it. me 


x: L 
Divers Proofs of FESUS CHRIST. b: 


ever 


1 N refuſing to give credit to the apoſtles, it is neceſan 

we ſhould ſuppoſe one of theſe two things, either u 
they were deceived themſelves, or that they bad an inte 
tion of deceiving others. As to the firſt, it ſeems next 
impoſſible, that men ſhould be abuſed into a belief of a pt 
ſon's riſing from the dead. And as for the other, the iu 
poſition of their being impoſtors is loaded with abſurdte 
of every kind. Let us be at the pains of exaniining it 
proceſs. We are, then, to conceive theſe twelve men, # 
ter the death of their maſter, combining to delude the whi: 


world with a report of his reſurrection. As they could u * 
embark in this deſign without bringing upon their heats 8 | ive 
the oppoſition of united ſtrength and power; ſo the ben 5 
of man has a ſtrange inclination towards lightneſs and ch, ; ad 
towards cloſing with the bribes of promiſes and rea, * 
Now ſhould fo much as any one of them have been cran 3 2 
ſrom his reſolution by theſe charms, or have been ſhaken s "AR 


Fru 
{a) Ifaiah lili, Tech. ix 9. (5) Iſaiah Ixv. 15, 16. 
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priſons, by tortures, or by death itfelf, all had been undone 
| — recovery. This conſideration, if purſued, cannot 
all of 2ppearing with great weight and advantage. 
* WHILE their Lord continued amongſt them, his pre- 
F fence might encourage and ſupport them : but afterwards 
what could poſſibly engage them to proceed, except his real 
: appearance and return! 
Tux ſtyle of the goſpel is admirable in a thouſand dif- 
E ferent views; and in this amongſt others, that we meet there 
with no in vectives, on the part of the hiſtorians, againſt Ju- 
wu or Pilate, nor againſt any of the enemies, or the ve- 
iy murtherers of their Lord. 
H the modeſty and temper of the evangelical writers 
an affected, like the many ſtrokes of art, which we ad- 
Imre in valgar hiſtory, and had they deſigned it only to be 
nalen notice of, either they could not have forborn to give 
ſome inſinuation of it themſelves, or, at leaſt, they would 
Pe procured friends who ſhould obſerve it to their advan- 
unge and Honour. But as they acted without any manner 
Fo! 1feCation, and with altogether diſintereſted motions, they 
ever took care to provide any perſon who ſhould make 


i lice reflexions in their favour. This, I believe, is what 
x ho man has hitherto remarked, and yet what ſeems an ad- 

: ee evidence of the great ſimplicity uſed in this whole 
ö ar. 

5 ; As our Lord performed miracles in perſon, and his 

„es ter him, ſo many others were wrought by the ho- 


the firſt ages of Chriſtianity: becauſe the prophe- 
nm = dein in ſome meaſure ſtill imperſect, till they ſhould 
exeive an accompliſhment from their hands, their miracles 


I ere the on * ſufficient teſtimony of their commiſſion. It 
6 18 foretol! that the Meſſias ſhould convert the Gentiles. 
oF. 27 the Gentiles could not be converted to the Meſſas, 
wo ithout beholding this final effect of the prophecies concern- 
gar z him. Before, therefore, that he died, and roſe again, 
* d that the Centiles were converted through his name, all 
en dot bet ful filled, So that a conſtant ſeries of miracles 
ci” ccc) during this period, But in our days there is 


O 
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no need of miraculous performances to evince the truth ꝗ 
our Chriſtian faith; in as much as the full completion of thy 


| Wy ; . 7 
prophecies is a ſtanding and perpetual miracle. 

* ANOTHER ſignal confirmation of our faith is the preſn 1 
condition of the Fews. Tis aſtoniſhing to ſee this pengl, A 
during ſo vaſt a courſe of years, never extinguiſhed, 20 
yet ever miſerable : it beivg alike neceſſary to the demon. 05 
ſtrati n of the Meſſias, both that they ſhould ſubſiſt to be 1; i 
witneſſes, and ſhould be milerable, as having been his ay * 
ciſiers. And though to ſubſiſt, and to be miſerable, are cy, | 
trarieties ungrateful to nature, yet they fail not to maintan 64 
their ſubſiltence, under all the power of their miſery, 75 

Bur were they not reduced to almoſt the ſame extren; £0! 
ties, during their captive eſtate? No: the ſcepter and reg ror 
Jine was not in the leaſt interrupted by their captivity | A 
Babylon; becauſe their happy return was expreſsly promis 2 
and determined. When Navuchodonofor carried away tht min 

people, for fear they ſhould imagine the ſcepter to hare to 4 
then departed from Judah, they were before-hand allure! in t 
that they ſhould ſojourn but a tew years, and at the end won 
them ſhould certainly be re-eſtabliſhed. They were nc" nd. 
without the comfort of their prophets, or the pre{-1.ce WW + 
their kings. But the ſecond ruin of their city and polity: faith 
without promiſe of a reſtoration ; Without prophets, without and 
Kings, without comſort, or hopes; the ſcepter being 1 ot th 


for ever departed from them. 

To be detained in an enemy's country, with an {1 rin: 
of being delivered after ſeventy years, can ſcarce be 10. 
on as a ſtate of captivity, in reſpect of a whole pevp.e. 5% 
their preſent diſperſion and baniſhment into ſtrange Hud. 
not only without aſſurance, but without the leaſt hope 
recovery and reſtitution. 

Mx find it a ſolemn promiſe of Cop to them, thut 110!y 
they ſhould be ſcattered to the corners of the earth, ye!, 17 
their preſeverance in his law, he would gather thc 59 
They are now in the higheſt manner conſtant to their wor'lh 
and tenacious of their rites ; and yet remain diſperſed and. 
trefſed. It follows therefore, of neceſſity, that the 4 
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5 come, and that the old law, which contained theſe pro- 
miſes, has been diſannulled by the eftabliſhment of the new, 
* Hp the eus been entirely converted by our Lord, 
we ſhould have none but ſuſpected witneſſes : had they been 
entirely deſtroyed, we ſhould have had no witneſſes at all. 
As the Jews rejected Chriſt, but not univerſally, ſo 


E ritual men now enibrace him, but not carnal. And this 


i5 ſo far from diminiſhing or impairing his glory, that 'tis the 
It ſtroke which perſects and adorns it. 
Jug only argument of the Zews which we find inſiſt- 


| * n in their writings, the Talmud, and the Rabl ius, is, that 


* 


SUS CHRIST did not appear as a mighty prince and 


| conqueror, did not ſubdue the nations by the force and ter- 


nr of arms. FESUS CHRIST, fay they, ſuffered and 


he overcame not the Gentiles by raartial power, he 
— as not with their ſpoils; he neither enlarged our do- 
minions, nor increaſed our ſtores. And is this all they have 
to alledpe? This is what we have eſpecially to boaſt. *Tis 
in this that he appears ſo peculiarly amiable to my eyes. I 
would not wiſh for a Meſſias of their deſcription and cha- 
rater. 
* How lovely a ſight is it, to behold with the eye of 
faith, Darius, Cyrus, and Alexander, the Romans, Pampey, 


an” Hera, all ignorantly conſpiring to advance the triumphs 
ot the crols? 


XVII. 
Againſt Mahomet. 


8 HE Mahometan religion has for its foundation the 
lcoran, and its compiler Mabemet. Bat now as 

for this great prophet, who was fo be the laſt expectati- 
oh of m uk ind, where do we find him once foretold? or, 
phat token has he to ſhew which any man might not as 
well produce, who ſhould pleaſe to aſſume the pretenſions 
of L hat miracles does he himſelf tell us that he 
Wucht? What my ſteries does he teach; even according to 


G his 


1 
{4 
. 
i 
; 
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bis own report and tradition? What morality has he «|, 
bliſhed ? What felicity has he propoſed ? 


to 
* MAHO MET brings not with him the leaſt auth 
or credentials: bis reaſons therefore ought to be the my 1e 
cogent in the world, as having nothing to ſupport them hy pr 
their own proper force, . 
*Svpposg two perions ſhould both of them deliver ting 
in appearance of a low and mean character; but fo the i CH 
diſcourſes of the one ſhould have a twofold ſenſe, underli! bor 
by his friends and followers, while thoſe of the other bu by 
but one meaning only: a ſtranger, who had not been 
mitted into the ſecret, hearing them ſpeak in this mane 0k 
would be inclined to paſs the ſame judgment on both. By CH, 
if aſterwards, in the remaining part of their converſaiy henc 
the one ſnould diſcloſe ſublime and angelical truths, the othe Mi 
ſhould perſiſt in uttering things baſe and vulgar, and ery icr þ 
fHoliſh and impertinent, he muſt conclude that the one eee 
myſteriouſly and not the other: the one having evidence iy mi 


that he is incapable of abſurdity, and capable of being yen! 
rious; the other, that he is incapable of myſtery, but ven 
capable of being abſurd. 

* IT is not by the obſcurer parts of Mahomet's doc 
and thoſe which bear an appearance of ſome hidden mean 
ing, that I would have perſons judge of the author but! 
thoſe things which are clear and expreſs, as his Paradi 
find the like. *Tis in theſe that he is moſt peculiarly 1i% 
culous, No ſuch imputation can paſs on the holy (i 


n 
tures. They too, it muſt he confeſſed, have their ob gem 
ties; but tlien their plainer doctrines are admirably juſt ure 
true; and the prophecies they alledge are ſuch as have bet count 
hotoriouſly accompliſhed. The caſe therefore is 4s di, 
tent as can be conceived: nor ought we to compare err the 
confound things which reſemble each other only in obicu iſo! © 
ty, not in their clear and open parts; for the latter, wi em, -; 
excellent and divine, ſhould engage us to revere::ce the y of 
ſcurltles with which they are attended. I. appe 

* Tat Aleran lays, Matthew was a good man. Hen x 
I argue, that Malomes was 4 falle prophet, either in cold, 


i 
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in wicked men good, or in disbelieving theſe good men, as 
to what they report of FESUS CHRIST. 


* Waar Mahamet did, lyes within any man's reach. He 


| was authoriſed by no miracle, he was countenanced by no 


"edition. But what was performed by FESUS CHRIST 
is abſolutely above the power, and the imitation of man. 

* MAHOMET eſtabliſhed himſelf by killing; FESUS 
CHRIST, by commanding us to lay down our lives: Ma- 
amet, by forbidding his law to be read; FESUS CHRIST, 


by engaging us to ſearch and read. In a word, the two de- 


sers ue, in all reſpects, ſo dire ly oppoſite, that Mahomet 


took the way, in human probability, to ſucceed; FESU'S 
CHRIST, humanly ſpeaking, to be diſapptinted. And 
hence, inſtead of ſo irrational a concluſion, as that becauſe 
Mahonmet ſucceeded, FESUS CHRIST might in like man- 
r have ſucceeded before; we ought by the rule of contra- 
ries to infer, that ſince Mauhomet has ſucceeded, Chriſliaui- 
jy muſt inevitably have periſhed, had it not been ſounded 
2nd ſupported by a power altogether divine. 


XVIII. 


For what Reaſons we may preſume it has pleaſed GOD to 
de [7rmſelf from ſome, and to diſclo/e Himſelf to others. 


5 has been the gracious purpoſe of God to redeem 
mankind, and to open a door of ſalvation to thoſe who 
em lcek him. But men have ſhewn themſelves Io 


mworthy of this deſign, that he juſtly denies to ſome, on 
count of their obſtinacy, what he grants to others by a 
Kcy which is not their due. Were it his pleaſure to over- 
kar the ſtubbornneſs of the moſt bardened unbelievers, he 
dald cafily effect it by diſcovering himſelf ſo manifeſtly to 
pcm, as o fet the truth of his exiſtence beyond the poſli- 
Pty 0! their diſputes. And it is in this manner that he 
ll appear at the laſt day; with ſach amazing terrors, and 

* convulſion of all nature, that the moſt blind ſhall 

ald, and hall confeſs him. 

| | G 2 Bur 
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BUT this is not the way which he has choſe for his {1 
and milder coming. Becauſe, fo many perſons baving ret 
cered themſelves thus unworthy of his mercy, he ha: 
them deprived of a happineſs which they dorch 5 
to deſire. It had not therefore been conſiſtent «ith | 
Jul tice, to aſſume an appearance every way great and d. 

ine, and capable of working in all men an abſolute and «7 

diſtinguiſned conviction: nor, on the other hand, wou!: | 
have ſeemed more equitable to have ufed ſo much pra 
and concealment, as not to be diſcoverable by fincere | 
quirers. So that intending no leſs tc reveal himſelf to tl 
who ſought him with their whole heatt, than to hide him! 
from #boſe who were alike induſtrious to fly and avoid hin 
he has fo tempered the knowledge of himſelf, as to 
bright and vifible indications to thoſe who ſeek hin; = t 
turn the pillar of a cloud towards thoſe who ſeek bim nw 


* THERE is a due proportion of light for thoſe, who e ; 
all things wiſh that they may ſee; and a proper mixture 3 
ſhade, for thoſe who are of a contrary diſpoſition. * 

Turkg is enough brightneſs to illuminate the clect M 
enouph obſburity to humble them. {iter 

Tur is obſcurity enough to blind the reprobatcs ; 21 BW e 

rightneſs enough to condemn them, and to render then cou, 
without excuſe. of Gi 

Dip the world ſubſiſt purely to inform men of the bn: 
of God, his divinity would ſhine through it, with irre # 
and unconteſted rays. But in as much as it ap 9 proc 


JESUS CHRIST, and for JESUS CHRIST, 


mpo! 
form men of their corruption and PO we nay thes 


With ( 


two leſſons in every part of its frame. For all the ov * 
which we can ſurvey, are ſuch as denote neither emp- 
excluſion, nor the manifeſt preſence of God ; or the y den? WWF ver 
the preſence of a GOD who- hides himſelf, The fas n. 
nature bears this univerſal character, and language. ane: 

* Hap men never been honoured with the appeararced » 
Gop, this eternal privation might have been the ſubject toſs he ob 
pute, and as well have been interpreted of his nike abler ence, 


from the world, as of human incapacity to enjoy his pech « 
þ 


M. PASCAL's THOUGHTS, 77 


But by affording ſome, though not continual, appearances, 
be has taken away all ground of doubt and debate, If he 
has appeared once, he exiſts for ever. So that we are oblig- 
ed jointly to conclude, from the whole, the being of God and 
| the unworthineſs of man. 

* IT ſcems to be the divine intention, to perfect the will 
rather than the underſtanding. But now a convincing light 
and'a perſe& brightneſs, while it aſſiſted the underſtanding, 
would foreſtall and defeat the will, 

* \Wrxs there no intermixture of darkneſs, man would 
not be ſentible of his diſeaſe : and were there no degree of 
light, man would deſpair of a remedy. So that not only 
the divine juſtice, but human intereſt and advantage ſeem 
concerned, that Gop ſhould diſcover himſelf in part, and 
-onceal himſelf in part: it being alike dangerous for us to 
know Cob, without apprehending our own miſery, and to 
know our own miſery, without the apprehenſion of Cop. 

* EvERY thing inſtructs man in his own condition: but 
then this maxim ought rightly to be underſtood. For 'tis 
neither true that Gop altogether diſcovers himſelf, nor that 
he remains altogether concealed. But theſe are moſt con- 
litent truths, that he hides himſelf from thoſe who tempt 
him, and diſcloſes himſelf to thoſe who ſeek him. For men, 
though unworthy of Gop, yet at the ſame time are capable 
of Gon. They are unworthy of him by their corruption; 
and they are capable of him by their original perfection. 

* THERE's noobject upon earth which does not ſpeak and 
proclaim either divine mercy or human miſery : either the 
impotence of man unaſſiſted by Gop, or the power of man 
with Gop's concurrence and aid, 

* THz whole univerſe teaches man either that he is diſ- 
tempered and lapſed, or that he is recovered and redeemed, 
Every thing informs him eitherof his greatneſs, or of his miſe- 
ly. The jult derch&ion of Gop we may read in the Pa- 
eus bis merciful favour and protection, in the ancient ers, 
* ALL things work together for good to the elect; even 
he obſcurities of ſcripture, which theſe honour and reve- 
ence, on account of that divine clearneſs and b-auty which 

G 2 they 


— 
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they underſtand, And all things work together for evi] i, 
the reprobates; even the divine clearneſs and beauty of 
{cripture, which theſe blaſpheme, on account of the ob. 
rities which they underſtand not. 

* Hap the deſign of our Lord's coming been the work d 
Juſtification only, the whole ſeries of ſcripture, and diſpoſition 
of things would have been directed towards this end: and i 
had been then the eaſieſt task in the world to convince 2 


conduct and methods of divine grace, there is no convitt. 
on for opiniative, obſtinate ſpirits, and ſuch as do nut (ns 
cerely ſeek the truth. 

* 7ESUS CHRIST is come, that thoſe who fe: 50 
may ſee; and that thoſe who fee may be made blind. He 
is come, to heal the ſick, and to give over the found: 9 
call ſinners to repentance and juſtification ; and to leave thyk 
in their fins, who truſted in themſelves that they were Hints; 
to fill the hungry with good things, and to fend the ric 
empty away. 

* It was to render the Meſſias 3like the ſubject of knog 
jedge to the good, and of error to the wicked, that it plea! 
ed Gop fo to diſpoſe the predictions concerning him. Fo. 
had the Manner of his appearance been expreſsly foretc!., 
there would not have been obſcurity enough to milicad de 
worſt of men. On the other hand, had the Time becn li; 
nified obſcurely, the belt of men would have wanted ev: 
dence and light. For inſtance; the integrity of their hear! 
could nevet have aſſiſted them in expounding a fing O 
for the numeral of ſix hundred years. The Tine, ther 
fore, was declared in poſitive words, but the MA, war! 
up in ſhade and figure. 

By this means the wicked, apprehending the promiſe 
goods to be temporal, deceived themſelves, notwithſtanding 
the clear indications of the time; white the righteous av 

_—_ * 
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«4 this danger of miſtake. For the conſtruction of the pro- 
miſed goods depended on the heart ; which is wont to ap- 
ply the name of good to the object of its love: whereas the 
conſtruction of the promiſed time has no dependence on the 
heart or affections. And thus the plain diſcovery of the 
time, and the obſcure deſcription of the goods or happineſs 
expected, could be the cauſe of error only to the. wicked. 

War was the deſign of that oppoſition in the marks 
of the Me/fas : that by his hand the ſcepter ſhould be eter- 
willy Cxed in Judah; and that at his coming the ſcepter 
fhoald be taken from Judah! 

To evince, that ſeeing they ſhould not ſee, and underſtand- 
mo they Pould nat underſtand. Nothing could have been diſ- 
poſed with more admirable juſtice and wiſdom. 

» ſxs724D of complaining that Gop is ſo far removed 
from our ſcarch, we ought to give him thanks that he is 
ſo obvious to our diſcovery. Nor ought we leſs to thank 


bi that he ſtill Eides himſelf from the wiſe and the lofty, 


from thote who arc unworthy to know ſo pure and holy a 
(0D 

Tus genealogy of our Lord in the Old Teſtament is 
ntermixed with fo many things of little conſequence, that 
nde ſcerns to be ſome difficulty in diſcerning it. Had e- 
kept no other regiſter but that of the pedigree of E“ 
VS, the ſeries muſt have been viſible: and even 
W, upo 2 cloſer inſpection, we may be able to trace it, 
n Thanar, Ruth, &c. ? 

* T-osx things in the Goſpels which have the greateſt 
ippearance of weakneſs, or error, are of peculiar force and 
acieht v.th diſcerning judges. For inſtance, the different 


zeneniog.cs of St. Matthew and St. Luke: it being manifeſt 


nat this could not be done by confederacy. 

* Let men, therefore, reproach us no more with the 
want of perfect light: for we profeſs ourſelves to want it. 
but let them own the power and truth of religion in its ve- 
fy oicurity, in that mixture of darkneſs which ſurrounds 
us, and that indifference which we find in ourſelves towards 
ue knon lege of our duty. 

2 WERE 


Wy. 
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* WERE there but one religion in the world, the diſcs. 
veries of the divine nature might ſeem too free and oper, 
and with too little diſtinction: and fo likeways, if there 
were martyrs in no religion but the true. 

* JI SU CHRIST, io leave the impious in thei 
blindneſs, never expreſsly told them that he was not of Ne. 
zareth, or that he was not the fon of 7c/eph. 

As our Lord remained unknown amongſt men, ſo try 
remains amongſt vulgar opinions, undiltinguiſhed as to ex. 
ternal appearance. In like manner, the holy Euchari(t dif 
fers not outwardly from common bread. 

* IF the mercy of Gop be ſo abundant. as to afford. 
all aving knowledge, even while he hides himſelf; what 
immenſe light may we expect, when he ſhall pleaſe to vn. 
veil his perfections? 

* WE can underſtand nothipg of the works of Gop, f ne 

do not ſettle this as a principle, That he blinds and inſalu. 
ates ſome, while he inſpires and illuminates others. 
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XIX. 


That the true Profeſſors of Judaiſm and of Chriſtianity hav! 4 3 
ever been of one and the ſame Religion. 8 


- þ HE Jeuiſb religion ſeems at firſt view to conſſt » WF fr ( 
to its very eſſence, in the paternity of A ahi, ©! 4: 
the rite of circumciſion, in ſacrifices, in ceremonies, in th: i 
ark, in the temple at Jeruſalem; or, briefly, in the law and WWF V: 
the covenant of Moyes. Ned to 
Bur we offer to maintain that it conſiſted in none of the, Wi tv: { 
but purely in the love of Gop, and that, beſides this, 19 
thing ever obtained the divine approbation and acteptanc: 
THaT God bore no manner of regard to //rael a/ter l, 
Fleſb; to thoſe who proceeded out of the loins of A alen 
Tur the Jews, if they tranſgreſſed, were to be puaiſ 
ed after the manner of ſtrangers. And it ſhall be, thit 
thou do at all forget the LORD thy GOD, and wal «fir 
other gods, and ſerve them and worſbip them; W 15 
600 
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dieß ru this day, that ye ſhall ſurely periſh: as the nati- 


„ hich the LORD deſtroyeth before your face, fo Hall ye 
ber (a). 

Tur ſtrangers, if they loved God, were to be received 
oe him on the ſame terms with the eus. 

Tur thoſe who were Fews in truth and reality aſcribed 
S || th:ir merit and pretenſions not to Abraham but to Gop : 
Dise, thou art our father, though Abraham be ignorant of 
4% ond Iſrael knoweth us not: thou art our Father and our 
Paleemer (9). 

MUSES bimſelf aſſured his nation, that Gop was no ac- 
cope; of perſons : The LORD your GOD, ſays he, regard- 
4th wt porſons, nor taketh rewards (c). 

Wz aim that the circumc'fion enjvined was that of the 
heart: Crreumci/e therefore the fore kin of your heart, and be 
as mere ((1tf-necxed. For the LORD your GOD 1s a great 
D, a miphty and @ terrible; who regardeth not perſons, 


Ty 2 
(1) &C 
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Tu GoD particularly promiſed to beſtow on them this 
praceof (piritual circumciſion : And the LORD thyCOD will 
ſicumciſe thy heart, and the heart of thy ſeed, to Ie the 
LORD thy GOD with all thy heart (e). | 


3 * 4 42 * N N 
PERO" 6 Ip * 


Tuer the uncuycumciſed in heart ſhall be judged of Gop: 
8 i” GOD will judge all the nations which are uncircumciſed; 
\ RS + 4/7 12 perle of Iſtrael, becauſe they are uncircumcijed in 
„. 
vue b, that circumciſion was purely a figure, inſtitut- 


ee diſtinguiſh the people of the Jews ſrom all other na- 
And this was the reaſon that they uſed it not 
nde viiderneſs, becauſe there was then no danger of their 
ag with ſtrangers: as alſo that ſince the appearance of 
or LY it is become altogether unneceſſary. 


Tur the love of Gop is, every where, principally com- 


S 3 


1 q manded and enforced: I call heaven and earth to record this 
mm & againſt you, that I have ſet before you life and death, 
it : {a Deut vin 19, 20. (5) Iſai. Ixiii. 16. (e) Deut. x. 17. (4) Deut. 
11 fo 17. Jer. iv. 4. (e) Deut. xxx, 6. (F] Jer. ix. 25, 26. (g) Gen. 
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bl: ſing and curſing; therefore chuſe life, that both than aui 
thy feed may live: that thou mayeſt love the LORD th 
GOD, and that thou mayeſt 5bzy his voice, and that thi 
mayeſt cleave unto him; for he is thy life (a), &c. 

Ir was declared, that the eus, for want of this love of 
Gon, ſhould be abandoned to their ſins, and the Gentile ad. 
mitted in their ſtead : 7 will hide my face from them, I wil 
fee what their end ſhall be, for they are à very froward g- 
neration, children in whom is no faith. They have mil 
me to jealouſy with that which is not god, they have pr. 
voted me to anger with their vanities . and 1 will move then 
to jealouſy with thoſe which are mt 4 people, I will provike 
them to anger with 4 fooliſh nation (5) 

TaaTt temporal goods are falſe and vain, and that th; 
only true and laſting good is the divine acceptance and {z 
your (c). 

THAT the feaſts of the cus were diſpleaſing to Gov (4), 

THAT their ſacrifices (e) were no leſs diſagreeable. And 
not only thoſe of the wicked but even of the good ; 5 ap: 
Pars nom the 5 0 PA, where before the diſcourſe is pe. 
culiarly addreſſed to the wicked by theſe words, Peccatort an 
tem dixit Deus, it is declared abſolutely that GOD Das nv 
regard to the fleſh or the blood of beaſts, | 

Tuar the offerings of the Gentiles ſhould be received by 
Go, arid that he ſhould withdraw his acceptance from the 
offerings of the Fews (/). 

Tuar GoD would make a new covenant by the Maß 
05 (g). and that the old covenant ſhould be diſannulicc 

THAT the old things ſhould be univerſally forgotten, an! 
ſhould paſs away (4). 

Tnar the ark of the covenant ſhould come no more t 
mind (i). 

Tuar the temple ſhould be given up and N 5 

10 


(a) Deut. xxx. 19, 20. (5) Deut. Xxxil. 20, 21. Ifai. K. {| . 
dexiii, 28. (d) Amos v. 2. (e) Ifai, lxvii. Jer. vi. 20. ( Ma.! 
11. 1 Kings xv. 22 Hof. vi. 6. (g) Jer. xxxi. 31. (5) L. ak 
8, 19. (7) Jer, in. 6. (I) Jer, vil. 12, 13, 14. 


Mu. PAS CAL's THOUGHTS. 83 

Taar the legal facrifices ſhould be aboliſhed, and ſacriſi- 
ces of a purer kind eſtabliſhed in their room (a). 

Tar the Aaronical order of prieſthood ſhould be diſ- 

(ved; and the order of Melchiſedec introduced by the Meſ. 


185 (b). ; : 
” Tra this latter prieſthood ſhould be an ordinance for 
ever (c). 


TxaT Feruſalem ſhould be reprobated ; and a new name 
alven to the elect people (4). 
Tus this new name ſhould be more excellent than that 
of the Jews, and of eternal duration (e). 

Tuar the Jews ſhould remain without prophets, with- 
ont kings, without facrifices, and without an altar ( 797 and 
ſhould nevertheleſs ſubſiſt as a diſtinct people. 


XX. 


7b is mt known to Advantage, but thre FESUS 
| CHRIST. 


HF greateſt part of thoſe who attempt to demon- 

ſtrate the truth of the Divine Being to the ungodly 
end prophane, commonly begin with the works of nature: 
and in this method they very. rarely ſucceed. I would 
dot ſeem to impair the validity of theſe proofs, which have 
been conſecrated by the Holy Scripture itlelf. They have in- 
deed an undeniable agreement with the principlesof ſound rea- 
n, but are very often not ſo well ſuited and proportioned 

to that d:ipohition of ſpirit which is peculiar to the perſons 
ere deſcribed. " 

for we mult obſerve, that diſcourſes of this kind are not 
| Or I narily acdreſſed to men whoſe hearts abound with a 
Iich faith, 20d who immediately diſcern the whole ſy- 
ben of things to be no other than the workmanſhip of that 
n whom they adore. To theſe the heavens declare the 
% of CO D, and all nature ſpeaks in behalf of its Au- 
thor. 


(a) Mal. i. 12. (5) Pfl. ex. (c) Ibid, (4) Ifai, Iv. (e) Iſai. bvi, 
$ f) Hof, ww; +. 
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thor. But as for thoſe in whom this light is extinct, 20 
in whom we endeavour to revive it, perſons who are deſi, 
tute of faith and charity, and who behold nothing but eon 


and darkneſs on the whole face of nature, it ſeems not the 
moſt probable method of their converſion, to offer them ng. . 
thing more on a ſubjc& of the laſt importance, than the 1 
courſe of the moon or planets ; or than ſuch arguments 8 
they every day hear, and every day deſpiſe. The hardn " 
and obſtinacy of their temper has rendered them deaf to thi 1 
voice of nature, which ſounds continually in their en, Ws 
and experience informs us, that inſtead of our gaining ther : 
by ſuch a proceſs, there's nothing which, on the contra, to 
is ſo great a diſcouragement, and ſo apt to make them 4 00 
ſpair of ever finding the truth, as when we undertake to ca Y 
vince them by this way of reaſoning, and pretend to tel 
them that truth ſhines fo bright in theſe views, as to fa 
come really irreſiſtible. 5 
Tart Holy Scripture, which knows ſo much better tha Ph 
we the things which belong to God, never ſpeaks of then 480 
in this manner. It informs us indeed, that the beauty of th 18 
creature leads to the knowledge of the Creator: but it che Was 
by no means aſſure us, that the creatures produce thi effet and 
indifferently in all perſons. On the contrary, it declares, da con 
whenever they appear thus convincing, it is not ty tie: hi. 
own force, bu! by means of that light which Gov diffiſh mil 
into the hearts of thoſe to whom he is pleaſed to dc ſpir 
himſelf by their means and invention. Quad notum et Ds an 
manifeſium eft in illis : Deus enim ullis mani feſtavit. It tert wm, 
eth, in genera], that _ God is a GOD who hidet! 1 
ſelf; Vere tu es Deus al /conditus : and that ſince Pe: at Perc 
ruption of human nature, he has left men under ſuch! ſhe 
blindneſs as they can only be delivered from by = joy, 
CHRIST, without whom we are cut off from all com. with 
nication with the Divinity: Nemo novit Patrem i Fi with] 
aut cui voluerit Filius revelare. her t 
Tux Scripture gives us a farther evidence of this tr we g 
when it ſo often teſtifies that Gop is found by thoſe l Cod 


' ck him: for it could never ſpeak thus of a clca aude 
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tain light, ſuch as gives not men the trouble of ſearching at- 
ter it, but freely diffuſeth itſelf around, and prevents the 
obſervation of the beholders. ; 

rut metaphyſical proofs of God are fo very intricate, 
and ſo far removed from the common reaſonings of men, 
that they ſtrike with little force : or, at beſt, the impreſh- 
on continues but a ſhort ſpace, and men, the very next 
| hour, {all back into their old jealouſies, and their perpetu- 
u {car and ſuſpicion of being deceived: Quod curioſitate 
cogr erant ſiperbia amiſerunt. 

'Acuy, all the arguments of this abſtracted kind are able 
to lead vs no farther than to a ſpeculative knowledge of 
Cob: and to know him anly thus, is in effect, not to know 
him at all. 

Tux Gov of Chriſtians is not barely the ſupreme and in- 
falle Author of geometrical truths, or of the elementary 
order, and the diſpoſition of nature ; this is the divinity of 
Philoſophers and Pagans. Nor barely the providential 
liſpoſer of the lives and fortunes of men, ſo as to crown 
his worſhipers with a long and happy ſeries of years: this 
| was the portion of the Jews. But the Gop of Abraham, 
and of 7/azc, the Cob of Chriſtians, is a God of love and 
confolation; a GOD who poſſeſleth the hearts and fouls of 
bis ſervants; gives them an inward feeling of their own 
milery, and of his infinite mercy ; unites himſelf to their 
ſpirit, repleniſhing it with humility and joy, with affiance 
aud love; and renders them incapable of any proſped, any 

aim, but himſelf. 

Tit Cop of Chriſtians is a God who makes the foul 
perceive and know that he is her only good, and that 
Ins can find peace and repoſe in him alone; no delight, no 
, out in his love: and who at the ſame time inſpires her 
ich an ahlorrence of thoſe obſtacles and impediments which 
vithhold her from loving him with all her ſtrength. As 
er two principal hinderances, ſelf. love and concupiſcence, 
Le grievous and inſupportable to her, ſo it is this gracious 
Cod who makes her know and feel that ſhe has theſe fatal 
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diſtempers rooted in her conſtitution, and that his hand 
lone can expel or ſubdue them. 

Tuts is to know Gop as a Chriſtian, But to know his 
aſter this manner we muſt at the ſame know our own mic, 
ry and unworthineſs, together with the need we hape gf 
mediator in order to our approaching his preſence, or uni. 
ing ourſelves to him. We ought by no means to ſeparit 
theſe parts of knowledge; becauſe each alone is not only m 
profitable, but dangerous. The knowledge of Gop, with 
the knowledge of our own miſery, is the nurſe of pride 
The knowledge of our own miſery, without the knowledy 
of FESUS CHRIST, is the mother of deſpair. But the try 
knowledge of JESUS CHRIST exempts us alike from pit 
and from deſpair ; by giving us, at once, a fight not onh 
of Gop, and of our miſery, but alſo of the mercy of Gop 1 
the relief of our miſery. 

WE may know Gop without knowing our own miſeric; 
or we may know our own miſeries without knowing Gon; 
or we may know both without knowing the means of c. 
taining from Gop the relief of our miſeries: but we can 
not know JESUS CHRIST without the knowledge of Gon 
of our miſeries, and of their cure; in as much as ZEUS 
CFRIST isnot only Gop, but he is Gop under this charadte, 
the Healer and Repairer of our miſeries. 

Tuvus all they who ſeek Gop without FESUS CHAN 
can never meet with ſuch light in their inquiries 25 maj 
afford them true ſatisfaction, or ſolid uſe. For either be ſerve 
advance not ſo far as to know that there is a Gor ; or if the! ecge 
do, yet they arrive hereby but at an unprofitable kn: mot 
ledge, becauſe they frame to themſelves a method of cn, 
municating with Gop without a mediator, as without 2 --W Cd. 
diator they were capable of knowing him. So that ti: Ward th 
unavoidably fall either into Atheiſm, or Deiſm, a ener 
which the Chriſtian religion does almoſt equally deteſt eure 
abhor. 1 

WE ought therefore wholly to direct our inquiries to e 
knowledge of FESUS CHRIST, becauſe tis by m 1% BR |, 

mo 
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hat we can pretend to know God, in ſuch a manner as 
hall be really advantageous to us. 

Ur alone is the true Gop to us Men, that is, to miſer- 
wie and Ginful creatures; he is our chief center and ſu- 
preme object, in reſpect of all that we can wiſh, and all 
that we can underſtand. Whoever knows not him, knows 
nothing either in the order of the world, or in his own na- 
te and condition. For as we know Gop only by JESUS 
CHRIST, fo tis by him alone that we know ourſelves. 
nubert FESUS CHRIST, man is, of neceſſity, to be 
confidered as lying in vice and miſery: with ZFESUS 
CHRIST, man appears as releaſed from vice, and redeemed 
from miſery. In him conſiſts all our happineſs, and all our 
'irtue, our life and light, our hope and aſſurance: out of 
um there is no proſpect but of fins and miſeries, of dark- 
F n{G and deſpair, nothing to be beheld by us but obſcurity, 
and confuſion in the divine nature, and in our own. 


XXI. 


The firange Contrarieties diſteverable in Human Nature 


* 


wth regard to Truth and Happine/i, and many other 


things. 
1 can be more aſtoniſhing in the nature 
| of man, than the contrarieties which we there ob- 
ſerve, with regard to all things. He is made for the know- 
Locge of truth. This is what he moſt ardently defires, and 
mot eagerly purſues ; yet when he endeavours to lay hold 
on it, he is ſo dazzled and confounded, as never to be ſecure 
Fo actual poſſeſſion. Hence the two ſects of the Pyrrhon'ans 
and the Nopmatiſts took their riſe ; of which the one wonld 
Wutter'y deprive men of all truth; the other would infallibly 
1 enſure their inquiries aſter it: but each with ſo improbable 
_ as only to increaſe our confuſion and perplcxity, 


ue Ve ug guided by no other lights than thoſe which we 


ad in dur on boſom. 


— 
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THE principal arguments of the Pyrrhonians, or Sceptic 
are as follow. If we except faith and revelation, ye c 
have no other certainty as to the truth of principles, ta 
that we naturally fee! and perceive them within ourſclys, 
But now this inward perception is no convictive evidens 
of their truth; becauſe ſince without faith we have no af... 
ance whether we were made by a good Go, or by une | 
demon, nay, whether we have not exiſted from eternity, 
been the offspring of chance, it may be doubted whethe 
theſe principles within us are true, or falſe, or uncertzn, 
in correſpondence to our original. Indeed, *tis by faith 4 
lone that we can diſtinguiſh whether we are aflecp or 
wake, becauſe in our fleep we as ſtrongly fancy ourlelves u 
be waking as when we really are fo : we imagine that ye 
{ze ſpace, figure, and motion; we perceive the tine pay 
way, we meaſure it as it runs; in fine, we act, to all in 
tents, as in our moſt wakeful hours. Since then, by uy 
o'vn confeſſion, one half of our life is ſpent in ſleep, dung 
which, whatever we may ſuppoſe, we have really no idea d 
truth, all that then paſſcth within us being mere illufn 
who can tell, but that the other moiety of our life, in wh 
we fancy ourſelves to be awake, is no more than a {ccor! 
ſleep, little differing from the former; and that we ol 
rouſe ourſelves from our ſleep by day, when we enter a. 
to that at night; as 'tis uſual with us to dream that *: 
dream, by heaping one fantaſtic image upon another 

I wave the whole diſcourſe of the ſame ſect again ti: 
the impreſſions of cuſtom, education, manners, and climate 
with other the like prejudices, which they obſerve to goven 
the greateſt part of mankind, who are wont to reaton on 
other than theſe falſe foundations. | 

THE main fort of the Dogmatiſts is this, That, would 
but ſpeak honeſtly and ſincerely, there's no man who a 
doubt of natural principles. We are capable of ruth, 
they, not only by reaſoning, but by perception, and 91 
bright and lively act of immediate intelligence. Lis by tib 
latter way that we arrive at the knowledge of firſt principles 
which the forces of reaſon would attack in vain, as here * 


* 
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ing beyond their province and commiſſion. The Sceptics, 
who labour to bring all things to their own flandard, are un- 
der 2 continual diſappointment. We may be very well af- 
{red of our being awake, tho? very unable to demonſtrate 
by reaſon. This inability ſhews indeed the feebleneſs of 
rational powers, but not the general incertitude of our 
nowiedge. We apprehend with no leſs confidence that 
there are ſuch things in the world as ſpace, time, motion, 
rucnber, and matter, than the moſt regular and demonſtra- 
tive concluſions. Nay 'tis upon this certainty of percepti- 
on and intellection that reaſon ought to fix itſelf, and to 
nd the whole method of its proceſs. I perceive that there 
ne three dimenſions in ſpace, and that number is infinite: 
E hence my reaſon demonſtrates, that there are no two ſquare 
| numbers aſſignable, one of which ſhall exactly double the other. 
we apprehend principles, and we conclude propoſitions z 
and both with the like aſſurance, though by different ways. 
| Nor is it leſs ridiculous for reaſon to demand of theſe per- 
ceptive and intellective faculties a proof of their maxims, 
ger it con dnts to them; than it would be for the faid facul- 
F tics o demand of reaſon a clear perception and intuition of 
al the problems it demonſtrates. "Chis defect therefore may 
| ferve to the humbling of reaſon, which pretends to be the 
judge of all things; but not to the ſhaking-of "certainty, as if 
E 1eal0n were alone able to inform our judgment. On the 
contrary, it were to be wiſhed that we had leſs occaſion for 
F rational deductions; and that we knew all things by in- 
F Sunct, and immediate view. But nature has denied us this 
F favour ; and allows us but few notices of fo eaſy a kind; 
leaving iis to work out the reſt by laborious conſequences, 
ada continued ſeries of argument. 
Wr ice here an univerſal war proclaimed amongſt man- 
kind, We muſt of necellity liſt ourſelves on one ſide, or 
on te other. For he that pretends to ſtand neuter is moſt 
efleftually ol the Pyrrhonian party : this neutrality con- 
utes the very eſſence of Pyrrhoniſin; and he that is not 
gat the Sceptics, muſt be, in a ſuperlative manner, for 
dem. What (hall a man do under theſe circumſtances ? 
e queſtion every thing? ſhall he doubt whether is 
| H 3 he. 
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boat that he is in ſure poſſeſſion of truth, when, if we preſ 
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is awake? whether another pinches him, or burns hi! 
Shall he doubt whether he doubts ? Shall he doubt wleths 
he exiſts ? It ſeems impoſſible to come to this : and there. 
fore, I believe, there never was a finiſhed Sceptic, 2 Pyr 
rhonian in perſection. There is a ſecret force in nas 
which ſuſtains the weakneſs of reaſon, and hinders it fn 
lofing itſelf in ſuch a degree of extravagance. Well; buy 
ſhall a man join himſelf to the oppoſite faction? Shall |; 


him never ſo little, he can produce no title, and mult he 
obliged to quit his hold? 

WHAT meaſures can ſuppreſs or compoſe this embyal, 
ment? The Pyrrhonians, we fee, are confounded by nz 
ture, and the Dogmatiſts by reaſon. To what a diſtrad. 
ing miſery will that man therefore be reduced, who {al 
ſerk the knowledge of his own condition by the bare iy 
and guidance of his own powers, it being alike imnoſible 
for him to void both theſe ſects, and to repoſe himſ:!t in 
either! Ft 

SUCH is the pourtait of man with regard to truth, Let uy 
now behold him: in reſpect of felicity, which he proſecutes 
with ſo much warmth through his whole courſe of ation, 
For all deſue to be happy: this general rule is without ple 
exception. M hatever variety there may be in the mears WW { 
employed, there is but one end univerſally purſued. Th: 
reaſon why one man embraceth the hazard of wir, 20d 
why another declines it, is but the fame deſire, attenuec n 
each with a different intermediate view. This is the de 
motive to every action of every perſon : and even of ka 
as moſt unnaturally become their own executioners, 

AND yet, after the courſe of ſv many ages, no petſa, 
without iaith, has ever arrived at this point, towai is which 
all continually tend. The whole world is buſy in con. 
plaining: princes and ſubjects, nobles and commons, old hn 
young, the ſtrong and the feeble, the learned and the 1gn6 
rant, the healthy and the diſeaſed, of all countrics, ® 
times, all ages, and all conditions. 

So long, ſo conſtant, fo regular and unform pt, 

ogy 
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ought fully to convince us of the diſability we lye under 
towards the acquiſition of happineſs by our own ſtrength. 
But example will not ſerve for our inſtruction in this caſe; 
becauſe there being no reſemblance ſo exact as not to ad- 
mit ſome nicer difference, we are hence diſpoſed to think 
that our expectation is not ſo liable to be deceived on one 
oecaſion, as on another. Thus the Preſent never fatisfying 
bs the Future decoys and lures us on, till, from one miſ- 
fartune to another, it leads us into death, the ſum and per- 
ſection of eternal complicated miſery. 

Tals is next to a miracle, that there ſhould not be a- 
ny one thing in nature, which bas not been ſometime fix- 
ed as the laſt end and happineſs of man: neither ſtars, nor 
elements, nor plants, nor animals, nor inſects, nor diſeaſes, 
nor war, nor vice, nor ſin, Man being fallen from his na- 
tual eftate, there is no object ſo extravagant as not to be 
capable of attracting his defire. Ever ſince the time that 
he loft his real good, every thing cheats him with the ap- 
pearance of it ; even his own deſtruction, tho' the great- 
eſt contradiction to reaſon and nature at once. 
| Sue have ſought after felicity in honour and authority 
$ otlcts in curioſity and knowledge; and a third tribe in the 
E picalures and cujoyments of ſenſe. Theſe three leading de- 
es have conſtituted as many factions; and thoſe whom 
| ve compliment with the name of philoſophers have really 
done nothing ele but reſigned themſelves. up to one of the 
ce. Sach amongſt them as made the neareſt approach- 
oo truth and happineſs, well conſidered, that *twas neceſ- 
a the univerſal good which all defire, and in which each 
Im ought to be allowed his portion, ſhould not conſiſt in 
$ 227 0! the private bleſſings of this world, which can be 
C properly enjoyed but by one alone, and which, if divided, 
s me prieve and afflict each poſſeſſor, tor want of the 
et Whica he has not, than they oblige and gratify him 
wh the part which he bas. They rightly apprehended, that 
tte true good ought to be ſuch as all may poſſeſs at once, 
Wthout Ciminution, and without contention - and ſuch as 
nan can be deprived of againſt his will. They appre- 
| bended 
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hended this; but they were unable to attain and cxecyte 
it : and, inſtead of a ſolid ſubſtantial happineſs, took up, x 
laſt, with the empty ſhadow of a fantaſtic virtue. 

Ou inſtinct ſuggeſts to us, that we ought to ſeck oy 
happineſs within ourſelves. Our paſſions hurry us abroad, 
even when there are no objects to engage and incite then, 
The things without are themſelves our tempters, and charn 
and attract us, while we think of nothing leſs. Therefore 
the wiſeſt philoſophers might weary themſelves with cy 
ing, Keep within yourſelves, and your felicity is in your on 
gift and power. The generality never gave them credit; 
and thoſe who were ſo eaſy as to believe them, became on B 
the more unſatisfied and the more ridiculous. For is ther: 


any thing ſo vain as the St9cs happineſs ; or fo groundl:i y 
as the reaſons on which they build it ? j 
THey conclude that what has been done once, may be is 
done always; and that becanſe the defire of glory has ſome *. 
times ſpurred on its votaries to great and worthy actions, al 
others may uſe it with the fame ſucceſs. But thefe 22: . 
the motions of fever and phrenzy, which found health anc by 
judgment can never imitate. | be 
Tux civil war between reaſon and paſſion has occaßo. % 
ed two oppoſite projects for the reſtoring of peace tu mat the 
kind: the one, of thoſe who were for renouncing their pi "Wh 
ſions, and becoming gods; the other, of thoſe o were "if 
for renouncing their reaſon, aud becoming beaſts. But ner & h 
ther the one nor the other could take effect. Rexlon eve! * 
continues to accuſe the baſeneſs and injuſtice of the pat, nt 
ons, and to diſturb the repoſe of thoſe who abandon then fered 
ſelves to their dominion : and, on the contrary, dhe pal only 
ons remain lively and vigorous in the hearts of thoie we more 
And | 


talk the moſt of their extirpation. 
T x1s is the juſt account of human nature, and Num BE endle 


ſtrength, in reſpect of truth and happineſs, We have@ ſuy 
idea of truth, not to be effaced by all the wiles of he S, men e 
tic; we have an incapacity of argument, not to be fectte miſery 
by all the power of the Dogmatiſt. We wiſh for truth. a o be 
cauſe | 


6nd nothing in ourſelves but uncertainty. We eck a 
1 happiueh 
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happinck, and are preſented with nothing but miſery. Our 
gouble aim is, in effect, a double torture; while we are alike 
unable to compaſs either, and to relinquiſh either. T hele 
deſires cem to have been left in us, partly as a puniſhment 
of our fall. and partly as an indication and remembrance 
whence we are fallen. F 

* 1' man was not made for Gor, why is Gor alone fuf- 
ficient for human happineſs? If Man was made for Gop, 
why is the human will, in all things, repugnant to the di- 
VINCE. | 
* M{:v is at a loſs where to fix himſelf, and how to 
recover his rank in the vorld. He is unqueſtionably out 
of lis e; he feels within himſelf the ſmall remains of 
tis once happy ſtate, which he is now unable to retrieve. 
Au yet this is what he daily courts and follows after ; al- 
vays with {olicitude, and never with ſucceſs ; encompaſſed 
with darkneſs which he can neither eſcape, nor penetrate. 

Hexcz aroſe the grand contention amongſt the philoſo- 
| phers, ſome of whom endeavoured to raiſe and exalt man 
y diſplaying his greatneſs; others to depreſs and abaſe him 
by repreſenting his miſery. And what ſeems more ſtrange 
is, that each party borrowed from the other the ground of 


*. ben own opinion, For the miſery of man may be inferred 
5 | irons his greatneſs ; as his greatneſs is deducible from his 
cv Wa in iery. Thus the one ſet with more evidence demonſtrat- 
jet ed is miſery, in that they derived it from his greatneſs ; 
„ache other more ſtrongly concluded his greatneſs, be- 
a aaaſe thev founded it on his miſery. Whatever was of- 


Leech to juſtity his greatneſs, in behalf of one tribe, ſerved 


o only to evince his miſery, in behalf of the other: it being 
wh 8 more miſcrable to have fallen from the greater height. 

| And the fame proportion holds, vice verſa. So that in this 
n BN exlels circle of diſpute, each helped to advance his adver- 
£0 ſuy's canſe : for 'tis certain, that the more degrees of light 
„ech, che more degrees they are able to diſcern of 
U milery and of greatneſs. In a word, man knows himſelf 
2 0 be milerable : he is therefore exceedingly miſerable, be- 
Alt 


Gale he knows that he is ſo: but he likeways appears to 


| 
| 
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be eminently great, from this very act of knowing hin; 
to be miſerable. 

Wuar a chimera then is man! what a ſurpriſing 9. 
velty ! what a confuſed chaos! what a ſubje& of cont 
diction ! A profeſſed judge of all things; and yet a fees) 
worm of the earth: the great depoſitary and guardian of 
truth; and yet a mere huddle of uncertainty : the gon a 
and the ſcandal of the univerſe ! If he is too aſpiring nd | 
lofty, we can lower and humble him: if too mean and 


little, we can raiſe and ſwell him. To conclude, we can ht 


him with repugnancies and contradictions, 'till at lengt! h: e 
apprehends himſelf to be a monſter even beyond appreber: 2 
ſion. be 
BY 

XXII. [17] 

The General Knowledge of Man. » 

HE firſt thing which offers itſeif ro man, when 14 tur 
flecting on himſelf, is his body; or ſuch a cet Wit 

tain portion of matter allotted and appropriated to lim len 
And yet to underſtand what this portion is, he muſt be 0 Ince 
liged to compare it with all things that are above or e 00 
him, e're he can determine and adjuſt its bounds. Let lun nt 
not therefore content himſelf with the fight of theſe object Py 
which immediately ſurround him. Let him contempute _ 
all nature, in its height of perfection, and fulneſs of ma be 
ſty. Let him conſider the great body of the ſun, {et up 3 "g 
an eternal lamp to enlighten the univerſe. Let him uy Sy 
poſe the earth to be only a point in reſpect of the valt ci x n 
cuit which this luminary deſcribes. And, for his greater - Wn, 
ſtoniſhment, let him obſerve that even this vaſt circuit E 6 
but a point itſelf, compared with the firmament and the c L l 
the fixed ſtars. If his fight be limited here, let his lr * 
gination, at leaſt, paſs beyond. He may ſooner ex,, it * ; 
power of conceiving, than nature can want a new itoie ! * C 
furniſh out his conceptions. The whole extent of wi bin 


things is but one line or ſtroke in the ample boſom of . 
tale. 
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No idea can reach the immeaſurable compaſs of her 


= We may grow as big as we pleaſe with notion ; 
bat we mall bring forth mere atoms, in ſtead of real and 
(51 dicoveries. This is an infinite ſphere, the centre of 
which © every where, and the circumference no where. 
In a word, it is the greateſt amongſt all the ſenſible marks 
an!) characters of the Almighty Power of Gop : and let our 
| F :noination loſe itſelf in this reflection. 
| | 1; a man can recover himſelf from ſuch a proſpect, let 
aim conſider what he himſelf is, if compared with the whole 
expanſion of being- Let him conclude that he is accident- 
ally Hrayed into this blind corner of nature; and, from what 
be fads of his preſent dungeon, let him learn to ſet the 
| proper value on the earth, on Kingdoms, on cities, and on 
himſelt. 

Wear is man with regard to this infinity about him ? 
Who can fix his diſtance, or comprehend his proportion ? 
But, to ſhew him another prodigy no lefs aſtoniſhing, let him 

| turn is thoughts on the ſmalleſt of thoſe things which fall 


"te : b 


with. this knowledge. Let a mite, for inſtance, in the eon- 


. | temptible minuteneſs of its body, preſent him with parts 
Fa | incomparably more minute, with jointed legs, with veins in 
#. thoſe legs, lood in thoſe veins, humours in that blood, drops 
„n thoſe umours, vapours in thoſe drops. Let him ſtill ap- 
0 ply all his force, and ſtrain his utmoſt conception, to divide the 


is leaſt of thoſe particulars which we have mentioned. And when 
he has gone as far as his mind can reach, let the conclud- 


by ng atom be the ſubje& of our diſcourſe. He will probab- 
* ſuppoſe, that this is the remoteſt extreme, the laſt dimi- 
1 prtive in nature. But even in this, where he finds himſelf 
eto flop, I ſhall undertake ſtill to open before him a 
It 3 nem abyſs of wonders. Let him conceive me delineating 
. to him, on the ſurface of this imperceptible atom, not only 
* the viſible world, but whatſoever he is able to comprehend 
Wy of the immenſity of all things. Let him here behold an infi- 
* Inity of worlds, each with its firmament, its planets, its earth, 
my tie ſame proportions as in the natural ſyſtem. Let 
un Fl imagine every ſuch carth to be ſtored with all live 
tut wg 
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ing things, and even with his mites: and let him conſide 
that 'tis poſſible each of theſe mites may again preſent hin 
with ſuch a painted world as he admired in the fic}, 1x) 
that the ſhew may {till be repeated without end and withoy 
reſt. 

LET him again loſe himſelf in theſe wonders, na ie% fr. 
priſing for their minuteneſs, than the former for their vaſtnel 
and extent. And who will not be confounded to reflect ty 
our body, which before was judged imperceptible in reſped 


of the world, which world is itſelſ imperceptible in the boſan 2 
of univerſal being, ſhould now become a coloſſus, a world, x tl 
rather an univerſality of being, in reſpect of that cxquilte ci 
diminution, at which our laſt refinement of thought may ly It 
this artifice arrive ! ve 

HE that ſhall take this ſurvey of his own nature will, g. 00 
doubt, be under the greateſt conſternation to find hin lit 
hanging, as it were, in his material ſcale, between the tw or 


vaſt abyſles of infinite and nothing; from which he is cv, 
83 


ally removed. He will tremble at the fight of ſo many pr C0: 
digies; and, turning his curioſity into admiration, will, Ix car 
lieve, be more inclined ſilently to contemplate them, i i. 
preſumptuouſſy to ſearch their depths. her 
Fox what is man amongſt the natures which encompsl 1g 
him? In one view he appears as unity to infinity, in 2. our 
ther as all to nothing: and muſt therefore be the med cer 
between theſe extremes: alike diſtant from that nothing eth 
whence he was taken, and from that infinity in which bel 1 
ſwallowed up. | poſi! 
His underſtanding holds the fame rank in the order of picre 
ings, as his body in the material ſyſtem: and all de know Wl © 
ledge he can reach, is only to diſcern ſomewhat of t =, 
er 


middle of things, under an eternal deſpair of comprehenaꝶ 
either their beginning or their end. All things ariſe fron 
nothing, and proceed to infinity. Who can keep pace vl 
theſe ſteps? Who can follow ſuch an amazing progrth 
none but the author of theſe wonders is able to cp 


underſtand them, 4 
TOS «1 4 
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Tuts middle ſtate and condition is common to all our fa- 
culties. Our ſenſes can bear no extremes. Too much 
noiſe or too much light are equally fatal; and make us ei- 
ther deaf or blind: too great diſtance, or too great nearnels, 
do alike hinder a proſpect: too much prolixity, or too much 
brevity, darken and perplex a diſcourſe: too intenſe a plea- 
fare becomes incommodious : too uniform a ſymphony has 
po power to aſſect and move: our body is utterly indiſpoſ- 
ed for the laſt degrees of heat and cold: qualities in exceſs 
ze enemies to our nature; we dont properly feel, but ſuffer 
them : the weakneſs of childhood and old age alike incapa- 
citats the mind: too much or too little food diſturbs it in 
its actions: too much or too little ſtudy renders it extra- 
vagant and unruly. Things in extreme are of no uſe or ac- 
count with reſpect to our nature; and our nature is of as 
lire with reſpe& to theirs : either we ſhun and avoid them, 
or they miſs and eſcape us. | 

Tuts is our real eſtate: and 'tis this which fixeth and 


* conhnes all our attainments within certain limits, which we 
1* 5 * P 

The can never paſs; being equally unable either to know all 
thay things, or to remain ignorant of all things.. We are placed 


here in a vaſt and uncertain medium, ever floating between 
gorance and knowledge : and if we endeavour to ſtep beyond 
our bounds, the object which we would ſeize doth, with a vi- 
olent ſhock, wreſt itſelf (as twere) from our hold, and vaniſh. 


peru eth by an eternal flight, which no force may controul or ſtay. 
\ te. Tas is the true condition of nature, and yet the molt op- 
rohte to gur inclination, . We are inflamed with a defire of 
rale ering through all things, and of building a tower the to 
Kb ©: Dich ina reach even to infinity. But our feeble edi- 
ot ace cracks and falls; the carth opens, without bottom, un- 


der us, aud buries our devices in its gulph. 
XXIII. 
The Greatneſs of Man. 


Can eakily conceive a man without hands, and without 
4 feet: and I could conceive him too without an head, 
1 did not learn from experience, that 'tis by the help of 
this 
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this he thinks. It is Thought, therefore, which conſtitutez 
the eſſence of man, and without which he {s altogether uns 
conce ĩveable. 

* WHaT is that which has a ſenſe of pleaſure in oy 
frame? Is it our hand? is it our arm? is it the fleſh? js þ 
the blood? Do we not find it abſolutely neceſſary to have te 
courſe to ſomewhat of an immaterial nature for this ſervice! 

* Max has ſuch a ſtock of rea] greatneſs, that he is great 
even in knowing himſelf to be miſerable. A tree is no more 
ſenſible of miſery than of felicity, *Tis true the knowing 
himſelf to be miſerable, is an addition to man's miſery ; bit 
then 'tis no leſs « demonſtration of his greatneſs. Thus 
his greatneſs is ſhewn by his miſeries as by its ruins. They 


are the miſeries of a mighty ſtateſman in diſgrace ; of 4 
prince diſpoſſeſſed and dethroned. 

* WHAT man ever thought himſelf unhappy in not . 4 
ing a king, except a depoſed king? Did Paulus Amilius 2 i 
rehend any unhappineſs in not being conſul ? the who! 2 
world eſteemed him happy in having gone through that & th 
fice, which in its deſign and inſtitution was but temporary, 4 


But Per/eus was looked on as fo extremely miſerable in not 
being = king}, (becauſe, according to the nature of royalty, 
he ſhould have been ever ſo) that it was thought Rrange 
he ſhould ſupport himſelf even in life. Who is thete that 
complains of his misfortune in having but one mouth? v 
js there that would not reckon himſelf moſt unfortunate n 
having but one eye? No man can bring himſelf to lament 
that he has not three eyes; and yet every man 13 am 


inconſolably afflicted with the loſs of one. the 
* We have ſo great an idea of the human ſoul, in 25) um 
perſon, that we can't bear the thought of wanting its regar bin 
and eftcem ! and 'tis this united eſteem which compoſeth al on 
the happineſs of man, * 
Ir the falſe glory which men purſue is on the one fide 1 er 
proof of their miſery, it is, on the other ſide, an atteſtul. my 
on of their excellence. For whatever degree of riches | 
health, and other benefits, men enjoy, they are {til ile. v. 
tisfied unleſi they find themſelves in the good opinion d * 


thel 
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their own kind. Human reaſon challengeth fo much eſteem 
and reverence from us, that under the moſt advantageous 
circumſtances of life we think ourſelves unhappy if we are 
pot placed to an equal advantage in mens judgments. This 
we look on as the faireſt poſt that can be attained: nu» 
thing is able o divert us from fo paſſionate a deſire; and tis 
the moſt indelible character in the heart of man. Inſomuch 
that thoſe who think ſo moſt contemptuouſly of mankind, as 
to make the very beaſts their equals, do yet contradict their 
own hypotheſis by the motions which they feel in their 
own ſouls. Nature, which is ſtronger than all their reaſon, 
convinceth them more powerfully of man's greatneſs, than 
reaſon can perſuade them of his meanneſs. 

Mn is a reed; and the weakeſt reed in nature: but 
then he is a thinking reed. There's no occaſion that the 
u hole univerſe ſhould arm itſelf for his defeat: a vapour, 
2 (op of water is ſufficient to diſpatch him. And yet ſhould 
the world oppreſs and cruth him with ruin, he would ſtiil be 
more noble than that by which he fell: becauſe he would be 
ſenſible of bis fate, while the univerſe would be inſenſible 


| of its victory. 


Tas our whole worth and perfection conſiſts in Thought: 
1is hence we are to raiſe ourſelves; and not from the emp- 
ty ideas of ſpace and duration. Let us ſtudy the art of 
thinking well: this is the rule of life, and the fountain of 
morals. 

® iT is dangerous to inform man how near he ſtands to 
the beaſts, without ſhewing him at the ſame time, how in- 
luitely he ſhines above them. Again, it is dangerous to let 
him fee his excellence, without making him acquainted with 
his infirmity, And the greateſt danger of all is to leave him 
in unter ignorance of the one, and of the other. But to 
have a juſt repreſentation of both, is his greateſt intereſt 
and happineſs, | 

Luer man be allowed to know his own value. Let him 
hre himſelf becauſe he has a nature capable of good: but 
let bim not be in love with the weakneſſes and diſeaſes of 
bat natuc. Let him hate and deſpiſe himſelf, becauſe this 

I 3 capacity 
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capacity within him is altogether empty and void : but lt 
him not hence entertain a diſlike of ſo natural, & noble b 
Capacity. Let him hate bis Being; and let him love it to, 
becauſe he is framed for the poſſeſſion of truth, (and << 


ſequently of happineſs) and yet can find no truth that i 1 

permanent or ſatisfactory. I would therefore move him to 5 

entertain a deſire, at leaſt, of finding it, and to yield bim A 

| ſelf diſengaged and ready to follow where he ſhall find it, . 

| And becauſe I am not inſenſible how much the light of by th 

man knowledge is obſcured by human paſſion, I would pre c. 

i ſcribe to him above all things the deteſtation of his own cc 5 

1 -Eupiſcence; which is ſo fatal a bias on his judgment; 54 

that it may neither blind him while he is making his cheics - 

| nor divert or obſtruct him from purſuing what he has choſen 7 

1 ret 

| | XXIV. req 

| The Vanity of Man. * 

1 bat 
| E are not ſatisfied with that life which we poſſeſs in 

ourſelves and in our own proper being : we are fond 5 

of leading an imaginary life in the idea of others. And 'ts WW ;, 

hence that we are fo eager and forward to ſhew outiv!yes 1 _ 

the world. We labour indefatigably to retain, improve, a be 

adorn this fictitious being, while we ſtupidly neglect the 

true. And if we happen to be maſters of any noble cd. po 

ment, of tranquillity, generoſity, or fidelity of mind, we pre hs 

with all our vigour to make them known, that we maj * 

transfer and ingraff theſe excellencies on that phantaltic a 

iſtence. Nay we had rather part with them, than ute 

apply them to ſo vain a uſe; and would gladly comments ling 

. cowards to purchaſe the reputation of valour. A great be 

dication this of the meanneſs, and even nullity of vor gens 

ine being, not to reſt ſatisfied in it, without its fhacor; a Bl ..! 

very often to renounce the former for the latter: as he v9 Wn 


would not die to preſerve his honour, ſhall become deu. 
bly infamous by the refuſal. 


* Tails 
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* Tyr is ſo much ſweetneſs and ſo many charms in glo- 
lt ry, that join it to what we will, even to death itſelf, it fails 


* not to appear beautiful and lovely. 

00 ort pride, is alone, a counterpoiſe to all our miſeries: 
= becauſe it either conceals them, or glories in their diſcovery. 
$ pet has ſo natural a poſſeſſion of us, in the midſt of 
* gur 1aiſery and error, that we can loſe even our lives with 
ne joy, upon the terms of being celebrated for the act. 

It * Vaxiry has taken ſo firm hold in the heart of man, 
b. that a porter, an hodman, a turnſpit can talk greatly of him- 
re. if, and is for having his admirers. Philoſophers do but refine 
00- von the ſame ambition, Thoſe who write of the contempt of 
; gory, do yet defire the glory of writing well; and thofe who 
cee their compoſitions, would not loſe the glory of having 
kt, real them. Perhaps I myſelf, who am now making thele 


retexions, am now ſenſible of this glory: and perhaps my 
reacer is not proof againſt the charm. 

* Is ſpite of all the numerous miſeries with which we are 

| encompaſſed, which ſeize us, and hold us by the throat, we 

bave fill a ſecret and inſuperable inſtin& which bears us up. 


{ it * We are fo preſumptuous, as that we deſire to be known 
ket to all the world; and even to thoſe who are not ic come in- 
1 by to the world till we have left it. And, at the ſame time, 


ve are ſo little and vain, as that the eſteem of five or fix 
perfurs about us, is enough to content and amuſe us. 

* Tit moſt important thing in life is the choice of a 
proteſhon:; and yet this is à thing purely in the diſpoſal of 
Cance, Ils mere cuſtom which makes upholſterets, ma- 
ſons, ſoldiers, &c. He is an excellent upholſterer, ſays one: 
and oh, what fools are the red-coats ! Another cries, there's 
wdthing brave and great but the wars; and all are change- 
Ungs that don't follow the camp. On the bare ſtrength of 
bearing ſone arts commended and others condemn'd in our 
nancy, we proceed to chuſe for ourſelves: for we natu- 
Pally love what is laudable, and hate what is contemptible, 
Theſe words never fail to operate upon our minds : aud all 
the fault is in the application. Some nations conſiſt wholly 
* Mechanics; in others foldiery is the univerſal profeſſion. 

13 Nature 
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Nature can never be thus uniform. Tis cuſtorn, there 
which produceth this effect, and which gains the 2ſcendyy 
over nature. Yet ſometimes again nature will prevail. 2 
will keep men under the power of inſtinct, in {pight of al 
the oppoſition of cuſtom, whether good or bad. 

* CURIOSITY is little better than mere vanity. For le 
moſt part, we deſire to know things purely that we may ul 
of them. Few would undertake fo dangerous voynyes 4p 
travels, for the bare pleaſure of entertaining their {ight , © 
they were bound to ſecrecy at their return, or, for eve, 
cloyſtered from converſation, 

* WE never think of raiſing a name and repute in placz 
through which we only paſs: but where we fix our reſidence 
for any time, there we eagerly admit, and induſtriou(y pur 
ſue this thought. What time is requiſite for the purpo'! 
Such as bears a proportion to our ſhort and miſerable lie 

* A little matter comforts us; becauſe a leſs is able u 
grieve and afflict us. 

We can never keep cloſe to the preſent. We an 
Cipate the time to come, as too flow, in order to the ma 
ing it mend its pace: or we call back the time that is pal 
2s too ſwift, in order to the ſtopping its flight. Such is our 
ſolly, that we ramble through thofe times in which we |3ve 
vo concern, and utterly forget that on which our wholz . 
tune and intereft depends: ſuch our vanity, that we dean 
of thoſe which are not, and let that which alone ub 
pals by us without notice or reflexion. The real; of 4! 
which is this: becauſe the preſent generally gives us lone 
uncaſineſs, we are willing to hide it from our ſight, as berg 
grievous to us: but if it happen to be agreeable, we are in 
no leſs pain to ſee it ſlide fo faft away. Hence we tack tut 
future to it, to ſtrengthen and ſupport it; and pretend t9 
diſpoſe of things rot in our power, for a time at hich de 
have ng affurance ever to arrive. 

LET a man examine his own thonghts, and he W. alan 
find them employed about the time paſt, or to come. We 
ſcarce beſtow a glance upon the preſent : or if we do tis ot 


ly that we may borrow light from hence to manage an ©! 
| leck 


M. PASCAL's THOUGHTS. 103 


a eg the future, The preſent is never the mark of our 
t dfipns. We uſe both paſt and preſent as our racans and 
d jaltruments, but the future only as our object and aim. Thus 
ll we never live, but we ever hope to live: and under this 
continual diipoſition and preparation to happineſs, *tis cer- 
1 tin ve can never be actually happy, if our hopes are termi- 
lk ned with the ſcene of this life, 
n * Oun fancy ſo much enlargeth and ſwells this temporal 
1 gration, by reflecting perpetvally on it, and fo far extenu- 
er, -tes and comtracts our eternal ſtate, by ſeldom taking it into 
tought ; that we make a nothing of eternity, and an eter- 
fa.” pity of nothing. And the ſprings of this whole proceeding 
nee ae „ vicorous in us, that all our reaſon is too weak to lup- 
Ir: refs or over-rule them. 
1. * CROMIVEL ſcemed to have laid a fair train for the 
ile ruin of all C5r17-ndom. The royal family had been deſtroy- 
> t0 ed, and his own confirmed for ever in their uſurpation, but 
{or the little gravel-ſtone which fell down into his ureter. 
m- Home itſelf began to tremble under him. But this petty 
has Tun, which elſewhere had been contemptible, lighting on 


lech 2 part, occaſioned the death of the uſurper, the fall of 
his family, and the reſtoration of the king. 


I XXV. 

real > 

* The Weakneſs of Man. 

dliits 

j al HFRE is nothing which more aſtoniſhes me, than that 
ſome e whole world ſhould not be aſtoniſhed at their own 
beng hraty. Ven proceed ſeriouſly to action, and every one 
re n bilows the way of life he has embraced, not as if it were 
«ti rally good in being the mode, but as if each man were ex- 
— - 71. 1 * 2 . . 

1c 10 + ehe with the meaſures of reaſon and juſtice. 

n ve 


VE are cilappointed every moment; and, by a very plea- 
nt hamility, we imagine that the fault is in ourſelves, and 
9 in the art, which we all profeſs to underſtand. *Tis fit 
dere [out be many perſons of this complexion in the 
ward; to demonſtrate, that man is capable of the moſt ex. 
"22a opinions, becauſe he is capable of believing that 
the 
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the weakneſs he feels is not general and inevitable, hut that 
he is naturally endued with true judgment and inlallible gi. 
dom. 

Tut weakneſy of human reaſon appears more evident. 
ly in thoſe who are inſenſible of it, than in ſuch as knoy 
and confeſs it. 

* WHILE we are too young, our judgment is in immatus 
rity; and when when we are too old, tis in decay. If ve 
think too little of a thing, or too much, our bead urs 
giddy, and we are at a loſs to find out our way to truth, 

HE that views his own work, juſt as it comes out of |; 
hands, is too much prepoſſeſſed in its favour : and he thit 
lets it lye too long unſurveyed, forgets the niceneſs of in 
contexture, and the model by which *twas wrought. 

THERE is but one preciſe point which is the true place of 
ſhewing a picture: all others are either too near, or too di 
tant, too high or too low, Perſpective aſſigns this point in 
the art of painting; but who has skill enough to bx it n 
truth and morals? 

* THAT miltreſs of miſtake, which we call fancy, or cpi. 
nion, is therefore the greater cheat, becauſe fhe Joes not | 


cheat conſtantly, and by rule. Always to lie, would bs ha 
always to tell the truth. Whereas being deceitf1] only 4 of 
the moſt part, ſhe gives us no marks of her character, bu - n 
ſtamps truth and ſalſhood with the very ſame impreſſion, = 
Tuis proud princeſs and potentate, the ſworn enemy of Cpte 
reaſon, © ambitious to rule and domineer, has, the- ſhe may * 
ſhew her abſolute power over the world, eftabliſhed in man = 
a ſecond nature. She has her rich, and her poor; her lap Bi ©” 
py, and her miſerable; her ſick, and her ſound; ct foo) uy 
and her wiſe: and nothing grieves us ſo much as iv ſee thi! 110 
ſhe fills her votaries with a ſatisfaction more large and g. Ts 
tire than reaſon pretends to give. The imaginary wilc me 1 n 
fee! another fort of complacency within themſelves, than e *. 


maſters of true wiſdom can regularly find. Thoſe {ok 0 
the world with an air of authority, and diſcourſe with abu 
ance and confidence : while theſe never expres themſelves 


without diſſidence and concern. Aud that gayety 9 2 
| ten 
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: tenance often gives the former ſuch an advantage in the 
8 winds of their hearers, that when they meet with judges of 

their own ſtandard, they ſeldom fail ro pleaſe. Opinion 
* earn! indeed make a fool wiſe; but it makes him con- 
1. rented; and fo triumphs over reaſon, which ſeems only to 

fender its friends and followers more ſenſibly gifcrable. 
” This puniſheth us with infamy; while that rewards us with 


glory. 
ms 5 * . - 
WHaTt diſpenſes reputation; what procures veneration 
and regard to perſons and things, but Opinion? How in- 


＋ 2 ; 
"ou leffclent are all the treaſures of the world to delight or ſa- 
g tsy, without its approbation and conſent? 
1 : 

Orson is the univerſa] difpoſer of things: this makes 
* beauty, and juſtice, and happineſs; and theſe make all that 


0 x excellent upon earth. I would gladly ſee an Italian 
| picce, of which 7 know only the title, but ſuch a title as is 


Na I = 

1 wth many whole books; it is Della opinione, regina del mon- 

25 4% Of cpruton, the queen of the world, If it has nothing in 
* worte, than this title I ſubſcribe to it heartily, unſeen. 

op TE”. gy, | 

* Tux ug is ſcarce any thing, juſt or unjuſt, which does not 

ange its nature, upon changing its climate. Three degrees 


oi elevation in che pole may ruin the whole profeſſion of 
l. & metickan on the globe, or a few years prepoſſeſſion, 
ceclſes the moſt important truths, Maxims and firſt prin- 
pies are ſubject to revolutions : and we are to go to chro- 


* 


nology for the Epochas of right and wrong. A very humour- 


may _ "es. 0 | 

an m jolice this, which is bounded by a river or a moun- 
hap an. Orthodoxy on one fide of the Pyrences, may be herety 
| 0 the other. 


ks HE at of overturning kingdoms is to reverſe eſta- 
bilned cuſtoms, by ſearching them to the quick, and then 


d er 3 2 ; 4 . 
e men enſuring thein as originally defective in authority and juſ- 
nb! BI ooght (fy theſe critics in policy) to go back to the 


Time and fundamental laws which unrighteous cuſtom 


An e cee | | 
zul. * entoyed. When men are at this phy, the ſlate is 
P we loſe all, Nothing can keep its weight in fo falſe a 


ace. Yet the multitude lend a willing ear to ſuch diſ- 
Pourles; they are glad to ſhake off the yoke; and the great 
ORC$ 
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ones raiſe themſelves not only upon their ruin, but ap 
the ruin of thoſe curious refiners, who were the firſt engng 
of the miſchief. But then there's another fault quite Opps. 
ſite to this, when we think every thing to be done wic 
juſtice, that is not done without example. 

* SET the greateſt phijojopher in the world upon a plank, 
but ſomewhat broader than the ſpace which he uſually take 
up in walking, and let there be a precipice underneath, hi 
reaſon may demonſtrate him to be ſafe, but his fancy wil 
deny the argument. This is 2 venture, the very though 
of which few can bear without ſweating, or turning pals 
I nced not run through all inſtances of the ſame kind. Ep 
ry one knows, that the fight of a cat, or rat, or the cia. 
ing of a coal, will throw ſome perſons into a fit, and yu 
their reaſon quite beſide its guard! | 

* Look upon that venerable magiſtrate, whoſe age ni 
ability command the reverence of the whole nation, Woch 
you not ſuppoſe that he governs himſelf by the pureſt 2d er: i 
ſubluneſt wiſdom, and judgeth of things according to tn 
real nature, without being moved by thoſe trifling c., 
dents and circumſtances which diſorder only weak ard : 
people? But behold him entering the court; fee him p 
on the bench, and prepared with examplary gravity e 
formal hearing: Let one of the Council have an untunade 
voice, or a ſingular aſpect, let him have been ill u 
by his barber, or diſobliged by the roads and wee 
and I'll wager againſt the countenance of your chic! ju 
dice. 

* Txt ſoul of the greateſt man living is not ſo free in 
independent, but that tis ſubject to diſturbance, at the il 
noiſe about him. You need not let off a cannon to bt 
his train of thought; the creaking of a weather-cock, 0 a 
a pully, will do it effectually. Don't be ſurprized that a or 
hear him argue a little incoherently at preſent. He bas. 
fly buzzing at his ears; and that's enough to make hn net 
ſtranger to good counſel. Would you have him right 
prized of the truth, you muſt take off this untowarc ani es, 
which holds his reaſon at bay, and diſcompoſeth that be 


rel 


M. PASCAL's THOUGHTS. 107 

ion underſlanding which gives laws to towns and king- 
01 WT 0's, 
0 * DISEASES are another principle of error. They impair 
„our judgment and our ſenſes. And if thoſe which are moſt 
i Wi violent produce a very viſible change, thoſe which have leſs 

frength do yet leave a proportionable impreſſion. 
ok, 5am, intereſt muſt be acknowledged to have a ſingular 
ler WW in agreeably putting out our eyes. Affection, or diſlike, 
bis gute invert the rules of juſtice. A counſellor retained with 
wil large ſec grows clear · ſighted to admiration, and finds the 
Ira immediately improve upon his hands. Yet I have 
de donn the men, who, through a contrary fantaſticalneſs of 
bert, have, to avoid theſe partial and ſelfiſh regards, been 
an into the higheſt injuſtice by a moſt unreaſonable coun- 
pie. The ſure way to ruin the faireſt concern depend» 

ing beſore them, was to get it recommended by ſome of their 
e 210 creſt relations. | 
Voull * Txut# and juſtice are things ſo nice and ſubtile, tha 
ar inſtruments are not fine enough to touch or take hold 
them with any exactneſs. In both caſes, they either 
ifs the Point utterly, or fall foul upon it, and then ſettle 
t 2 venture, ſeldom ſo near to the right as to the wrong. 
* A veneration for antiquity does not only abuſe and en- 
kve our mind : the charms of novelty have the ſame a- 
endent over us. And hence ariſe all the diſputes amongſt 
pen, who charge each other, either with ſticking to the falſe 
mpreſhons of their childhood, or with running, at all ad- 


Wxo is the man that keeps the juſt medium between 
bile extremes? Let him appear and make good his preten- 
os, There is no principle, how natural ſoever it may 
am, and though even ſacked in with our firſt milk, but 
kay be made to paſs for a falſe impreſſion, either of educa- 
on or of lenſe. Becauſe (ſays one) you have been wont 


e hu er lnce your infancy to ſuppoſe a veſſel empty when you 
kun e nothing in't, hence you come to believe the poſſibility 
ily BP © ac. Why, this is only a ſtrong deluſion of your 


ues, Rrengthened by cuſtom, which ſcience and demon- 
ſtration 


tures, into evety new hypotheſis and fancy. - 
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ſtration ought to correct. By your leave (ſays the wy) 
ou have been poſitively told in the ſchools, that 2 Van 
was impoſſible; and thus your ſenſes were corrupted, which 
eaſily and naturally allowed it before this ill impreſion; this 
therefore, you ought to deface, by returning to your prim. 
tive nature. And now we have heard both fides, where 
Hall we fix the cheat, in our ſenſes, or in our education! 
* THE whole employment of mens lives is to Improve 
their fortunes: and yet the title by which they bold all, if 
traced to its origin, is no more than the pure fancy of the 
legiſlators. But their poſſeſſion is ſtill more precations tha 


their right, and at the mercy of a thouſand accidents, Ner 
are the treaſures of the mind better enſured; while à fl! | 
or a fit of ſickneſs may bankrupt the ableſt underſtanding, , 
* So that, abſtracting from a ſtate of grace, man is 16 5 
thing but the continual ſubject of indelible and in ſupetabe 
errors. He can purchaſe no certain information : every ti 
in the world abuſeth his curioſity. His two CGriterims d 4 
truth, Reaſon and Senſe, (beſides that they are not alwas lo 
faithful to themſelves) are wont reciprocally to mock art P 
delude each other. Our ſenſes beguile our reaſon with fall f 
appearances; and our reaſon has likeways its falſe con 
ces, wherewith to return and revenge the cheat. The pi WW 
ſions diſcompoſe the ſenſes, and ſtrike upon them the wn Wi 
way. They lie, and forge, and miſrepreſent, with a (art = 
of vitious emulation, A 
* WHAT are all our natural principles, but principles d a. 
cuſtom : derived from parents to children, as fcar and figt 
to the beaſts of game! * 
A different cuſtom will produce a different naꝶtal pri = 
ciple. This experience teſtifies. And if there are ſome 128. 
tates of nature impregnable againſt cuſtom, there arc 14 
ways ſome impreſſions of cuſtom, which nature cannot owe 10 
rule. This depends wholly on the temper and conι,iᷣ - 
on of particular men. he f 
PARENTS diſcover a jealouſy, leſt the natural duty and 1 Ns 
fection of their children ſhould be defaced ; what a t. s 


nature is this, which we ſuppoſe capable of —_— 
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t we muſt at leaſt allow cuſtom to be another nature, which 
vn ein thus deſtroy the former. And where's the impropriety 
ich in ſtling cuſtom natural? or, why may not nature itſelf be 
his, conceived as 2 primary cuſtom, no leſs than cuſtom as a ſe- 
ur condary nature? 
here 
mn! 

XX VI. 
rIve 
Io , 
i, The Miſery of Man. 
7635 — 8 . . . 
1 HERE is nothing more capable of letting us into 
Not 


the knowledge of human miſery, than an inquiry 
cer the r£al cauſe of that perpetual hurry and confuſion in 
which we pals our lives. 

Tas ſoul is ſent into the body, to be the ſojourner of 
a few days. She knows that this is is but a ſtop, till 
ſhe may embark for eternity, and that a ſmall ſpace is al- 
lowed her to prepare for the voyage. The main part of this 
ſpace is raviſhed from her by the neceſſities of nature: and 
but a ſlender pittance left to her own diſpotal. And yet this 
moment which remains does ſo ſtrangely oppreſs and per- 
plex her, that ſhe only ſtudies how to loſe it. She feels an 
intolerable burthen, in being obliged to live with herſelf, and 
think of herſelf. And therefore her principal care is to for- 
cet herſelf ; and to let this ſhort and precious moment pals 
away without reflexion, by amuſing herſelf with things which 


= : prevent her notice of its ſpeed. 

oY Tus is the ground of all the tumultuary buſineſs, of all the 
1 * 2 Giyerſions amongſt men: in which our genera] aim is 
nete me de time paſs off out hands without feeling it, or ra- 


Wer without feeling ourſelves; and, by getting rid of this ſmall 
partion of life, to avoid that inward diſguſt and bitterneſs, 
Kuch we thould not fail to meet with if we found leiſure to 
elcrnd into gur own breaſts. For tis undeniably certain, that 
ie ſoul of man is here incapable of reſt and ſatisſaction. And 
lis obliges her to expand herſelf every way, and to ſeek how 
be may lole the thoughts of her own proper being in a 
Niel application to the things about her. Her very happi- 

4 nels 


| 
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neſs conſiſts in this forgetfulneſs: and to make her exqui: 
ſitely miſerable, nothing more is required oy the engagng 
her to look into herſelf, and to dwell at hon | 
W charge perſons from their very mane with the cue 
of their own fortunes and honours, and no lefs of the cs; 
and dignities belonging to their kindred and friends. e 
burthen them with the ſtudy of languages, of exerciſcs, ind 
of arts, We enter them in buſineſs, and perſuade tun 
that they can never be truly blefſe}, unleſs, by their ini; 
try and caution, they in ſome meaſure ſecure the intereſt ant 
glory of themſelves, their families, and their dependent; 
and that unavoidable unhappineſs is entailed upon the fa 
of any one particular in this kind. Thus we teach ther 
to wear out their ſtrength, and to rob themſelves of thi 
reſt. A ſtrange method (you'll ſay) of making them bag 
what could be done with more effect towards the enf: | 
them in miſery? would you know. what? why, only to releſ 
them from theſe cares, and to take off theſe birch. Fa 
then their eyes and their thoughts muſt be turned va 
and that's the only hardſhip which they eſteem infupporravl 
Hence if they gain any relaxation from their labours, we fn 
them eager to throw it away upon ſome ſport or diverſion 


which takes up their whole activity, and pleafantly 10% a 
then: of themſelves. A 
"Tis for this reaſon, that when I have ſet myl+!f to cy R 
ſider the various agitations of human life, the toll and Car = 
ger to which we expoſe ourſelves, in the court, in ?, 
camp, in the purſuits of ambition, which give bath to 10 
much paſſion and contention, to ſo many deſperate itn .. 
tal adventures, I have often ſaid that the univerial caule © 
mens misfortunes was their not being able to 1195 quiet a 
in a chamber. A perſon who has enough for the uit 08g | 
this world, did he know the art of dwelling with himlel A 
would never quit that repoſe and ſecurity, for © voſage del 
ſiege; nor would take fo much pains to hazard his lite 2 
he no other aim than barely to live. i, 
Bur, upon ſtricter examination 1 found, that this «vert bar 


on to home, this rovipg and reſtleſs diſpoſition, procer cel 


4 
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from a cauſe no leſs powerful than univerſal; from the na- 
tive unhappineſs of our frail and mortal (tate, which is in- 
c. 0 ol all comfort, if we have nothing to divert our 
thoughts, and to call us out of ourſelves. 

I {pcak of thoſe alone who ſurvey their own nature, with- 
out the views of faith; and religion. Tis indeed one of tha 
miracles of Chriſtianity, that, by reconciling man to Gov, it 
reſtores him to his own good opinion; that it makes him able 
to bear the fight of himſelf ; and, in ſome cales, renders ſo- 


te au filence more agreeable than all the intercourſe 
SY aud action of mankind. Nor is it by fixing man in his own 
mor prion that it produceth theſe wonderful effects; tis by car- 
I Ying hun to Gon, and by ſopporting him under the ſenſe of 
yo bis miferics with the hopes of an aflured and complete deli- 
x Ferance in a better lite. 
pay Bur, lor thuſe who do not act above the principles of 
* mere nature, 'tis impoſlible they ſhould, without falling in- 
; * to an in urable chagrine and diſcontent, undergo the linger 
= rm torment of leiſure. Man, who loves nothing but his 
85 p oun perſon, hates nothing ſo much as to be confined to his 
11 oun con verfati on. He ſceks nothing but himſelf, and yet flies 
«#0, BY rode nothing more than himſelf : becauſe when he is 
ng Ooliged 10 look within, he does nut ſee himſelf ſuch as he could 
) 0 wk diſcovering only a hidden ſtore of inevitable miſcries, 
* ay mig) ity Void of all real and ſolid good, which tis be- 
4 an jon his ability to repleniſh. 
. LET 2 man chuſe his own condition, let him embelliſh it 
* 12 all the goods and all tl.e ſatisfactions he can poſſeſs or 
14 =; „ if in the midſt of this glory and pride he is 
7 gat vuttnels, and without diverſion, and has time to con- 
3 an late au his fortunes, his ſpirits muſt unavoidably fink 
og neath the  langui iſhing felicity. He will, of neceſſity, tor- 
Amel Na ume with the proſpect of what's to come; and he that 


boaltcd to have brought home all the ingredients of happi- 


ace (13 ＋. 
if hy nc, mul? again be ſent abroad, or condemned to domettic 

ay * Mucry. 
ls majeſty it (elf ſo truly great, and ſufficient, as to ſup- 
pt thate whom: it adorns and encircles, under the bare 
K 2 thought 


5 avert 
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worldly greatneſs is too nice and weak to bear the amn b 
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thought of theirowngrandeur? Is it neceſſary thatthis thong 
ſhovld be here likeways diverted as in the common herd 9 
men? A vulgar perſon will be abundantly happy, it he ma, 
eaſe himſelf of his ſecret troubles, by applying all his cn 
to excel in the perfection of dancing. But dare we ſay thi 
of a king? or, will he be more charm'd with fo vain ar 
petty amuſements, than with the contemplation of his roy] 
Cignity and eſtate? What nobler, what more ſublime obieg 
than himſelf, to engage, and to fatisfy his ſpirit? Mig; 
not ſeem an envious leſſening of his content, to interryr: 
his princely thought with the care of meaſuring his eps by 
an air of muſick, or of exactly ordering a Bal; inſtead of 
leaving him to ſurvey the glories of his throne, aud is 77 
joice in the excellence of his power? Let us prefune t 
make the experiment: let us ſuppoſe a prince in toliud, 
without any entertainment of ſenſe, any engagement d 
mind, any relicf of converſation: and we ſhall find that 1 
prince, with his eyes upon himſelf, is a man full of miſeris 
and who feels them with as quick and piercing a reſentment 
as the loweſt amongſt his ſlaves. And therefore it has been 
a ſtanding maxim, to baniſh theſe intruding and importunz! 
reflexions from court, and to keep about the Roy! Pers 
thoſe who ſhall conſtantly purvey for the amuſemen! of ther 
mater, by laying a train of divertiſements to ſucceed after 


buſineſs, and, by watching his hours of leiſure, to pour i : 
immediately a freſh ſupply of mirth and port, that no r of 
cancy may be left in life. That is; the court abounds wit 

1 


men who have a wonderful activity in taking care that Et 
Majeſiy ſnall not be alone; well knowing that ſolitade is vt 
another name for miſery, and that the ſupreme piich 6 


tion of a thought. | 
THe principal thing which ſupports men under greates 
ployments, otherways ſo full of toil and trouble, is, th 9 
this means they are called off from the penance ol lellte 
flexion. 
Fon, pray conſider; what is it elſe to be a Superintendent," 
Chancellir, a Prime Preſident, but to have a number of if 
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; flocking about them from all ſides, who ſnall ſecue 
them, every hour in the day, from giving audience to their 
own mind? If they chance to fall into difgrace, and to be 
ihed to their country-ſeat, though they want neither 
{rune not retinue, yet they ſeldom fail to commence un- 
Lappy vecaule they are no longer entertained with fuch a 
variety of new faces, and a ſueceſſion of new buſineſs, as may 
make any thing rather than themſelves the ſubject of the ir 
meditation. 

WHENCE comes it to paſs, that men are tranſported, to 
{1h a degree, with gaming, hunting, or other diverſions, 
which ſcem to have taken an abſolute poſſeſſion of their 
ſais? Not becauſe there is any real and intrinſic good to be 
obtained by theſe purſuits: not becauie they imagine that 
true happ! neſs is to be found in the money which they win 
a play, or in the beaſt which they run down in the chace. 
For ſho..\d you preſent them beforehand with both theſe, to 
ave their trouble, they would be unanimous in reſecting the 
propolal.. *Tis not the gentle and caſie part which they are 
fond of, luch as may give them Jeifure an ad ſpace for thought: 
but "tis the heat and the hurry, which divert them from 
the mortiucation of thinking. 

Ox this account it is, that men are fo much in love with 
the noiie and tumult of the world; that a priſon is a ſeat 
of horror: and that few perſons can bear the puniſhment 
being confined to themſelves. 

We have ſeen the utmoſt that human invention can do, 
1 projecting for human happineſs. Thoſe who content 
! teraſe] Ives barely with demonitrating the vanity and little- 

is of conunon diverſions, are indeed acquainted with one 
part of gur miſeries: for, a conſiderable part it is, to be thus 
padde of raking pleaſure in things ſo baſe and inſignificant. 
v4! they 2pprehend not the cauſe and principle which ren- 
rs thae miſeries even neceſſary to us, ſo long as we re- 
uncured of that inward and natural infirmity of not be- 


lug be to bear the fioht of our own condition. The hare 


wach men buy in the market can't skreen them from this 
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view: 
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view : but the ſield and the chace afford an approved relies Hair 


And therefore when we reproach them with their low +1, 10 
ignoble aim, and obſerve to them how little ſatisſachen FT, 
there is in that which they follow with fo much contenten ſuc 
and ardour, did they anſwer upon mature judginent, they e. 
would acknowledge the equity of our cenſure, and won bee 
ingenuouſly declare, that they propoſed nothing in theſe pu. WW mon 
ſuits but the bare violence of the motion, ſuch as m9 WY 4. 
keep them ſtrangers to the ſecrets of their ſou!; and thy tor, 
therefore they made choice of objects, which, how worth. "ot 
leſs ſoever in reality, yct were of an engaging and attradirt chol 
nature, and able to engroſs the activity of all their poxer, 4 
And the reaſon why they don't anſwer in this manner, j 1 
the want of this acquaintance with their o] boſom. A Gent]. be.. 
man belic ves with all ſincerity that there's ſomewhat gen vou! 
and noble in hunting, and will be ſure to tell you, that sn 
a royal ſport. You may hear the like defence and cncomi- en. 
um of any other exerciſe or employment, which men affect vs 
or purſue. They imagine that there mult needs be ſome the | 
what real and ſolid in the objeds themſelves. They are per and t 
ſuaded, that could they but gain ſuch a point. they ſhould men 
then repoſe themſelves with content and pleaſure, and ehe 
under an inſenſibility of the inſatiable nature of this delve. WW ex 
They believe themſelves to be heartily engaged = the at WMWpy, « 
tainment of reſt, while they are indeed employed in nothug dp 
elſe but the ſcarch of continual and ſucceſſive drudgery, vie 
Mx have a ſecret inſtinct, prompting them to ſeek em tor 
ployment or recreation; which proceeds from no other cad nd 
but the ſenſe of their inward pain, and never-ceafing torment ng in 
They have another ſecret inſtinct, a relick of their prin M. 
tive nature, which aſſures them, that the ſam of their h- t. 
pineſs conſiſts in eaſe and repoſe. And upon theie two -er 
polite inſtincts, they form one confuſed deſign, hurking in tere; 
receſſes of their ſoul, which engages them to profecutc wes tr 
latter by che intervention of the former, and conſtantly e 
erſuade themſelves that the ſatisſaction they have hitherto yin, 
wanted will infallibly attend them, if by Carmiouating ns, 
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in difficulties, which they now look in the face, they may 
pen 2 aſe paſſage to peace and tranquillity. 

Tavs our life runs out. We ſeek reſt, by encountering 
ſuch particular impediments, which if we are able to remove, 
the conſequence is, that the reſt which we have obtained 
te:omes itſelf a grievance. For we are ruminating every 
moment, either on the miſeries we feel, or on thoſe we fear. 
knd even when we ſeem on all ſides to be placed under ſhèl- 
ter, the affections, which are fo naturally rooted in us, fail 
not to regret their loſt dominion, and to diffuſe their melan- 
cholic poiſon through the ſoul. 

Axp therefore, when Cincas fo gravely admoniſhed Pyr- 
thu, (who propoſed to enjoy himſelf with his friends, after 
he MH have conquered a good part of the world) that he 
would do much better to anticipate his own happineſs, by 


( 

10 taking immediate poſſeſſion of this eaſe and quiet, without 
Mis rirſaing it through fo much fatigue; the counſei he gave 
ct A indecd fall of difficulty, and ſcarce more rational than 


ie project of that young ambitious prince. Both the one 
ad the other opinion ſuppoſed that which is falſe; that a 
nen can reſt ſatisfied with himſelf and his preſent poſſeſſions, 
vithout filling up the void ſpace in his heart with imagina- 
expectations. Pyrrhas muſt inevitably have been unhap- 
py, ether without, or with, the conqueſt of the world: 
e perhaps that ſoft and peaceful liſe which his miniſter ad- 

vie! him to embrace, was leſs capable of giving him fatis- 
em action, than the heat and tumult of fo many expeditions, 
ae e fo many battles, which he was then forming and fight- 


nent, ng in his mind. ; 


rin a therefore mult be confeſſed to be ſo very unfortunate, 
ber- : tat. without any external cauſe of trouble, he would 
ce fopret and bemoan the very condition of his own na- 
ate e anch yet to be, at the fame time, ſo very fantaſtical, 
i the . 0 n white he is full of a thouſand inward and eſſential 
1 08g” 5 0! grief, the leaſt outward trifle is ſufficient to divert 


Inlomuch that, upon impartial conſideration, his caſe 
ſeems more to be Jamented in that he is capable of receiv- 
I's pleaſare irom things ſo low and frivolons, than in that he 
15 
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i« ſo immoderately afflicted with his own real miferies; 28d 
his diverſion appears infinitely leſs reaſonabie than his vr 
quiet. 

_* WHENCE is it, think ye, that this gentleman who has 
lately buried his only fon, and who this very morning ww: f 


ſullof complaint and lamentation, at preſent ſeems tohave gun at 
forgotten his part? Don't be ſurprized: the buſincſo i, tha 4 : 
ur friend 's wholly taken up with looking what way :he ſteg 1 
will turn, which his dogs have been in chace of ſome hor *. * 
Such an accident is enough to put a man beſide his chagring, wt þ 
though groaning under the heavieſt calamity of le. sen 
Jong as you can engage him in ſome divertiſement, fo 1: 5 
you make him happy: but 'tis with a falſe and magiony Heut 
happinets, not ariſing from the poſſeſſion of any rea! and ee 
good, but from a levity of ſpirit, by which he loſes the neee, 
mory of his ſubſtantial woes, amid{t the entertainment d Flat! 
mean and ridiculous objects unworthy of his applicate, Wiſe nail 
more unworthy of his love. Tis the joy of a man in a is Move; 
ver, or a phrenzy; reſulting not from the regular motion, vat Win the 
from the diſtemper and diſcompoſure of his mind. Ty not to 
mere ſport of folly and deluſion. Nor is there any thin fall ey 
more ſorpriſing i in human life, than to obſerve the in Ft Ns Car 
heancy of thoſe things which divert and pleaſe us. Lis tric & tf 
by thus keeping our mind always employed, they fhic.) WiMfitute | 
from the conſideration of real evils; but then then wake iter {16 
utrerly cheat itfelf by doating on a fantaſtic object of deli a; 
War do you take to be the aim and motive of of elne t 
vouths whom you ſee engaged at tennis with ſuch force: ention. 
body and application of mind? Why, _ pleaſure of , - 
ing to-morrow that they won ſo many fets of ſuch a n 
gameſter, This is the real ſpring of 7 much aCtior ” TIN 
toil. And 'tis but the very ſame which diſpotes otters 8h being 
drudge and. {went in their cloſets, for the * of o—_ liefly hy 
the learned world, that they have reſolved a queition ! tive n 
ebra, hitherto reputed inexplicable. Many thoulands na it; fig 
expoſe themſelves to the greatcit of dangers for the ec Mtinued 
taking a town; in my * nent no leſs ridiculuully- oa 


conclude, there we not wanting thoſe who KI mil 


11 
17. 


' 
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br rely with reading and obſerving all this application of others: 

that they may grow wiſer by it, but chat they may have 

he credit of apprehcnding its vanity. And theſe laſt are 

moſt exquiſitely fooliſh, becauſe they are ſo, willingly 

af wittingly : whereas 'tis reaſonable to ſuppoſe of the reſt, 

at, were they alike ſenſible of their folly, they would want 
% admonition to deſert it. 

* \ man that by gaming every day, for ſome little ſtake, 
ich away his life without uneaſineſs, or melancholy, would 
yet be rendered unhappy, ſhould you give him every morn- 
ng the fam which he could poſſibly win all day, upon con- 
hon to lorbear. It will be faid perhaps, that tis the amuſe- 
nent of the play which he ſeeks, and not the gain. Yet if 
be plays for nothing, his gaiety is over, and the ſpleen re- 
wrers full poſſeſſion. Bare amuſement, therefore, is not 
at he propoſeth: a Janguiſhing amuſement without heat, 
er pon, would but difpirit and fatigue him. He muſt be 
lowed to raiſe and chaff himſelf, by propoſing a happineſs 
in the gaining of that which he would deſpiſe, if given him 
not to venture; and by creating a fiftitious object, which 
all excite and employ his deſire, his anger, his hope, and 
bis (ear. 

& that theſe diverſions of men, which are found to con- 
litute their happineſs, are not only mean and vile, but they 
ae 4 and deceitſul. That is, we are in love with mere 

Hapes and phantoms; ſuch as muſt be incapable of poſ- 
ella the heart of man, had he not loſt the taſte and per- 
eption of real good, and were he not fill'd with baſeneſs and 
iam and pride, together with an infinite number of other 
es, ſuch as can no way relieve us under our preſent mi- 
knes, but by creating others, which are ſtill more dangerous, 

a ein more ſubſtantial. For theſe are the things which 
ify bar us from our own thoughts, and which teach us 
give new wings to our time, and yet to remain inſenſible 
* fight. Without theſe, we ſhould indeed be under a 

ned wearineſs and perplexity, yet ſuch as might prompt 
10 heb out a better method for its cure. Whereas thele, 
which 
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which we call our diverſions, do but amuſe and begyi]e d. 

and, in concluſion, lead us down blindfold into our gin 
Maxx having no infallible remedy againſt gude, 


miſery, and death, imagine, that ſome reſpite, fume hue 

may at lealt be fas by agreeing to baniſh them * | : 
their meditation. This is the only comfort they have bern 2 
able to invent, under their numerous calamities. But 2 ml £ . 
miſerable comfort it proves; becauſe it does not tend tone 
removal of theſe evils, but only to the ee Tas Of the! 3 
for a ſhort ſeaſon; and becauſe, in thus concealins thun, i Wl . © 


hinders us from applying ſuch proper means as bond ve. WM. 
move them. Thus, by 4 irangs revolution in the natir: o 
of man, that gricf and inward diſquict which he dreads as the 
greatelt of ſenfible evils, is in one teſpect his gicatch 900d, 
becauſe it might contribute, more than all things beds, 
- the putting him in a ſucceſsſul method of recovery. On 


hene 
the other hand, bis recreation, which be teems to prize 2 3 

Wo ( 
his fovereign good, is indeed his greateſt evil; becauſe it vo... .. 
of all things the moſt eff: Qual in making him negligent ws "A 

RAKE | 


der his diſtemper. And both the one and the other are ad. 
mirable proofs, as of man's mitery and corruption, { of lis. -.- 
greatneſs and dignity. For the reaſon why he grows ht! | 


and weary of every object, and engages in ſuch a mai | 4 ; 
of purſuits, is becauſe he ſtill retains the idea of his loft by | 
pineſs; ; Which not finding within himſelf, he feeks it throwl * 
the whole circle of external things; but always iccks v . 
out ſucceſs, becauſe it is indeed to be found, not in ouricives BN... .,. 
nor in the creatures, but in Cob alone, Wy: 
rec ibi 

XXVII. IOunt2in 

Me crihi 

Thoughts upon Miracles. Calf th 

LyEFE 

WE are to judge of doctrines by miracles, and of mitte Ln. 
by doctrines : they are the teſt and ſtandard of races 

other, yet without the leaſt repugnancy, or difficulty, TN 
* SoME miracles arc certain and infallible eviJences & doqrin 


truth; others are not. We ought to —_ ſettled 10 
*. ered 755 
% Dev 


M. PASCAL's THOUGHTS. 110 


nherevy to diſtinguiſh them, or they muſt prove wholly uſe- 
leſs to vs. But they are ſo far from being of no uſe, as to 
' be of 2 polute and fundamental neceſſity. 
Or rule therefore mult be ſuch, as ſhall not impair the 
length afforded by true miracles to the true religion, which 
i the principal end of miracles. 
5 wW FRE th ere no miracles ever join'd to falſhood and er- 
: , they would be immedc ſiately convictive, withaut ſearch 
| i trial, But, as the caſe is otherways, had we no rule to 
earch and ry them by, they would be utterly ineffectual ; 
wi we ould ſoſe the chief ground and motive of our faith. 

MUSES has eſtabliſhed one rule; when the miracle per- 

frmed {hall lead men to idofatry (a): and our Lord has 
chabliſhedd another (3); There's n man (ſavs he) which ſhall 
þ 1 miracle in my name, that can lightly /peak evil of me: 
whence it follows that whoever declares openly againſt JE. 

US CHRIST cannot perform miracles in his name; and 
yir:cles not performed in the name of CHRIST are to be 
reed without credit or dependence. We ſee then the two 

just ee againſt miracles : that in the Old Teſta- 
ment, wheo they turn us from Gon; and that in the New, 
when they turn us from FESUS CHRIST. 

% that immediately «pon the fight of a miracle, we 
lt cither to yield and ſubmit to it, or ta have ſome ve- 
extraordinary token in bar to its pretenſions: that is, we 

ht to be certain whether the perſon who performs it de- 

bes the only true Gor, or our Lord JESUS CHRIST. 

* Fyery religion is falſe, which, as to its faith, does not 
Weſcribe the worlthip of one Gop, as the great author and 
Ountain of all things; and which, as to its morals, does not 
pecriv the love of one Cob, as the great object and end 
u all things 
EVERY religion, at this day, which does not acknowledge 


©» 


ves. 


"8" Ld SUS CHRIST, is notorioully falfe; and even 
cles are inſufficient for its atteſtation, 

| Tur 7-205 had a dottrine delivered by Gop, as we have 
© "oh ©odtrine delivered by JESUS CHERIST,; and, in like 
* manner, 


(4) Deut, xiti, 1, 2. 3. (5) Mark ix. 38. 
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manner, confirmed by miracles. They had alte 25 expꝛeß 
prohivition againſt crediting thoſe who ſhould even work ni. 
racles in conlirmation of a contrary doctrine, together with 


an order to apply themſelves to the chief prieſis t be 0 
cluded by their judgment. So that whatſoever reatonz ve = 
have at preſent, to refuſe our aſſent to the workers of =— 0 
racles, the fame they may ſeem to have had, witt: regard toll 
our LoRD and his Apoſtles. | tba 

Axp yet moſt certain it is, that they were highly Culpabl it | 


in this reſpect: for our Loxp himſelf declares, that lis . 


racles rendered them without excuſe. Si opera non LT bb 
in eis quæ nemo alius fecit, peccatum non haberent : I” He. 
not done amongſt them the works which none other mar mn Hh k 
they had nat had ſin (a). Not | 
Tae conſequence is, that he judged his miracles to he | 1 
fallible evidences of his doctrine, and the Zews to be unde 1 
a neceſſary obligation of believing him. And indeed his mi "Yet 
racles eſpecially rendered the incredulity of the Jews will 77 
and criminal. For the teſtimonies drawn purely from {cr yu 
ture did not, before our Lord's death, amount to a dend £ 
ſtration. For inſtance, Mt had ſaid, 4 Prophet [bail th © J 
LORD your GD raiſe ye up, &c. but this did by no meal © 
evince FESUS CHRIST to be that Prophet, a therm * 
left the main queſtion undecided. Yet this, with other 0 2 
like paſſages, was ſufficient to raiſe a preſumption tht | 10 py 
might poſſibly be the Meſſias, or that Prophet; which pi of 
ſumption, with the reinforcement of his miracles, ought 4 a: 
have confirmed the Fews in an opinion that he was really ol * | 
THF. prophecies alone did not point out our LIKD „ 
tae utmoſt certainty, during his life. So that, during f Tha 
ſpace, if his miracles had not been decifive proots, 2 m ih 
would have been excuſable in disbelieving him. It is = J 
then, that miracles performed are a ſufficient evidence, whe . 
we have no contrary argument from doctrines delivered, a 45 
that they ought, in this caſe, to be relied upon with alfurand . 
and ſatisfaction. | 


(a) John xv. 24. ls) | 
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Ir was from our Lord's miracles that Nicodemus conclud- 
el the divinity of his doctrine, Scimus quia a Des veniſti, 
mapiſler ; nemo enim poteſt hæc ſigna facere que tu facit, 
10 Deus {uerit cum e (a). He did not judge of the mi- 
racles by the doctrine; but of the doctrine by the mira- 
cles. | 

Ir therefore a doctrine ſhould even be ſuſpicious, (as 
that of our LoRD might poſſibly be to Nicodemus, becauſe 
it ſeemed to deſtroy the traditions of the Phariſees) yet, it 
there are plain and undeniable miracles on the ſame fide, 
the authority of a miracle ought to over-balance any diffi- 
culiy that can ariſe from a doctrine. The reaſon of which 
is ſounded upon this immovable principle, that Gop can- 
not lead mon into error. | 

THERE ſeems to be a reciprocal right, (if we may fo 
ſak) between Gep and man. Come now and let us resſon 
tvether, tays GOD by {/aiah (6): and again by the fame 
prophet, Hat could I have done more to my vine yard, that 
l have not done to it (c) ? 

Con has this right with regard to men, that they ſhould 
embrace tie religion which he is pleaſed to ſend them. 
and men, by the divine favour, ſeem to have this right 
ia reſpect of Gop, that he ſhould not lead them into error. 

BUT, now, they would unavoidably be led into error, if 
a norker of miracles ſhould publiſh a falſe doctrine ; un. 
els either the doctrine itſelf viſibly appeared to be falſe, 
a unleſs 2 worker of much greater miracles had given them 
m expreſs caution againſt theſe which ſhould follow. 

LET us put the caſe of a diviſion in the church ; and 
let us ſuppoſe the Arians (who pretend to build upon 
me authority of ſcripture no leſs than the Catholics) to 
uave performed miracles, and the Catholics none: here 
men muſt have lain under a neceſſity of being deceived. 
for as a man, who ſhall pretend to reveal to us the myſte- 
furan - ao W 2.5 

"ate teſtimory ; fo a man, who, to juſtify his divine com- 
n, ſhall raiſe the dead, forctel future events, remove 
L Mmounm:3ins 

ſs} ſohm iii. 2, (6b) Iſai. i. 18. (Cc) Ib. v. 4. 


"es of Cop, is not worthy to be credited on his own pri- 
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mountains, or expel diſeaſes by human means incur; a 
mcrits ſuch a credit as cannot, without the guilt of impicty ho 
be denied him, provided that he be not convicted of fi 7, 
hood, by fome other perſon who ſhall performs fill orenter 7 , 
miracles. | 5 

Bor is not Gop ſaid to tempt and prove us? and ml. . 


| ; L k 2021; 
he not tempt us by miracles wrought in the defence of g. kn 
tor? N the | 

I anſwer; to tempt, and to lead into error, are y 1 U 


different things. The former is conſiſtent with the diving T 
perfections ; the latter not. To tempt is only to prefmf 
the occaſion ; which impoſes no neceſſity on our belid derſo 
To lead into error, is to put a man under a neceſſity a ant 
embracing that which is falſe. This is what Goh canrd 


do; and yet what muſt be done by him, ſhould he, whit Ja 
the queition of Doctrine remains obſcure, lend à Mira rerlc 
to ſtrengthen the wrong ſide. of 
HENCE we may conclude it to be impoſſible, that a per picior 
fon who conceals the falſe part of his doctrine, and publile 0 
that only which is true, pretending an exact conformity cn hi; 
Gop and the church, ſhould work a miracle, in order ders 
the paſſing his erroneous opinions, inſenſibly, upon beit 
world. And more impoſſible it is, that Gop, who knowl: de. 
the heart, ſhould vouchſaſe the power of miracles to (uch aiWhrrt. 
deceiver. gently 
* THERE's a Wide diſtance between the not being f u. 
. our Loxp FESUS CHRIST, and the pretending to be ag co 
Soine perſons of the former character may poſſibly be per the le 
mitted to work miracles ; but none of the latter. BecauWconric 
*tis plain of %%, that they work them againſt the truth ber « 
but not of theſe : and conſequently the miracles of . * © 
former are more clearly diſcerned, and more «alily cooper or: 
demned. be Int 
MiracLEs therefore are a ſtanding teſt of all thut ni: 
which admit of doubt, between Pagans and Jews, Jews u Bur, 
Chrifians, Heretics and Catholics ; between the three cO7ES! 
les; between the accuſer and the accuſed, e 4 


Tu 
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Tris is what has been ſeen and exemplified in all the 
combats of the champions of truth againſt thoſe of error: 


e 2g2inft Cain; of Maſes againſt the Magicians ; of 
ter BY F/, a gainſt the falſe Prophets; of our LORD againſt the 


Phyrilees ; of St. Paul againſt Bar-zeſus ; of the Apoltles 
wainit the Exorcilts ; of Chriſtians againſt Infidels ; of Ca- 
tholics againſt Heretics. And this is what ſhall be ſeen in 
the final contention of Elia; and Enoch againſt Antichriſt, 
I the trial by miracle, truth will always prevail. 

To conclude ; through the whole proceſs of the cauſe 
of Gop and of the true religion, no one miracle has been 


lic BR performed! on the fide of error, but what has been vaſtly o- 
erde hanced by much greater miracles on the fide of truth. 
nodt Wirkerore this rule evinceth the obligation which the 
bie 


Jews had to believe in FESUS CHRIST. Our LORD's 
jeron was indeed ſuſpected by them: but then the pow- 
e of his miracles was infinitely more apparent than the ſuſ- 
picions 2gainlt his perſon. 

* Ix the hiftory of our LORD, when many believed 
a him, having ſeen the miracles which he did, we find o- 
thers disbe licving him on account of the prophecies which 
| eWſoccified er 5/2hem as the birth-place of the Meſias : wheres 
nv Dey ſuppoſed our LORD to have been born in Naza- 
th, But here they ought to have inquired more dili- 
gently, whether he who performed theſe mighty works 
ess not, indeed, born in Bethlehem. For, his miracles be- 
be Win: convict: ve, this pretended oppoſition of his doctrine to 
the {criptures, and this obſcurity as to his original, might 
eco Contribute to their blindneſs, but cannot be alledged in 
| Kar excuſe, 

{ 108 * O72 LORD by curing him that was born blind, and 
performing other miracles on the Sabbath day, ſtrengthened 
de [nf2tuation of the Phariſees, who pretended to judge of 
Us miracle by his doctrine. 

| Bot, by the rule which obligeth us to the belief of 
S CHRIST, by the fame we are obliged not to be- 


de Antichri /t, 
L 2 JESUS 
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FESUS CHRIST ſpake neither againſt N ny ;. Wl 1: 


> ö ch ar on 
foretold both in the Old and New Teſtament, (hal bk S 
openly againſt Gov, and againſt JESUS CHRIST — 


will never permit thoſe who are even ſecretly his enema i v 


* /HOSES propheſied of F5SUS CHRIST and con WY {= 
manced that he ihould be heard and obeyed. JESUS ts 
CHRIST bas propheſied of Antichriſt ; and forbid, with = 
to follow or repard him. auth 

Tu miracles of FESUS CHRIST were not fred i 
by Antichriſt; but the miracles of Antichriſt are fora! g 
by JESUS CHRIST. Wherefore, if FESUS Ci ©: 
had not been the Meſſſas, he had, properly, le men inal 
error; into which no man can with reaſon be led ms He 
miracles of Antichriſt. And hence the miracles of the 50 c 
ter cannot, in the leaſt, prejudice the miracles of the Hg 
mer: as none will fay that our LORD, when he wand of; 
us againſt thoſe of Antichriſt, did conceive that he ſho” 4 

hereby impair the authority of his own, er 

* WE can have no poſſible reaſon to believe in HD 
chriſt, which we have not to believe in JESUS : but s alm 
have infinite reaſons to believe in ZESUS, which ve cali” * © 
not pollibly have to believe in Antichriſt. Wound, 

* As miracles were the inſtruments of founding and: _ th 
ſtabliſhing the Church, { ſhall they be the inſtrument t 2 
preſerving it to the coming of Antichriſſ, and tlic confur 1 
mation of all things. ters b. 

WHEREFGRE Gop, to ſecure this evidence to his G oe 
has either confounded all falſe miracles, or has foreta Not lag 
them, as ſuch ; and, as well by one means as the oc 
has not only raiſed himſelf above that which is ſuper ami 
in reſpect of us, but in ſome ſort has raiſed us up above i © 
too. ett m 

Fox miracles are of ſo prodigious a force and inι¹ẽl e 
that notwithſtanding all the conviction which we have e 
the divine exiſtence and perfeQions, it is ſtill n-ceffary c 
God ſhould warn us not to credit them, when they m4 2 

304 v/ XL 
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wanſt himſelf ; without which caution, they might be 
able to erplex and miſle ad us. 

80 ho he ſeveral paſſages in the xiii. of Deuteronomy, 
mrohibiting all belief or attention to thoſe who ſhould 
work miracles in order to pervert men from the worſhip of 
the true Cop; as alſo that caution in St. Mark (i), There 
ball zriſe falſe Chriſts and falſe prophets, who ſhall de many 
wtalle ſigns, ſo es to ſeduce, if poſſivle, the very elect; with 
y ents! of the like N are ſo far from lefſening the 
authority of true miracles, that they are the higheſt con- 
ation of their ſorce and efficacy. 

* Tux ground of disbelieving true miracſes is the want 
o charity : Ne believe not, (favs our LORD to the Fews) 
keceuſe ye are nat of my ſheep (). The ground of believ- 
ug falſe miracles is the want of. the ſame charity. Es 
101 charitatem veritatis non receperunt, ut ſalvi fierent, idea, 
pitter v Deus operationem erroris, ut credant mendacio (c). 
* Wxex I am confdering what may be the reaſon that 
ren afford credit to ſo many cheats in phyſie, and even put 
their lives into their hands, it appears to me to be no other 
than this, that there are ſuch things in the world as true and 
al medicines ; becauſe otherways tuould be impoſſible 
that theſe which are falſe and feigned ſhould fo much a- 
bound, or be ſo much cepended on. For were there no 
ſich things, and were all diſtempers indeed incurable, er- 
ther no perſon would, be ſo extravagant as to think himſelf 
naiter of theſe remedies, or, much leſs would ſo many o- 
thers be de luded by his pretenſions. As if a man ſhould 
pive out tat he has an infallible antidote againſt dying, "tis 
hot likely his Pradtice ſhuuld grow conſiderable ti he could 
duce v ilible inſtance of its ſucceſs. But in as much as 


nc is <citainly a great number of remedies which: have: 
ove en proved by the knowledge and experience of the. 


ett men, this gives a ply to human belief; and be- 


pat cular etlcéts. che multitude being unable to diſtinguiſh 
Wich Ty 1 Ic C ak uculat cs Ale true, ſwallows them all 

L 3 in 
e xu. 22. (5) ſohn. % 26. (c) 2. The. U. 296. 


Wie the thing cannot be denied in general, on account. of 
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in groſs. As the reaſon why men aſcribe © many Gl 
effects to the moon, is becavfe ſhe has indeed . 
fluences, as in the ebbing and flowing of the ſea. 

Ix the ſame manner, and with the like evidence, I co, 
clude that there could never have been ſo many pretencz 
miracles, revelations, lots, c. but on accor: t of other 
which were real; nor ſo many falſe religions, but ul! 
gard to one which is the true. For were there nothing 
this whole matter, it had been impoſſible for tome to ha 
entertained {ach conceits, and more impoſſi! dle for od 
to credit what theſe ſhould have conceived. Bt te eek 
there had been very ſignal evente of the like nature, 
were undoubtedly genuine, and acknonledged 48 bach 
the wiſeſt and greateſt amongſt men, it. was this — | 
on which rendered the whole world ſo capable of ach 
ting thoſe that were ſpurious. And therefore infte 
arguing from the falle miracles againſt the tru-, we oy 
on the contrary, to infer theſe from thoſe ; and to alu 
ourſelves that forgery and falſhood are the ſhadows wi 
have ever followed truth and reality. And a this & 
pends upon one natural principle, that the foul of mn: 
having been once brought to ſuch a tendency and inc 
tion by that which is Huſt and ſolid, becomes ever u 
ſuſceptible of what is ſpecious and counterfeit. 

* WE are commanded to hear the church, but-19 
hearken to miracles ; becauſe the latter action is natur 
and therefore wanted not an additional precept, which t 
' former, being more arbitrary, ſeemed to require. nd ma 

* THERE are ſo very few to whom Gop mei, hintere 
_ by theſe amazing ſtrokes of his power, Hat men ſuch : 

n the higheft manner obliged to make uſe of extra: 
A occaſions. For the reaſon why he is phat J thos! 
come out of the awful retirements of his natur- 5 0 
that he may increafe our faith, and may engage us '0 
him {i} with the more ardour, as we know him wit 
mere: cer nty. 

* SHOULD GoD continually reveal himfelt te men N. 
fhic viicoveries, faith would ceaſe to de d 9irtu; 


* 
that 


* 
* 
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fould he aſſord them no ſuch diſcoveries, it would almoſt 
10 to le. And therefore we find that, as, for the moſt 
rt. he duells in ſecret, ſo he diſcloſes bimſelf on ſome 
ire occations, when he would more ſtrictly engage men in 
„ec. 4 his wonderful myſtery, impenetrable to any 
= eve, unter which Cop is pleas'd to ſhade his glories, 
v excite us o powerfully to a love of ſolitude and ſilence, 
er tetitetem from the view of the world. Before the 
, adi op remain'd hidden in the receſſes of his Divi- 
and after it he became, in ſome reſpects, more hid- 
en, by putting on the vail of our humanity. It had been 
allet 10 hb known him while inviſible, than when he 
mnvers'd ir; a viſible ſhape. And at length, deſigning to 
ccompliſh the promiſe which he made to bis apoſtles, of 
aiogung «ith the church till his ſecond coming, he choſe 
concealment more ſtrange and obſcure than either of the 
umer, under the ſpecies of the Euchari/t. Tis this ſacra- 
ou winch St. John, in his Aboc al Pſe. calls the hidden 
[zme, and to which Jſaiah perhaps alluded when he cried 
it, by his prophetic ſpirit, Verily thou art a GOD that 
ef ele. T his is the laſt my ſterious covering which 
E vill ume. The vail of the divine eſſence has been pe- 
rated by many heathens and infidels, of whom St. Paul 
efifies, that they were led into the knowledge of the in- 
ith: Gon, by the contemplation of viſible nature. Man 
ererical Chri/ian; have known him through the robe of his 
umnanity, and have worſhip'd JESUS CHRIST, as Gop 
a man. But, for us, we ought eſpecially to eſteem our- 
Ives happy in that it has plcas'd Gop to enlighten us to 
ch a gcc, as to be able to diſcern him under the ſpe- 
is of cad and wine. 
We may add to theſe conſiderations the ſecret of Gop's 


ef] » 
"my * 


* 
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re are two entite lenſes, a literal, and a myſtical, the 


eu, reins in the former, never ſo much as think that 
; ober, ror apply themſelves to fearch atter it. In 
1 by WP: a ner wicked and impious perions, bebulving 
„ny of natural cffects, reſerr'd them to nature only, 


fal w th- 


lol ue as conce''d in the ſcriptures. For, whereas 
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without confeſſing the Author of both. So likeways the Je, 
obſerving only the human nature in Chriſt, did not ſeek fu 
nothei. We thought not that it was he; ſays ljaich, in 
their name. There is nothing in the world but what co. 
vers and contains ſome myſtery. The whole creation i 
but the vail of the Creator. Chriſtians ought, in every ap 
pearance, to ſee and acknowledge him. Temporal afi6; 
ons overſhadow thole eternal goods to which they lead 
Temporal enjoyments cover and diſguiſe thoſe cteinal 
evils which they procure. Let us pray Gop, that he wont , 
grant us the power of knowing him in all things: :nd lx 


us render him infinite thanks, that being, in every oljed, - 
hidden from ſo many others, he ſhould vouch ſa fe under ere 
ry object, and by every method to diſcloſe himſelf io 4 f (4 
XX VIII. ICS , 
Ie of thi 

Chriſtian T houghts, 


TBERTINES and ungodly men who devote themf{civsM..!; 
blindly to their own paſſions, without either bros | 


ing Gop, or giving themſelves the trouble to ſearcls A ' 
him, do yet verify by this their conduct one of thoſe ſous Ty 
dations of our faith, which they particularly oppoſe, n a0. 
the preſent ſtate of human nature is a ſtate of corruption a 
Again, the Fews, who with ſo obſtinate a ſpirit refilt wr). / 
evidences of Chriſtianity, confirm in like manner the cer b. 
great foundation of our faith,, which they principal « S. 
deavour to deſtroy, that FESUS CHRIST is tl i trac 
Meſſius, that he came 10 redeem mankind, and to retrieis lies, 

us from the miſery and cori uption into which we were en! 
len. And this, as well by the eſtate to which we ſec then * ( 
at preſent reduced, and which was foretold in t own pole in 1 
phecies, as by theſe prophecies themſelves, Which zeil be 
in the ir hands, and which with the umme caution te ebe one 
ſerve inviolable, as containing the proper marks an chat $3 
ter of their Mefias. Thus may the chu cvidan et * HR 1 
of the corruption of human nature, and of the 1. "en ve;! 
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by JESUS CHRIST, which are the two leading articles 
«hzbliſhed by the Chriſtian faith, be drawn from the liber- 
nes who caſt off the care of all religion; and from the 
Jews who are irreconcilable enemies to the true. 

Tax dignity of man, under his primitive innocence, 
' 7- Won filled in governing and uſing the creatures; but, under 
my preſent corruption, it conſiſts in retiring ?rom them, or 
at n ſubwitting to them, and to his own neceſſities and infir- 
cs. 

l * THERE are a great number of truths in faith, and in 
oral, which have an appearance of utter repugnancy ; 


ve, Wd which nevertheleſs, in a wonderful order, do all hap- 
my couſiſt and conſpire with each other. 
of Tus zround of all hereſy is the denial of ſome of theſe 


truths : and the ſource of all the objections made by here- 
tics againſt the catholic church is the ignorance of {ome 
of theſe truths, which Che conſtantly maintains, 
i happens for the moſt part that heretical men, not be- 
In; able to conceive the union and harmony of two ſeem- 
cage oppoſite truths, and ſuppoſing the admiſſion of the 
route impli-s the excluſion of the other, the one they embrace, 
and the other, by the ſame principle, they reject. 

Tar Neſtorians ſuppoſed two perſons in FESUS CHRIST 
n account of his two natures ; and the Eutychians, on the 
contrary, but one nature, on account of his ſingle perſon. 
be Cat holies preſerve the right judgment, by joining toge- 
her botl: traths, of the two natures, and of the one perſon. 
So that the ſhorteſt way to prevent hereſies, is expreſsly 
0 teach all truths : and the ſureſt method of confuting he- 
cles, is to ſhew in what they conſiſt, and upon what mit- 
Ken hy potheſis they proceed. 

* GRacz and nature will ever maintain their contenti - 
n in the world, There will be always Pelag1ons, and there 
ill be always Cathalics : becauſe the firſt birth conſtitutes 
be one, and the ſecond birth the other. 

* It is the Church which together with JESUS 
44 A to whom ſhe is inſeparably united, merits the 
en wcnn of all thoſe who are in error. And thoſe, at 

length, 
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ent from the novelties of the world; becauſe the latter, hon 
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length, approve themſelves the trueſt converts, who laboy WR 7: 
for the lalety of their mother, from whom they fir{t derive) WW 
their own. inſt 

Tus body can no more live without the head, wy I'M 
the head without the body. He that ſeparates from the one Writ 


or the other, is no longer of the body, nor a member H hne 
JESUS CHRIST. All virtues, all auſterity, all mn OY 
works, and even martyrdom itſelf, are of no worth ou o p 
the church, and out of communion with the bead of the Me + 
church. | Ms, 

* TH1s ſhall be one amongſt the horrors and conſufcns 5 


of the wicked in another life, to ſee themſclves condenns oi 
by their own reaſon, by which they pretended to condena ii 
the Chriſtian religion. 

* We ought to judge what is good or evil, by the ll 
of Gop, which is always juſt, and always intallible ; 2 
not by our own will, which is fo bias'd with prejudice, 
and ſo blinded with error. 

* Our LORD in his goſpel has given this amongſt 6 
ther marks of thoſe who ſhould believe in his namic, tht 
they ſhall ſpeak with new tongues. And indeed the reno 
vation of thoughts and deſires naturally cauſeth that of ſpecch, 
Theſe new productions (which cannot be diſpleaſing to Ga 
as the old man cannot poſſibly pleaſe him) are very Citkr 


freſh and fair ſoever, are ſubject to age and decay whett 
as the fermer, (the fruits of the new ſpirit) the longer they 
continue, the more they {till improve in freſhne(s and bear 
ty. Our old man periſheth, (ſays St. Paul) and cur nw 
men is renewed day by day: nor ſhall we be completely ned 
till our renovation in eternity, when we ſhall, without ce. 
ing, ſing David's new ſong, the ſong inſpired by the 1 
ſpirit of charity. | 
* WHEx St, Peter and the other apoſtles conſulted 20 
the aboliſhment of circumciſion, where the point in cet 
Was the acting contrary to the Jaw of Gop, they did x 
refer then ſelves to the prophets, but conſiderec barely th 


gift of the Holy Ghoſt pour'd out on perſens e 
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Ther judged it more certain, that Cop approved of thoſe 


1 whom he 611'd with his ſpirit, than that he required, in all 
iaces, an exact and literal obſervation of the law. They 
„Lese very end of the Law to be no other than the Spi- 


„ and conguded, that ſince men were capable of the 
er without circumciſion, they wanted not the preparati- 
a of the former. 
dss plain laws might be more effectual in regulating 
ee whole Chriſtian community, than all political inſtituti- 
ans, the love of Gop, and of our neighbour. 
ons * Rr116108 has ſomewhat in it which is adapted and pro- 
"nM: ond to geniuſes of every ſize. The generality of men 
em oe no farther than its preſent condition and ſettlement in 
the world, And the nature of Chriſtianity is ſuch, that its 
ec £flabliſhment is an invincible argument of its truth. 
Th: 1carncd and knowing are able to trace it up to the be- 
ice Wiring of the world. The angels ſtil] proceed to a nobler 
ei;ht, and contemplate the original plan in the mind of 
doe dene author. 


oer whom Gor has inſpired with the grace of re- 
tend eon in their hearts and afſections, are moſt entirely con- 
ech nced, and moſt completely bleſt. But as for thoſe who 


ave not yet attained it, we have yo way of recommend- 
ng it to them, but by reaſon and argument; waiting till 


. hon (hall pleaſe to imprint an inward feeling of it on their 
where arts, without which, all faith, as it is only the convicti- 
r they" of the underſtanding, is unprofitable to ſalvation. 

| bei * GOD mighty, to reſerve to himſelf the ſole right of 
vr ing 11s, and to render the difficulties of our own Be- 
ren anintel.,gible to us, has laid the knot fo high, or, to 
u cee more properly, fo low, that we cannot reach to untie 
he nel 50 that it is not by the exerciſe and agitation, but by 


be bare labmiſſion and acquieſcence of our reaſon, that we 


ee ade capable of truly knowing ourſelves, 

deb  L132n71nEs, who make a profeſſion of being wholly 
id c by reaſon, ought certainly to be fortified with the 
ly thc! firength of reaſon. Let us hear, then, what they 


Ine to offer. © Don't you obſerve (lay they) that beaſts 
| « live 
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« live and die like men; and Turks like Chriſtians Have 
“ not the followers of Mahomet their ceremonies, their pro- 
“ phets, their doctors, their ſaints, their religious orders, 
&« as well as we ?” Sc. But is any thing of this contrary 0 
ſcripture ? or, /aith not the Scripture the ſame alſs I you 
are fairly reſolv'd to eaſe yourſelves of all trouble in the 


knowledge of truth, I confeſs here's enough to keep you in ge 
ſuſpenſe and indifference. But if you defire with your whole 
heart to know it, here's by no means enough : you oupht 8701 
to go to the bottom and to inquire, with the greateſt ſtricb e 


neſs, into each particular. The difficulties you alledge might ne 
be ſufficient to unſettle a vain queſtion of philoſophy : by . 
here the ſubject of debate is all your intereſt and happineſs, MI tic 
And yet, after ſome ſlight reflections of this nature, mer te 
are contented to amuſe themſelves, &c. * * * * man 
* WHAT can be more ſhocking, than to feel all our poſ- WF !0 b« 
ſeſſions continually fliding through our hands, and gte 
acquieſce in this wretched poverty, and to entertain no de. WM !v, ! 
fire of ſecuring a more fixt and durable treaſure ? 
* THERE are two contrary ſuppoſitions which ought 0 ber. 
engage us in quite different methods of life : one, that 'rs MI © © 
poſlible for us to abide here for ever: the other, that s,. 
certain we cannot remain here long, and uncertain whether 
we ſhall not be removed hence the next hour. The h Oi! 
of theſe ſuppoſitions belongs manifeſtly to our caſe. lat 6 
* You lye under an indiſpenſable obligation to make gra "ts © 
dual advances in the ſearch of truth. For, if you go out H #3, | 
the world without having paid a due veneration to its Av: 
thor, you are loſt for ever. But (ſay you) had he de. 
« ſign'd that I ſhould pay him this veneration, he would 
„ not have fail'd to leave me ſome undoubted tokens d 
„ his will.“ Why, he has really left them, but you 7 
careleſs of ſecking. them: at leaſt, therefore, be ſo rational 
as to think it worth your pains to ſeek them. 
A Atheiſt ought to offer nothing but What is per 


o 
At 4 
4 


fetly clear and evident. But a man muſt have lot 
his ſenſes, before he can affirm it to be perfectly clear a! 
evident that the ſoul is mortal. I freely diſown the 1c 


N 
[if 
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lty of diving into Copernicus's ſyſtem. But I maintain, that 
concerns us more than our life is worth, to inquire whe- 
" ther the foul is mortal or immortal. 

| can do otherways than admire and embrace a re- 
lain which contains the complete knowledge of ſuch 
troths, as we ſtill know the more ſurely according to the 
greater proportions of our capacity and light. 

A perſon diſcovering the proots of the Chriſtian reli- 
gon is like an heir finding the deeds and evidences of his 
* Shall he officioully condemn them as counterfeit, 
or cat them aſide without examination? 

* [ {ce no greater difficulty that there is in the refurrec- 
tion of the dead, or the conception of the Virgin, than in 
the creation of the world. Is not the re-production of hu- 
ma bo.lies as eaſy as the firſt production? or, ſuppoſing us 
to be ignorant of the natural method of generation, ſhould 
ve think it more ſtrange to fee a child from a woman on- 
Iv, than from a man and a woman ? 

* THERE is a great difference between peace of con- 
ſcierce, and aſſurance of conſcience, The former may 
be obtained by the fincere ſcarch of truth: the latter only 
by trath itſelf, when actually poſſeſſed. 

* THERE are two 1naxims of faith equally fixt and unal- 
terable ; the one, that man in his ſtate of creation, (or, in 
tit of grace) is raiſed above all viſible nature, made like 
unto rn and a partaker ol the Divinity: the other, that 
ina n his ſtate of ir and ſin, is fallen from this 

1 of greatneſs, into a reſemblance with the beaſts. Theſe 
10 F are alike frm and certain. The holy 
Sripture bears a poſitive teſtimony to both. For, in ſome 
paces we read, My delight i; with the fons of men (a): I 
vil tur out my Spirit upon all fieſh | 9): I have/aid ye are 
974 (c), &c. but in others, Ai! fleſh 13 graſs (d). Man ts 
A uts the beats that periſh (e). I feid'i in my heart con- 
ern the eftate f the jons of men, that GOD might na- 
ah 1 the u, and that they themſelnes are bea Y. 
M 3 
_ 37. (6) Joel ii. 28. (c) Pſalm Ixxxii. 6, 
6. (e) Plaim xlix, 12, (/ Ecclel, iii. 18. 
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* To diſengage ourſelves from our native infirmitigs {« han 
always painful, and grievous, We feel not our chain (fas: $& con 
Auſtin) while we voluntarily follow our leader. But whey tot 
we begin to reſiſt, and to draw back, it is then we become ec t 
ſufferers; it is then our chain ſtretcheth itſelf, and endures ed | 
the utmoſt violence. And this chain is our body, which uc 
death alone can. breax. Our LORD obſerved, tha! efure » 
the coming of St. 7% Baptiſt, the kingdom of heaven (u£. be 
fered violence, and the violent took it by force. Before we ts 
are. touched from on high, we have nothing but the weight jad 
of our own concrpiſcence, which naturally bears us down paint 
to the earth, But when God is pleaſed to draw us up to atfec 
wards himſelf, theſe two contrary efforts make that vis. lick 
Jence which we are ſpeaking of, and which Gop alone j; ever 
able to overcome. But we can do all things (in the words tne | 
of an antient Father(a), with him, without whom we can 4 (ppre 

 #:thing. We ſhould therefore prepare ourſelves, with the the e 
greateſt reſolution, to ſuffer this warfare during our life Wor, 
becauſe we are not here permitted to hope for peace. 7E Wer 
SUS CHRIST came to bring, nt peace, but a fuer. unſai 
Yet ought we to acknowledge, that, as the ſcripture lays, fore þ 
the em of men is fooliſhneſs with GOD, {o this war may that | 
be termed a peace with Gop, how uneaſy foever it may on to 
ſeem to men; and of ſuch a peace may our LORD e dy 
ſtiled the author and prince. Yet the perſection of tl: 0! Gy 
peace cannot be attained 'till the deſtruction and diffoluti power 
on of the body. And 'tis hence that we may be allowe: & 
to wiſh for death: yet ſo as courageouſly to ſuſtain and Hr Proto 
fer liſe, for the love of him, who ſuffered both life and priev: 
death on out behalf, and u, in the apoſtle's phraſe, i 4! and | 
to do for us abundantly above what we can ask or thin! | bntif 

* We ſhould ſtrive to bring ourſelves to ſuch a 'cinper 6 the 
as not to be troubled at any occurrence, but to take every MW Pull 
event for the beſt, I apprehend this to be a necetlzry de If as: 
ty, and the neglect of it to be properly a ſin. For the tes. 
{fon why we term any thing ſinful is taken from its cpu; * t 

nancy 9210N 
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nancy to the will of Gop. If then, the very eſſence of fin 
confiits in cheriſhing a will, which we know to be contrary 
to that of Gop, it ſeems clear to me, that when he is pleat- 
ed to dilcover his will to us by events, we are juſtly reput- 
el ſinners, if we conform not ourſelves by a ready compli- 
2ce and ſubmiſſion, , 

nx truth is deſerted and perſecuted, this ſeems to 
be ie thine that the ſervice which we yield to Gop in 
ts detence is peculiarly acceptable. He permits us to 
ſulge of grace by the compariſons of nature. And, as a 
prince dethroned by his own ſubjects, retains a molt tender 
affection for thoſe who continue faithful to him in the pub- 
lick revolt ; fo we may preſume to conceive, that Goo Will 
erer regard thoſe with a peculiar goodneſs, who maintain 
tne purity of religion, when it is, on all ſides, attzc'ed or 
ied. But here's the difference between the kings of 
the eaith, and the King of Kings ; that the princes of this 
world do not make their ſubjects loyal, but find them ſo: 
Facere:s Gob never finds men otherways than diſloyal and 
unſaithſul, without the ſuccours of his grace, and is there- 
fore hirnſelf the author of all their conſtancy aud truth. So 
fat while temporal monarchs are wont to own an obligati- 
n to thoſe who perſiſt reſolutely in their allegiance and 
day; theſe on the contrary, who perſevere in the ſervice 
0: Gov,are under infinite obligations to him, for the very 

payer of their perſeverance. 
dor the moſt rigorous auſterities of body, nor the moſl 
provound exerciſes of mind, are able to ſuppott the pains and 
ne vances of both; but only the good affeKions of the heart 
ind fpirit. For, in ſhort, the two great inſtruments of 
Lnctification are painsand pleaſures. St. Paul informs us, that 
gase who will live godly in the Lord JESUS CHRIST, 
malt infer perſecution. Now this ought to comfort as ma- 
by as tee] theſe diſquiets, and encounter theſe difficulties in 
e courſe of holy living: becauſe being aſſured, that the 
path to heaven, which they ſeek, is full of them, they have 
talon to rejoice at their fiading ſo many marks of the true 
y. do that theſe pains are not without their pleaſures, 
M 2 by 
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by which alone they can be balanced or countervailed. 
For as thoſe who forſake Gop to return to the world, do it 
becauſe they find more complacency in earthly del gts 
than in the ſatisfaction of being united to the Div ne Na. 
ture; and becauſe this fatal charm drawing them after it 25 
Its captives, obliges them to relinquiſh their firſt love, and 
renders them, as Tertullian ſpeaks, the penitents of the De. 
vil; in like manner, there would be none found who hond 
abandon the enjoyments of the world, to embrace the crol; 
of FESUS CHRIST, did they not feel a more real ſweet: 
neſs, in contempt, in poverty, in nakedneſs, and in the 
ſcorn and rejection of men, than all the delicacies and 
pleaſures of ſin. And therefore, as the ſame Father ob. 
ſerves, we injure the Chriſtian life, if we ſuppoſe it 10 be 3 
life of ſadneſs and ſorrow. Becauſe we never quit cur en now 
gagements to any one pleaſure, without Being invited and bribe] lie 
by a greater. Pray without ceaſing ; (ſays St. Pau“) ine . 
very thing give thanks : rej nice evermore. It is the joy Wi {rib 
of finding Gop which is the ſpring of our forrow for hav. lee. 
ing forſaken him, and of our whole change, in life and c-: en 
tion. He that has found a treaſure in the field (according 
to the parable of our LORD) is fo tranſported as to 7 WM ''it 
and ſell all that he has, and buy that field. Worldly men ght 
have their ſhare of ſorrow ; but then they are utterly ex- WM ind © 


cluded from true joy, that which the world can neither give Wi The! 
nor take away. On the other hand, the faints in heaven i is 
gives 


poſſeſs their joy without ſorrowing. And good men o earti 
partake of the ſame joy, not without a mixture and allay 
of ſorrow, for having followed other joys, and for fear af 
loſing the former in the latter, which inceſſantly (clicite 
and engage their affections. We ſhould therefore wii 


princ f 
reltlets 


unintermitted pains and care endeavour to preſerve tis “ be. 
ſorrow ever freſh and lively in our breaſts, as that aloe . cal 
which can ſecure and moderate our joy; and as oft as e e co, 
find ourſelves carried too far towards the one, to ſway an! Wghi t 
and incline ourſelves towards the other, that we mi) even 


maintain the balance, and keep ourſelves upright. 1! is a: 


greeable to the advice of ſcripture, that we ſhould > 
member 


Ly 
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member our re joicings in the days of affliction, and our af- 
lictions in the days of reſoicing, till the promiſe which 
dur LOXD has given us of making his joy perfect in us 
de happily accompliſhed. In the mean while let us not 
Gr ourlelves to be ſwallowed up of over much ſorrow, 
nor imagine that piety conſiſts in bitterneſs without conſo- 
lation. True piety, which receives not its completion but 
in heaven, is yet fo full of ſatisfaction and delight, as to 
pump in its beginning, its progreſs, and its crown. It is 

alt fo reſplendent, as to dart ſome rays of brightneſs 
hrough its whole compaſs and ſphere. If, in its riſe eſpe - 
cally, it be ſhaded with ſome intermixture of grief, this 
procee!s from the perſons, not from the virtue, and muſt 
te lool a on, not as the fuſt-fruits of that piety which is 
now forming in us, but as the reliques of that impiety 
nich is not yet deſtroyed. Could we root out the impie- 
u, the joy would flourith and thrive. Let us therefore a- 
ſribe the origin of our ſadneſs not to religion, but to our- 
ſlves; and let us ſeek our comfort in our own correcti- 
on. 
ner is paſt ought to give us no uneaſineſs, except 
that of repentance for our faults. And what is to come 
ought much leſs to affect us; becauſe, with regard to us 
1nd our concerns, it is not and perhaps will never be. 
The preſent is the only time which is properly ours; and 
lis we ought to uſe in conformity to the will of him that 
gives it. Here therefore our thoughts and ſtudies ſhould 
piacipaily be engaged. Yet the world is generally of ſo 
elilels 2 diſpoſition, that men ſcarce ever fix upon the pre- 
lent, nor think of the minutes which they are now living, 
but of thoſe which they are to live. Thus we are always 
the viſpoſition of life, but never in the act. Our LORD 
425 cautioned us, that our forecaſt ſhould not extend beyond 
ne compaſs of a day. Theſe ore the limits which we 
071 tv obſerve, as for the fake of our ſpiritual welfare, 
© even tor that of our natural quiet and repoſe. 
Tu reformation of ourſelves is often more effectual- 


0 wilted by the fight of evil, than by th? exa ple of 
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good. The art of profiting by evil muſt be of adminble 
uſe, becauſe the occaſions of it are fo frequent and nume. 
rous : whereas the ſubjects of virtuous imitation are ſo fey 
in number, and do ſo rarely occur. 

* Ix the thirteenth chapter of St. Mark, our LON 
diſcourſes at large to his diſciples about his ſecond coming, 
And, as whatever happens to the church, happens likeways 
in ſome manner and proportion to every Chriſtian, (© is i; 
certain, that this whole chapter deſcribes as well the fate 
of each regenerated perſon, and the deſtruction of the ol: 
man in him, as the ſtate of the univerſe which ſhall be de. 


| ſtroyed to give way to the new heavens and new earth 


according to the word of {cripture. The prediction con- 
cerning the ruin of the temple when forſaken by Goy, 
(which is the figure of the rejected and reprobate body of 
lin, dwelling in every one of us) and the expreſſion of 1 
leaving one ſtone upon another, teach us, that we ought ty 
leave no affection of the old man unmortified or unremovcd 
And thoſe wars and tumults, thoſe contentions, civil and 
domeſtic, are ſo lively a repreſentation of the inward 
troubles which men feel at their converſion, that no colours 
could have painted them to more advantage. 

Tu Holy Spirit reſides inviſibly in the remains of 
thoſe who are departed in the grace of Gop, till he ſhall 
appear viſibly in them at the reſurrection. And *tis hence 
that the reliques of the ſaints bzxcome worthy of regard: 
for Gop will never leave or forſake thoſe that are truly hr, 
not even in the grave; where their bodies, which are deal 
to the eyes of men, o now more properly live in the fight 
of Cop; being delivered from that {fin which ever dwelt in 
them during this life as to the root, though not ever 2s 
to the fruits and effects. And this root of bitternels which 
is inſeparable from their bodies before their deccaſe, makes 
thoſe bodies ſo long incapable of honour; as being til then 


tirely ſuppreſs that unhappy root; and is, upon this conb- 


deration, to be choſen rather than life. 
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Ar the final judgment, the elect ſhall be ignorant of 
their own virtues, and the reprobate of their own crimes. 
Both hall join in that part of the anſwer, L RD, When 
law we thee an hungred ? &c. 

* ZESUS CHRIST refuſed the teſtimony not only of 
evil tvirits, but even of ſuch men as had not a lau ful call- 
n2 aud expreſs commiſſion for that purpoſe ; being ſatiſ- 
fc. 1th the witneſs of Gop and of St. ohn Baptiſt. 

ex I have been going to ſet down my thought it 
his {-:nctimes eſcaped me in the very writing. But this 
Accident reminding me of my weakneſs, which J am conti- 
aually inclined to forget, is a leſſon as inſtructive to me as 
the loſt thought could have proved; becauſe the whole aim 
of my ſtudy is to diſcover my feebleneis, and vanity, and 
nothing. 

* MONTAICN is a writer moſt groſsly faulty. He 
abounds in lewd and indecent expreſhons. Let this paſs 
fr nothing. But then his thoughts on ſelf-murder and on 
feath, are ſuch as we cannot read without horror. He in- 
(1.1ates an idle indifference as to the affair of our falvation, 
without care of repentance, and yet without fear of dan- 
ger. Indeed his work not being compoſed on a defign pure- 
religious, he was not obliged to give men expreſs admo- 
nitions to piety ; but he was indiſpenſably obliged not to 
courage them from it. Were we able to apologize for 
bis hertine thoughts on all other ſubjects, yet twould be 
mpotl;ble to alledge any fort of excuſe for his pagan reflec» 
ons upon death. For a man mult have utterly abandon- 
e all goodnels, if he defire not at leaſt to die like a Chriſ- 
tan; and yet a death of indolence and inconſideration is 
the wiſh that runs through Montaign's whole performance. 

Ina which deceives us in our compariſons between 
the examples of the antient church, and the practice of the 
modern, is, that we are wont, for the moſt part, to conſi- 
der Athanaſius, Tereſa, and other holy perſons, as they are 
non crown*'d with glory. At preſent indeed, when time 
las clear'd up the event, their condition is ſuch as we de- 
ide it in our mind. But when that great faint was perſe« 
cuted, 
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good. The art of profiting by evil muſt be of admirihje | 


uſe,” becauſe the occaſions of it are fo frequent and nyme. 0 
rous: whereas the ſubjects of virtuous imitation are ſo fe; B 
in number, and do fo rarely occur. 6 
* Ix the thirteenth chapter of St. Mark, our LORD | 
diſcourſes at large to his diſciples about his ſecond coming, * 
And, as whatever happens to the church, happens likeways in 
in ſome manner and proportion to every Chriltian, & js i; A 
certain, that this whole chapter deſcribes as well the tate 
of each regenerated perſon, and the deſtruction of the ol: has 
man in him, as the ſtate of the univerſe which ſhall be de- ce 
ſtroyed to give way to the new heavens and new earth, gs 
according to the word of ſcripture. The prediction con- the 
cerning the ruin of the temple when forſaken by Gon, Wl «: 
(which is the figure of the rejected and reprobate body of not! 
lin, dwelling in every one of us) and the expreſſion of 1 5 
leaving one ſtone upin another, teach us, that we ought to 2001 
leave no affection of the old man unmortified or unremove!d r 
And thoſe wars and tumults, thoſe contentions, civil and lat 
domeſtic, are ſo lively a repreſentation of the inward oe 
troubles which men feel at their converhon, that no colours With 
could have painted them to more advantage. 27 
* Tre Holy Spirit reſides inviſibly in the remains of WM te 
thoſe who are departed in the grace of Gop, til] he ſhall iti) 
appear viſibly in them at the reſurrection. And 'tis hence ilco 
that the reliques of the ſaints become worthy of regard : be 
for GoD will never leave or forſake thoſe that are truly pe 
not even in the grave; where their bodies, which are dead tons | 


to the eyes of men, do now more properly live in the fight WW « a0 
of Cop; being delivered from that ſin which ever dwelt in tin ; 
them during this life as to the root, though not ever s the i 
to the fruits and effects. And this root of bitterneſs which 4 - 
is inſeparable from their bodies before their deceale, makes WE the ex 
thoſe bodies ſo long incapable of honour; as being till then 
more worthy of hatred and reproach, Death alone can et: 
tirely ſuppreſs that unhappy root; and is, upon this conb- 
deration, to be choſen rather than life. 
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Ar the final judgment, the elect ſhall be ignorant of 


their own virtues, and the reprobate of their own crimes. 
Both (hall join in that part of the anſwer, LORD, When 


law we thee an hungred ? &c. 


* ZESUS CHRIST refuſed the teſtimony not only of 
evil Hirits, but even of ſuch men as had not a lawfal call- 
52 2:4 expreſs commiſſion for that purpole ; being ſatiſ⸗ 
fcc ith the witneſs of Gon and of St. ohn Baptiſt. 

ue I have been going to ſet down my thought it 
has { :nxctimes eſcaped me in the very writing, But this 
accidont reminding me of my weakneſs, which J am conti- 
aually inclined to forget, is a leſſon as inſtructive to me as 
the loſt thought could have proved ; becauſe the whole aim 
o my ſtudy is to diſcover my feebleneis, and vanity, and 
nothing. 

leis a writer moſt groſsly faulty. He 
aounds in lewd and indecent expreſhons. Let this paſs 
br nothing. But then his thoughts on ſeli- murder and on 
bath, are ſuch as we cannot read without horror. He in- 
u nates an idle indifference as to the affair of our falvation, 
without care of repentance, and yet without fear of dan- 
ger. Indeed his work not being compoſed on a deſign pure- 
religious, he was not obliged to give men expreſs admo- 
ions to piety ; bat he was indiſpenſably obliged not to 
courage them from it. Were we able to apologize for 
his l\hertine thoughts on all other ſubjects, yet 'twould be 
mpotlible to alledge any fort of excuſe for his pagan reflec- 
ions upon. death. For a man mult have utterly abandon- 
e all goodneſs, if he defirc not at leaſt to die like a Chriſ- 
tan: and yet a death of indolence and inconſideration is 
de wiſh that runs through Mortargr's whole performance. 

ar which deceives us in our compariſons between 
the examples of the antient church, and the practice of the 
modern, is, that we are wont, for the moſt part, to conſi- 
Gr Athanaſius, Tere/a, and other holy perſons, as they are 
now crown'd with glory. At preſent indeed, when time 
las clear'd up the event, their condition is ſuch as we de- 
2 . | : 
v2 it in our mind. But when that great faint was perſe- 
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cuted, it was a mere man who bore the name of Athanα 10 
and when that pious virgin pray d, ſhe differ'd not from the . 
religious liſters of her order. Elias was @ man of like 5. 
ſtons as we are, lays St. James; to wean us from that falſe 
idea which prompts us to excuſe ourſelves from the patterns 
of hoty men, as diſproportion'd to our eſtate and degree, 
They were ſaints, (we cry) and not men of our imported 
character and unexalted virtue! 

* Ix dealing with thoſe who have at preſent an avere + 
religion, we ought to begin with ſhewing them, that it Ly 
no means contrary to reaſon: in the next place, we thou! 
convince them that it is great and venerable, and inſpire 
them with reverence towards it: after this, we ſhould Ge. 
ſcribe it as highly charming and lovely, to engage their wihe: 
for its truth: and then we may proceed to demonſtrate, by 
irrefragable proofs, that it is true; we may evince its ant. 
quity and holineſs from its awful majeſty and ſublime ele- 
vation; and laitly, may make it appear to be truly am 
able, in that it promiſeth our only good and happiness. 

* WE lhall ſometimes find one ſingle expreſſion of David 
or of Maſet, (as for inſtance, that of the latter, GOD wil 
circumciſe the fore-skin of your hearts) which ſhall be ſaff. Wn 
cient to ſettle their character, and to manifeſt the fpitit by Wtrgethe 
which they wrote. Suppoſing all their other di ſcourſes i del. 
be ambiguous, and to leave a doubt whether they ſpake by ler. 
the meaſures of philoſophy, or by thoſe of inſpiration, cue * 
word of this kind is ſufficient to determine all the rell. Wing 0 
Here the cloud muſt vaniſh, though all ſhould have ſeemed Neured 
obſcure before. empeſt 


* SHOULD a man happen to err in ſuppoſing the Chriſti- 4 
an religion to be true, he could be no loſer by the miſtake. ¶ence 
But how irrecoverable is Yig loſs, how expreſſible /15 dat ute 
ger, who ſhould err in ſuppoſing it to be falſe ! ec an 
Tu moſt eaſy rules of living with reſpect to the de; 
world, are the moſt difficult with reſpect to Gop ; ani 1v BP" our n. 
vice verſa. The duties of religion are the greateſt pains d. 
2 life which is merely ſecular, and the greateſt pleaſures oi: 'r;: 
a life which is holy and divine. Nothing is fo natura ade conf 
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wreeable whilſt we live in conformity to the world, as to 
be roſſe(s'd of high dignities and ample revenues: nothing 
% laborious and difficult, while we live according to the 
«ill of GoD, as to poſſeſs theſe advantages, without an ir- 
g ar taſte and unwarrantable ſatisfaction. 

Tis Old Teſtament exhibites to us the figures of our 
fore happineſs ; the New preſcribes to us the means of 
taining it. The figures were thoſe of pleaſure and joy; 
ans are thoſe of ſadneſs and repentance. And yet 
cer the former, the Paſchal Lamb was eaten with bitter 
whe, cum amaritudinibus) to teach us that there is no ar- 
ting at true joy, but by holy ſorrow. 

Tur word Galilee happening to be thrown out by the 
fb abble hefore Pilate, in their cry againſt our LORD, 
cccattomed the ſending him to Herod : in which the my- 
ferv of his being judg'd by Fews and Gentiles receiv'd its 
completion. Thus a mere accident, in appearance, pro- 
ered the completion of the prophecy. 

* Two perſons coming from confeſſion, one of them told 
ne that he was full of joy and ſatisfaction ; the other, that 
he was full of trouble and fear. Upon which I remember 
myſelf to have paſs'd this reflection, that theſe two men put 
together would make one good one ; and that each was fo 
k detective, in that be had not the ſentiments of the o- 
ther, 

We could not but feel a very peculiar pleaſure in be- 
Ny tols'd by a tempeſt, while the veſſel was infallibly ſe- 


ere from ſinking. Such a veſſel is the church: ſuch 
empeſts are its perſecutions. 


* As the two great ſources of all fin, are pride, and ne- 
Ngence; ſo Gop has been pleas'd to diſcloſe two of his 
tihutes for their cure, his mercy, and his juſtice. The 
Ince and effect of his juſtice is to abaſe and mortify our 
ide ; and the office and effe of his raercy, is to prevail 
our negligence, and excite us to good works. The good. 
5% COD leadeth to repentence. And, let us repent, (ſay 
de Ninivites) and ſee if he will not have mercy on us. Thus 
r conſideration of the divine mercy is fo far from being 

an 
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an encouragement to ſloth and remiſſneſs, that it is the great. 
eſt ſpur to induſtry and action; and inſtead of ſaying, 1 
our Gop were not a merciful Gop, we ought to bend 
our utmoſt endeavours towards the fulfilling his com- 
mands,” it is rational to fay, © Becauſe we ſerve a Gon 
* of mercy and pity, therefore we ought to labour with all 
our ſtrength to yield him an acceptable ſervice.” 

* THE hiſtory of the church ought emphatically to be 
ſtil'd the hiſtory of truth. 

* ALL that is in the world, is the Juſt of the fie/b, th: 
laſt of the eyes, or the pride of life ; libido ſentiendi, lil. 
do ſciendi, libih dominandi. Miſerable is that accurſed cart! 
which theſe three rivers of fire do not refreſh but burn 
Happy thoſe who remain upon theſe rivers in immovab!e 
fafety, without being overwhelm'd, or carried away with the 
ſtream; not ſtanding ere, but fitting on a ſure and hum: 
ſeat, whence they riſe not till the day ſpring frem on high, 
when, having reſted in peace, they ſtretch forth their han 
to him who will lift them up, and cauſe them to {tans ap- 
right in the porches of the heavenly Jeruſalem, where they 
ſhall be for ever ſecure from the aſſaults of pride! And yet 
are theſe happy ſaints at preſent in tears; not to ſee al 
theſe periſhable things vaniſhing and paſſing away; but a 


0 


the remembrance of their dear country, the Jeru/an 


which is above, after which they ſigh inceſſantly, Shit 
the days of their pilgrimage are prolonged. 

* A miracle, ſays the ſceptic, would confirm my waver 
ing belief. Men talk after this manner about things at? 
diſtance. But thoſe reaſons, which being view'd afar ot, 
ſeem the boundarics of our fight, do yet ceaſe to bound | 
upon our approach. We diſcover ſtill a new ſcene deycnd 
and no proſpect can ſtop the endleſs activity of our pint 
There is no general rule (we cry) without an exception; 
and no truth ſo bright and ſolid, as not to have, in {ome pit, 
the diſadvantage of a flaw. If principles be not abo!utel 
univerſal, we have ſufficient pretence to apply the except 
on to the caſe before us; and by this means we evade i 
the force of conviction. 
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y * CHARITY is no figurative precept. To ſay that FESUS 
asi, who came to take away the figure, and to eſta- 
ein the truth, came to introduce a figurative charity, and 
o remove the true and real, which was before in poſſeſſion, 
5 2 doctrine not to be entertained or endured, 

Tax Heart has its arguments and motives, with which 
the rea/on is not acquainted. We feel this in a thouſand 
ntnz23, It is the heart and not the reaſon, which has 

gperly the perception of Go: GOD, ſenſible to the heart, 
| the moſt compendious deſcription of true and perſect 
th, 
* Ix the time of affliction, the knowledge of external things 
will never comfort us, under the ignorance of morality : 
out the knowledge of morality will always comfort us, un- 
fer the ignorance of external things. 

Tux nature of man is ſo framed that not only by of- 
ich, WH (tt bearing.himſelf call'd a fool, he believes it; but by of- 
an en calling himſelf a fool, he enters into the fame opinion. 
up- WY Every perſon holds an inward and fecret converſation with 
hos bs own breaſt, and ſuch as it highly concerns him well to re- 
4 yet palate, becauſe even in this ſenſe, Evil communications corrupt 
e all 7-7 1417ers, To ſtudy filence, as much as poſſible, and 
n at WO converſe with Gop alone, is the true art of perſuaſion, 
alen [pet of ourſel ves. 


tall 


xhilk * WaEeRE's the diflerence between a ſoldier and a Car- 


an, as to the point of obedience? They are equally 
raven aer 0 duty, and engaged in labours equally painful and 
air. But then the ſoldier all along hopes to be his own 
ar cee, and though he never compaſſes his aim, (becauſe 
nd dne, and even princes, are always flaviſh and depend- 
ey Old} 0 aan he ſtill wiſheth for liberty, and uſeth his whole 
ſpirit waar to attain it, Whereas the Carthuſian, on the 
pon, makes a ſolemn vow never to be at his own dif- 
de paſt A direction. The neceſſity of perpetual ſervitude is 
Gluten both perſons : only, the one ever defires what 
de other has for ever renounced. 
Ouz own will, though it ſhould obtaio its largeſt wiſh, 
ould always Keep us in uneaſineſs. But the very inſtant 
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that we abandon our own will, we grow ealy. We can 
never + ftiviied with it, nor ever diſatisfied without it, | 
* 115 very unjuſt that perſons ſhould build { much MI | 
on zur {arriliarity, though they Jo it with real inclination 
aud delight. "Ve deceive all thote whom we encourage in 
ſuch a dependence, becauſe we are not, at laſt, the per . 
ns they . , and can by no means be able to (ati MI 
their expectations. Do not we ſtand on the brink of the 
grave? and muſt not che object of which they are { much 
enainoured be loſt and buried with us? As it would ng : 
ceaſe to be criminal in us to propagate a falſity, though as 5 
might recommend it with eloquence, and others embrace it 
with pleaſure; ſo are we in the like degree blamable, i 
we labour to charm mens affections, and to draw them 
into an undue confidence and reliance. We ought to can. 


. 2 a 1 pril 
tion perſons, whom we find diſpoſed to credit a fiction, MF /;, 
whatever advantage we might reap by their miſtake, In the fil ... 
ſame manner ought we to warn thoſe who are courting our , 
favour, againſt engaging themſelves in ſo vain a patronage ,... 

. — . F | Care 
and protection, becauſe their whole life ought really , ent 
* 


be ſpent either in ſeeking God, or in ſtudying to pleaſe him, 
* To truſt in forms and ceremonies, is ſuperitition i an. 
but not to comply with them, is pride. " 
® ALL other ſects and religions in the world are let off ...1 
the guidance of mere natural reaſon, Chriſtiens alone ac 51... 
obliged not to take their rules of acting from themſelves 


Ly 
but to gain the knowledge of thoſe which were delivered "my 
by J US CHRIST to his church, to be tranſmitted nac: 
them. There are certain perſons who are agg ieved at tl ;, :. 
reſtraint. They defire to have the liberty of following ther "7 
own imaginations, like the reſt of the world. Tis in aa eg 
that we cry to them, as the prophets to the antient Je be. 
« Enter in to the congregation ; inform yourſelves af q «4 1. 
&* laws of your fathers, and follow their ſteps.” They er 
ready to anſwer us as the fame ewe, Ve will not 95 9 
we will certainly do according to the thoughts of our own Hen bn. 


like the nations round about us. 


* THER 
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* THERE are three means of believing, by inſpiration, 
by reaſon, and by cuſtom. Chriſtianity, which is the only 
rational inſtitution, does yet admit none for its ſons who do 
not believe by inſpiration. Nor. does it injure reaſon or cuſtom, 
xr debar them of their proper force. On the contrary, it di- 
e43 us to open our mind by the proofs of the former, and 
o confirm our mind by the authority of the latter. But then 
t chilly engages us to offer ourſelves, with all humility, 
o the ſuccours of inſpired grace, which alone can produce 
the trac and falutary effect: Ne evacuetur crux Chriſti. 

# A Man never does evil with ſo much complacency, 
{ fall purpoſe and reſolution, as when he does it upon a 


„inen principle of conſcience. 
hem Taz Jews, who were called to ſubdue nations and 
ci, vices, were themſelves the captives and flaves of fin. 


ron, O- tien, whoſe vocation was to be ſervants and ſubjects, 
1 2 ic, in the event, the only freemen; and the only ſons. 

; Ou * SHALL we call it courage in a dying man, that he 
rage (res, under his weakneſs and agony, affront an Omnipo» 
ent aud Eternal Gop ? 

him, I would never diſpute the credit of a hiſtory, after the 
1100 38 11th or had ſealed it with his own blood, 

* THERE is a virtuous fear, which is the effe of faith ; 


elt a wa there is a vitious fear, which is the product of doubt. 
e ne The former leads to hope, as relying on Gop in whom we 
elves 


telieve : the latter inclines to deſpair, as not relying on 
vere Gop in whom we do not believe. Perſons of the one cha- 
08 ner fear to loſe Gop : perſons of the other character fear 
at 1111 do nd him. 
1 * SILOMOIN and Fob judged the beſt and ſpake the 
tuelt of human miſery ; the former the moſt happy, the 
fe, latter the moſt unfortunate of mankind : the one acquaint- 
ed, by long experience, with the vanity of pleaſure; the o- 
ther with the reality of affliction and pain. 
ob does not exact from us that we ſhould blindly 
lubmit our faith to him without all reaſon, nor intends to 
we and contraul us by mere force. Yet he thinks not 
Wmic!f obliged to render us a reaſon of all things. Andto 
N reconcile 
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reconcile theſe ſeeming contrarieties, he is pleaſed clearly to 


diſcover to us the divine marks of his own nature, and to 
procure himſe!f authority by ſuch wonders and evidences 
as we are not able to refiſt : after which he requires that 
we ſhould, in all other caſes, believe, without delay, whats 
ver he propoſes to us as true, when we find no other res. a 
ſon (to reje4 it, but becauſe we are, of ourſelves, unable t. i 
diſcern whether it be true or no. 
Tu whole world may be divided into theſe three . 
ranks and orders of men; thoſe who, having found Gov, Ml .. 
reſign themſelves up to his ſervice ; thoſe who, having not 5 
et found him, do indefatigably ſearch after him; and, lf of 
ly, thoſe who have neither found him, nor are inclined t 2 
ſeek him. The firſt are happy and wiſe : the third are 
unhappy and fools : the ſecond muſt be owned to be wiſe, fl +. 
as they own themſelves to be unhappy. * 
* REasov proceeds ſo flowly, and upon ſo many maxims iff ,.. 
and views, which it muſt always keep preſent befyre it, "ay 
that, every moment, it either ſtumbles or goes aſtray, for _ 
want of ſeeing all things at once. The caſe is quite other W 
wavs with ſenſe. This, as it acts in an inſtant, fo it is a def 
ways prepared for action. When our reaſon therefore hat ben 
brought us acquainted with truth, we ſhould endea vou of... 
imprint our faith on the inward ſenſe of our heart, withou! cp 
which it will be ever wavering and uncertain. "i 


It belongs equally to the perfection of Almighty Gor ben 


that he be infinitely juſt, and infinftely merciful. Yet |; R 
jaſtice and ſeverity towards the wicked is ſtill leſs amazia n 
than his mercy and goodneſs towards the elect. volt 
this | 

XXIX. 5 

5 lover 

Moral Thoughts. (HP 

the h 


and touch each other. The firſt of them is pu fic 


: 4 15 birth. „ ; 
natural gnorancc, ſuch as attends every man at h W 


The otler is the perſection attained by great fouls, ud « 


Ian 
having 


\ . | ] 
K NOWLEDGE has two extremities, which mec Bot! 
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to having run through the circle of all that mankind can 
10 know, find at length that they know nothing, and are con- 
Ces tented to return to that ignorance from which they ſet out. 
hat Ignorance that thus knows itſelf, is a wile and learned ig- 
Ut norance. Thoſe perſons who ly between theſe extremities, 
ea. who have got beyond natural ignorance, but cannot arrive 
% it that ignorance which is the effect of wildom, have a 
tin&ure of ſcience, which ſwells them with vanity and ſuffi- 
ee ciency. Theſe are the men that trouble the world, and 
, WM {hat make the falſeſt judgments of all things in it. The 
act vulgar, and the uuly knowing, compoſe the ordinary train 
% of men. : thoſe of the middle character deſpiſe all, and, in 
- © Wl etorr, are deſpiſed by all. 
— Tux multitude have a profeſſed veneration for perſons of 
viſe, 


vrth and quality. The half-learned as profeſſedly contemn 
wem; alledging, that the advantage of a noble birth is the 


das merit of fortune, and not of the man. The truly learnedreſpect 
bana honour them; not upon the motives of the vulgar, but 
; ſo apon a higher view. Perſons of much zeal and little kuow- 
* ledpe do again deſpiſe them; as judging, not by either of 


theſe confiderations, but by the maxims of religion. But 
üg ven of an advanced and finiſhed piety are ſtill wont to 
teat them with eſteem and reverence, upon a ſuperior prin- 
* and 2 larger degree of illumination. Thus there is a 
cceſion of opinions, for or againſt, according to the dif- 


oy (ent meaſures and proportions of knowledge and light. 
et f Ius foul loves the hand: and the hand, if endued 
ich will and choice, ought to love itſelf in the ſame pro- 


portion in which it is loved, by the foul. All love beyond 
tas ſtandard, would be partial and unjuſt, 

Lui adheret Domino unus ſpiritus eft. A Chriſtian 
ee himfelf as a meinber of that body of which ZESUS 
CHRIST is the head: and he loves FESUS CHRIST as 
tlie head of that body of which he is himſelf a member. 
Bott iheſe motions centre and conſpire in the fame af- 
Kch0n, If the feet or the hands were enducd with a ſe- 
rate will, they could never preſerve their natural order 
ad employment, otherways than by ſubmitting this pri- 

N 2 vate 
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private will to that general and ſuperior will which has the 
government of the whole body. Without ſuch a reſignz. 
tion, they would have a liberty only of confuſion and ruin; 
Whereas in ſerving the good of the body, they molt effectu 
ally conſult their own. 

* CONCUPISCENCE and violence are the ſources of all oy 
actions, merely human. From the former ariſe thoſe which 
are voluntaty ; and thoſe which are involuntary from the 
fatter, | 

* WHENCE comes it to paſs, that we have ſo much pz: 
tience with thoſe who are maimed in body, and ſo litt!: 
with thoſe who are deſective in mind? It is, becauſe the 
cripple acknowledges that we have the uſe of our legs; 
whereas the fool obſtinately maintains that we are the per. 
ſons who halt in underſtanding. Without this difference in 
the caſe, neither object would move our reſentment, but bo- 
our compaſlion. 

EPICTETUS propoſes a queſtion of the like nature: 
why we ſhould not be touched when a man tells us, with- 
out any ground, that we have the head-ach, and yet {hou' 
fiy into a paſſion when we are taxed (perhaps fal(ly) with 
uſing a weak argument, or making a wrong choice. Nov 
the reaſon is certainly this: becauſe we are weil 2fſured 
that we have not the head-ach, (or are not lame ;) but ve 
are by no means fo well aſſured of the rectitude of ow 
jadgment or will. For having, in the latter caſe, no ev 
dence but that we behold the thing before us, with ov 
whole light; when another, with as full a light, fees the d. 
rect contrary, this ſtartles and confounds us: eſpectal; 
when we hear the generality of men exploding our miſtake; 
for then we muſt prefer our own parts to thoſe of ſo man} 
thouſands, who join in the cenſure ; which is a point nat 
to be compaſſed without the utmoſt difficulty and reluctance 
But men can never thus contradict each other in the report 
of their outward ſenſes. 

Tux vulgar have many good notions ; as for inſtance 
that hunting and diverſion are preferable to the ud) © 


101 ue. and 
poetry. This the half: learned expoſe as ridiculous, 2 
tiuaft 
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triumph aver the vulgar, upon the occaſion. Yet in re- 
gard to {ome other notions, as that 'tis neceſſary men ſhould 
te diſtinguiſhed by external circumſtances, as birth, fortune, 
ind the like, the vulgar, and theſe pretenders to learning, 
concur in their cenſure; becauſe this diſtinction, ſor initance, 
though founded upon good reaſon, yet is not founded upon 
reaſons which they are capable of penetrating ; and there- 
fore is condemned as unjuſt, while conſiſtent with the moſt 
perſe&t jultice. 

is a great advantage of quality, that a man at eigh- 
teen, or twenty, ſhall be allowed the fame eſteem and dg- 
ference which another purchaſeth by his merit at fifty. 
Here are thirty years gained at a ſtroke. 

* THERE are a fort of men, who, to demonſtrate the 
great injuſtice of our diſregard, never fail to urge precedents 
of ſuch and ſuch great perſons who prize them after an ex- 
reordinary manner. The anſwer J would give to this ar- 
gument is; Do but produce the merit which gained you the 
eſteem of theſe admirers, and I am ready to add my ſelf to 
the number. 

Ius deſigns which we have moſt at heart are very 
cen groundleſs and impertinent. As for inſtance, our 
concealing the narrownels of our fortune. This policy is a 
mere nothing, which our imagination ſwells to a mountain. 
Another turn of imagination would make us as free to diſco- 
er our circumſtances, as we are now induſtrious to diſguiſe 
LIEN. 

* THeRE are ſome vices which are retainers to us, not 
immediately, but by the intervention of others; and which, 
lac branches, fall, of courſe, upon our removing the trunk. 

* REASON, when tis on the fide of ill- nature, diſplays all 
its force and Compaſs, and gains a luſtre from the pride and 
fercenels of the paſſion. Auſterity of life and manners, 
vaen it bas proved unſucceſsſul in the ſearch of true good, 
ad [ets us looſe again to follow nature, grows violent, up- 
n changing to the extreme, 

Io be capable of receiving pleaſure only from ſport, 
i but a reap pretenſiva to happinefs: becaule all ſatistac- 
N 3 Loy 


TY 

1 

17 

+ 

4 

1 
15 
Ft 
. 
[. 

TH 


| 
1 
| 


150 M. PASCAL's THOUGHTS. 


tion of this kind'is external and foreign, and conſequently | 


dependent; and, therefore, liable to be diſturbed by a thou- 
ſand accidents, which are the ſources of inevitable trouble 

Tux world is full of good maxims : all the fault ye 
in the application. For example, that a man ought to ex- 
poſe his life for the ſake of the publick, is an univerſal aud 
undoubted principle: and, we ſee, all are ready to pradii: 
It in the cauſe of their country; but few in the cauſe of thei; 
religion. 

A man does not paſs in the world to have any know. 
lege of poeſy, or of the mathematics, unleſs he puts on: 
the Sign of a poet, of of a mathematician. But perſon. 
of true ſenſe and judgment are never for poſting up their 


perſections; nor will they allow any difference between th 


trade of a poet and that of an embroiderer. They defre 
not the title of profeſſors ; but will, upon occaſion, diſcn 
er the ability of judges. You muſt not preſume to puck 
at their talent. They are not for leading the diſcourſe, but 
are prepared to fall in with every ſubject of the company 
You can never diſcern in them any one endowment ether 
than another, but by the neceſſity of uſing it: and 'ti 
equally their character, that you would not eſteem them 
fne ſpeakers, while it was improper to play the org tor, 2nd 
yet would allow them all the praiſes of eloquence, when eh 
quence was in ſeaſon. Tis therefore a falſe commendat. 
on to extol a man, at his firſt entrance into company, 
excellent in the art of verſe: and 'tis a bad token, as ve! 
as 2 poor compliment, never to apply to him, but when the 
debate is about ſome certain lines in a poet. We arc mac 
up of wants and love thoſe only who can fill them. 51:6 
an tne is an atmirable mathematician, they cry: but my bu. 
ſine ſs is not to be done by diagrams. Such an one is mu fer 
of the art of war: but I am reſolved to keep the peace wit) 
my neighbours. The man we wiſh for muſt be one d 
general character, of ſound prudence, and fincer? prov! 
ty, who can accommodate himſelf to all our neceſſities, ans 


aſliſt us in every affair of life, 
f * Wills 
i a 
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* WHILE we continge in good health, we can by no 
means apprehend how we ſhould be able to bear the ſeve- 
city of a diſtemper. Yet, when we are ſick, we chearfully 
take whatever is preſcribed, and grow reſolute upon our 
misfortune. We then no longer covet theſe opportunities 
of walking and diverſion, which we enjoyed in health, but 
which are incompatible with the neceſſities of our diſeaſe, 
Nature ever ſupplies us with a new ſet of paſſions and de- 
res, agreeable to our preſent eſtate. It is not our nature, 
therefore, but our vain fear, which troubles us, by joining 
o the condition in which we are the paſſions of that con- 
dition in which we are not. 

* D:scovR3Es of humility afford matter of preſumption 
o the proud, no leſs than of ſubmiſſion to the meek. A 
pematiſt ſhall conclude poſitively from the reaſonings of 
1 ſceptic. Few perſons who talk of any virtue, or quality, 
ac inwardly acquainted and affected with it. We are full 
f lovbling, deceit, and contradiction. We love to wear 
1 Gſpuiſe, even within; and are affraid of being detected 
by ourſelves. 

* 'T1s but a mean character of a man, that he ſays a 
meat many fine things. 

*SELF is mean and ſcandalous : and therefore they 
o take no care to remove it, but content themſelves bare. 
'y with concealing it, are ſtil] the proper objects of our hatred, 
By no means, fay you ; for to carry it, as we do, fairly and o- 
bligiry aly to all the world, can never put us out of mens good 
fefinas. Your reply would be reaſonable, if we hated no- 
fung in Self, beſides the uneaſineſs and diſtaſte which it gives 
vs, But if we hate it, becauſe it is unjuſt, and becauſe it 
preſun.cs to be the centre of all things, we ſhall ever per- 
blt in hating it. Upon the whole matter, Self has two 
very I qualities: it is unjuſt in its own nature, becauſe it 
elires to be ſet up for the univerſal mark and aim; and 
ts incommodious to others. becauſe it deſigns to oppreſs 
in! enſlave them: for Self is a common enemy, and a- 
hires to be abſolute tyrant of the world. You take away 
s inconvenience, (by keeping it private) but not its injul- 
tice; 


b 
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tice : and therefore cannot render it amiable to thoſe whg 
hate it on the latter ſcore. You can only make it agreeable 
to thoſe who are likewiſe unjuſt, in that it does not open. | 
ly oppoſe them: but you will ſtill be no leſs unjuſt, and 
mult be content to have no friends, or favourers, but thoſe 
of your own complexion. | 
I don't admire a man who poſſeſſeth any one virtue n 
its utmoſt perfection, if he does not at the ſame time poſ. | 
ſeſs the oppoſite virtue in an equal degree. This was the | 
accompliſh'd character of Epaminondas, that he had the great. 
eſt valour, in conjunction with the greateſt humanity. To 
appear otherways, is not to riſe, but fall. A man never MW { 
ſhews true greatneſs in being fix'd at one end of the line: WM c 
but he ſhews it to admiration, if he toucheth both extre. WMll 
mities at once, and fills and illuſtrates all between. Pa 
haps the foul may ſtill reſide in a ſingle point, and, by ſuch WF « 
acts, as theſe may ſhoot itſelf, by a ſudden glance, from one . 
boundary to the other. Yet this is enough to demonſtrate 
the agility of the foul, if not its compaſs and reach. Al 
* WERE our condition really happy, we ſhould have no Wl : 
occaſion to divert ourſelves from reflecting on it. 
* WHEN I began my ſtudies, I ſpent a conſiderable time 
in the purſuit of remoter knowledge; and the ſmall num- 
ber of thoſe with whom I would converſe in this way di 
couraged me from proceeding farther. When 1 afterwards 
2pplied myſelf to ſtudy man, I diſcovered that thoſe ab- 
ſtracted {ciences are by no means the proper entertainments 
of his nature, and that I had ſtrayed farther from my prope: 
condition, by ſounding their depths, than others, by remain 
ing ignorant of them, whoſe neglect I could therefore cal! 
ly forgive. I hoped at leaſt to find more companions ub m 
my new inquiry; becauſe this was the proper employment WW bas 
and exerciſe of mankind. But I was again diſappointed; 
and found, on the whole matter, that thoſe few who ſtud d 
geometry are ſtil] more than thoſe who ftudy themſelves. WF cry 
* WHEN all moves equally, nothing ſeems to move: ee 
in a veſſel under fail, When all run by conſent into vice, vices 
et: | 1 8 nale re pr 
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% bone appears to do ſo. He that ſtops firſt views, as from 
le aft point, the extravagance which tranſports the reſt. 
n- | Ir we would reprove with ſucceſs, and effeQually ſhew 
nd Wl :coilicr that he's in the wrong, we ought to obſerve which 
ole ray he looks on the object, (becauſe, that way, tis general- 
och as he apprehends it) and to acknowledge that he 
in MW i: © rin the right. He will be fatisfied with this method, 
ol mating that he was not miſtaken, but only wanted to 
the ire {urveyed the thing on all fides. The former imputa- 
cat- apt to work on our ſhame and reſentment ; but the 
To WM iter gives us no diſturbance. The reaſon of which, poſ- 
ver WM bly, may be, that the underſtanding, as well as the ſenſe, 
ne: em never be deceived in that part of a thing which it ac- 
Ltre- ally has under its view. 
Per- ] * A man's virtue is not to be meaſured by ſome extra- 
ſuch Naodnary efforts and fallies, but by a conſtant ard uniform 
one bes of action. 
trate Jux great ones and the little ones of the world have 


il! the fame accidents, the ſame paſſions and follies. But 


e 10 Wi © the former are at the top of the wheel, fo the latter are 
Nearer its centre, and therefore leſs agitated by the common 
time notion and revolution, 
num * WE are for the moſt part more eaſily perſuaded by 
y Cit i 1e210ns of our own finding out, than by any which owe their 
Ward briginaf to the wit of others. | 
ſe ab- Ivo a man ſhould have no intereſt to ſerve in what 
ments Wl be reports, yet we mult not abſolutely, and in all caſes, 
proper ce hence that he ſpeaks the truth; becauſe there are 
mam ne who lie for lying's fake. 
e eil Iux example of Alexander's continence has not made 
ons b many converts to chaſtity, as that of his drunkenneſs 
ment Wi ks to intemperance. Men apprehend no ſhame in being 
ointed; Eb perfect than he; and judge it very excuſable to be more 


o fru cctet ive, We are apt to think ourſelves much above the 
(cles. Wi coropiuons of the vulgar, when we fall into the vices of 
ye : VB tic great and renowned perſons : not conſidering that their 
to vie vices do really bring them down to the vulgar level. We 
nale ve proud of joining ourſelves to them, by the ſame —_— 
* 


that, which is the only thing they never learnt, 
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Term which joins them to the multitude. How-lofty ſoever a 
their condition may be, there is ſome hold or other about! 


them by which they are linked to the reſt of mankind. They 
don't hang in the air, or ſubſiſt abſolutely ſeparate fron; 


human fociety. If they are above us, *tis becavſe their | 
head is higher; their feet are always as low as ours. They | 


all touch the fame line, and tread the fame ground; an4 in 


this reſpect are not ſuperior to us, nor to children, nor cya | 


to beaſts. 


* *T1s the combat that pleaſeth us, and not the victory. 
We love to fee beaſts fighting ; but not the conqueror feed. | 


ing on the vanquiſhed. The only thing we wiſh, is to be. 
© \ 


hold the iſſue of the day; and when that once appears, we 
are ſatiated with the proſpect. 


Tis thus in our diverſions: and 'tis thus in our reſearch. 
es of knowledge. We are amuſed with the contending opi. | 
nions, but very little gratified with the decifive truth. For | 


truth itſelf ceaſeth to be agreeable, unleſs it ſpring from the 


midſt of contention. The caſe is the ſame with our paſſ- 


ons: the ſtruggle of any two 2mongſt them entertains us 
with delight; but the maſtery of cither turns into ſavage 
neſs. We don't ſeek the things themſelves, (in reſpect of any 
objects whatſoever) but we ſeek the change and variety 
that is to be met with in purſuing them. This reafon if 
covers itſelf on the ſtage : where we alike condemn 2 con- 
nued ſcene of eaſe and ſoftneſs, without terror; of extreme 
miſery, without hope; or, of brutal love, without decency 
and humanity. | 

* We don't teach men to be honeſt, while we teach ther 
all beſides: and yet they pretend to this more than to 
all. Thus they chiefly value themſelves upon knowing 


War a ſenſeleſs projet *twas in Montaigu to give 
ſich a picture of himſelf : and that, not by chance, and 
againſt-his ordinary maxims, (as all men have their failings) 
but upon profeſs'd principles, and with his main intent! 
on! For, to fay fooliſh things through accident, or weakne's 


rs a common misfortune; but to ſay them with full celign, 
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checially thoſe of ſo very groſs a character, is inſupportably 
abſurd. 

Me of irregular fives are wont to boaſt, that they ex. 
«ly follow nature, and that thoſe who walk by rule and 
order are the perſons who really deviate from her: as men 
a (hip fancy thoſe to move who ſtand on the ſhore. Both 
des affirm the very fame of each other: and we muſt be 
o/;ced ar ſome one preciſe point, e're we can judge between 
em. The diſtance of the veſſel from the haven is a clear 
tecifion of the latter controverſy ; but who can ever find 
the like mark to determine the former? 

To lament the caſe of the unfortunate, is by no means 

check upon our natural concupiſcence; which may till 
ian with full power, though it gives us leave to ſhew this 
xprefion of humanity, and to acquire the reputation of pi- 
ty and tenderneſs. Whence we are to infer, that ſuch a re- 
patation can be of no conſiderable value. 

* WoUuLD any have thought, that a man who enjoyed 
the friendſhip of the kings of England and Poland, and the 
queen of Sweden, ſhould at length have wanted a ſafe re- 
treat, a ſhelter and Ahlum in the world. 

* 43 objects have different qualities, ſo has the ſoul dif- 


" WH et tclinations. Nothing preſents itſelf with the ſame 
V 4 1 : ; 

or face to the affections: and the affeQtions apply 
. WHT tim lclves to nothing, after the ſame conſtant manner. 
„ce it comes to paſs, thut the fame thing which excites 
„ ahter may, upon the very next view, provoke our 
. * Wk are of ſo unhappy a frame, that we can take 
ure ir no enjoyment, but upon condition of being as 
Wm pleaſed, if any thing chance to render it leſs ſucceſs- 


ons; as a thouſand accidents may, and do, every hour. 
le tt has found out the fecret of delighting himſelf in good, 


ve Nr 
dee iiturbing himſelf with the fear of the oppoſite evil, 
192 have hit on the point of true happineſs. 


* Tugiy are different claſſcs and orders of men; as the 
Miant, the 'parkiſh, the witty, and the pious; ho ought 
epectively to Keep within their own iphere, and not to 

invade 
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invade that of their neighbours. Yet how often do we find 
them at variance; and ſee the ſoldier and the beau ily 
banging one another for the maſtery? whereas they really 


belong to a different empire. Their fault is, that they don't 


underſtand themſelves, and therefore ſet up for univerſal 
dominion. But nothing can obtain ſuch a dominion : not 
even force itſelf ; which, while it tyrannizeth over external 
actions, has not the leaſt command over the realms of ear. 
ing and wit. 

* FEROX gens nullam eſſe vitam niſi in armis putt! 
Theſe men would have choſen death rather than peace: 
there are others who would chuſe death rather than war. 
Any opinion which has taken ſo deep, and fo natural 
root, gains an eaſy preference to life itſelf. 

* How difficult is it for me, to propoſe any matter 9 
the judgment of another, without corrupting his judgment 
by my manner of propoſing it? J cannot intimate that i: is 
eaſy and agreeable, or that it is difficult and obſcure, but! 
ſhall, very probably, impoſe either a favourable or {inilter 
bias on the conceptions of my friend, I ought to give 1 
ſuch intimation of my own ſentiments. For then he'il pro- 
nounce of the thing as it really is, according as its pteſen 
condition, and thoſe circumſtances, which are not of ny 
adding, ſhall repreſent it. - And yet perhaps my very fene 
in this caſe, may have the ſame ill effect: according tot! 
turn and conſtruction which my friend ſhall be in the hu 
mour to give it; or, according to what he may gather fon 
my air and look, or from the tone of my voice in propofin 
the queſtion. So caſy is it to joſtle reaſon out of its nat 
ral ſeat: or, rather, ſo infirm and tottering a {cat has natur 
given it. 

* Tar Platoniſts, and even the Stoics, while they * 
leved that Gop alone was an object ſo worthy as 0 Jai 
our love, did yet defire themſelves to be beloved and a 
mired by men. They had no manner of ſenſe of ther 13 
tural corruption. Had they been really diſpoſed to the 19 
and adoration of Gop, and felt the moſt raviſhing joy f 
ſo divine an exerciſe, they might fairly have calle: 7 

el 


ſelves 
founc 
to th 
to ef 
whole 
make 
them 

was t. 
ledge 

rere 
id enc 
their « 


wer 0! 
Here”: 
have 
of the 
NO ex 


him, 

his bac 
ve ne: 
fore to 
dec he 
ſupren 


8 


because 
things 
party q 
2 f w 
thoſe © 
nation 
ſame F 


* 20 


immort 
lity, 4 


M. PASCAL's THOUGHTS. 157 


ſelves as good and great as they had pleaſed. But, if they 
ſound their hearts under an utter averſion and repugnancy 
to theie duties; if they had no manner of inclination but 
to eſtahliſn themſelves in the opinion of men; and if their 
whole perfection conſiſted in being able, without force, to 
make others propoſe a happineſs in loving and eſteeming 
them ; ſuch a perfection ought to be abhorred. For this 
was their caſe : they poſſeſſed, in ſome degree, the know- 
edge of Cop, and yet courted only the love of men: they 
were defirous that men ſhould place their hope and con- 
lence in them, and-ſhould make them the ſale objects of 
their choice and delight. 

* How wiſely has it been ordained, to diſtinguiſh men ra- 
ler by the exterior ſhew, than by the interior endowments ! 
Here's another perſon and 1 difputing the way. Who ſhall 
have the preference in this caſe ? Why, the better man 
of the two. But 1 am as good a man as he: fo that, if 
do expedient be found, he muſt beat me, or I muſt beat 
bim. Well; but all this while, he has four footmen at 
his back, and I have but one. This is a viſible advantage: 
ve need only tell noſes, to diſcover it. Tis my part there» 
fore to yield; and 1 am a blockhead if I conteſt the point. 
dee here an eaſy method of peace, the great ſafeguard and 
ſupreme happineſs of this world ! 

Tu puts the ſureſt end to troubles and complaints; 
becau'e the world continually changeth, and perſons and 
things become indifferent. Neither the aggriever, nor the 
party aggrieved, are long in the fame circumſtances.” Tis 
if we ſhould have perſonally affronted and exaſperated 
thoſe of a certain nation, and ſhould be able to viſit that 
nation again two generations hence. We ſhould find the 
ſame French, (for inſtance) but not the fame Men. 

* 'Tis infallibly certain, that the ſool is either mortal ot 
immortal. This ought to make an entire change in mora- 
lty. And yet ſo fatal was the blindneſs of the philoſo- 
Piers, that they framed their whole moral ſyſtem, without 
the lealt dependence on ſuch an inquiry. 
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Tux laſt act of life is always bloody and tragical, 
how pleaſantly ſoever the comedy may have run through all | 
the reſt. A little earth, caſt upon our cold head, for ever 


deterinines our hopes, and our condition. 


XXX. 


Theughts upm Death : being an extract from a leticr «| 


Mr. Paſcal's, occaſioned by the death of his father. 
* HEN we are under affliction and trouble, for the 


death of a perſon who was dear to us, or for any 
misfortune which we are capable of ſuffering, we ought no! 
to {eek our conſolation in ourſelves, or in others, or in auy 
part of the creation, but in Gop alone. 
ſeems to be evident: in as much as no created being is 
the firſt cauſe and mover of thoſe accidents which the 
world calls evil. Since therefore they are all to be rf 
red to GoD as their real Author, and ſovereign Dilpoſer, t. 
viſibly our duty to repair to this original ſource, and to 
expect thence the only methods of folid comfort. If we ob- 
ſerve theſe directions; if we look on the death, for inſtance, 
which we are lamenting, not as the effect of mere chance, 
nor as a fatal neceſſity of nature, nor as the ſport of thoſe 
element and particles which conſtitute our frame, (for Guo 
never abandons his ſervants to fo capricious events) but 2 
the indiſpenſable and inevitable, the moſt holy, and moſt 
juſt effect of a providential decree, now executed in is 
time, if we conſider that whatever has now happened 
was fiom everlaſting preſent to Gop, and pre-ordained by 
his wiſdom ; if, I ſay, by a noble tranſport of Divine grace, 
and abſtractedly from its author, bat out of itfelf, anc in it 
ſupteme author's will, as its true cauſe, with reſpect boch t 
the matter and the manner; we ſhall adore in humble f. 
lence his unſearchable judgments, his impenctrable ſc crets; 
we ſhall reverence the holineſs of his decrees, we tall biet 


” 2 0 * . * 1 
the guldance of his providence; and, uniting our will !9 
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vill of God himſelf, we ſhall chuſe with him, in lim, and 
for him, the very ſame events which he, in us, and for us, 
bas choſen from all eternity. 

* THERE can be no comfort, but in truth. *Tis molt 
certain, that Secrates and Seneca have nothing which may 
wrſyade, and convince, may eaſe, and relieve us, on theſe 
xcalions. They were both under the original error which 
vindeth mankind. They looked on death as really natu- 
al to us: and all the diſcourſes which they have built on 
this falſe foundation, have ſo much vanity, and ſo little ſo- 
idity, as to ſerve for no other uſe, but to demonſtrate the 
eneral weakneſs of human race, ſince the moſt elevated 
moductions of the wiſeft amongſt men are evidently ſo 
childiſh and contemptible. 

Ir is not ſo that we learn FESUS CHRIST: it is 
ot thus that we read the canonical books of Scripture. 
Ti here alone that we ſucceed in our ſearch of truth: 
and truth is no leſs infallibly joined to comfort, than it is 
nallibly ſeparated from error. Let us then take a view of 
death, by thoſe lights which the Holy Spirit hath given us. 
ind by thoſe we have the advantage of diſcovering, that 
death is no other than a puniſhment, impoſed on man, to 
expiate the guilt, and neceſſary to man to diſſolve the power 
of his fins : that 'tis this alone which can deliver the mind 
rom the concupiſcence of the fleſh, ſome degree of which 
es ever adhere to good men in this world. We are 
kence inſtructed, that JESUS CHRIST came into the 
vorld as a victim and propitiation, and as ſuch offered 
himſelf to Gop: that his birth, his life, his death, his re- 
frre&ion, his aſcenſion, his ſeſſion at the right hand of the 
Father, and his preſence in the holy Euchariſt, all belong to 
me and the fame ſacrifice. To conclude, we are intorined, 
lat what was accompliſhed in FESUS CHRIST, muſt 
de accompliſhed alſo in his members. 

Let us then conſider life as a ſacrifice ; and let the ac- 
cents of life make no other impreſſions on us, than as, in 
proportion, the accompliſhment of this ſacrifice is either in- 
ſercuptea or promoted by them. Let us ſtile nothing ill 

O 2 but 


. 
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but what turns the ſacrifice of God into the facrifice of ths 
devil; and let us honour all ſuch things with the name 6 
good, as render that which was a ſacrifice to the devil in 


Adam, a factifice to Gov in JESUS CHRIST. Let u 


examine the notion of death by this rule and principle. 


In order to which defign, it is neteſlary to have recourſe 


to the perſon of FESUS CHRIST: for as Gop rerards 


not, men, but through him as a Mediator; ſo neither gh! 


ve to regard ourſelves, or others, but with reſpect io the | 


fame mediation. | 
Ir we look not through this medium, we ſhall difcern no- 


tu ing but either real pains, oz deteſtable pleaſures : but if | 


we ſee all things, as in ZESUS CHRIST, all will conſpire | 


for our conſolation, ſatistaction, and edification. 


LET us reflect on death as in FESUS CHRIST, not a8 


without FESU'S CHRIST, Without JESUS CH#R1ST, | 


it is dreadfu}, it is deteſtable, it is the terror of nature. | 


In FESUS CHRIST, it is fair and amiable, it is good and 
holy, it is the joy of the ſaints. All events being render- 


ed ſweet in FESUS CHRIST, death itſelf has a ſhare is | 


the influence. To ſanctiſy death and ſufferings to us, was 
the reaſon for which he ſuffered and died: who, as he was 
Cop and man in one perſon, comprized, at once, what 
ever was great and illuſtrious, whatever was humble aud 
obſcure ; that he might ſanctiſy all things in himſeit, {in 
only excepted, and might be the ſtanding model of all che 
racters and conditions. 

Wovld we know what death is, what it is in J£SUS 
CHRIST, we muſt examine the regard which it bears !9 his 
continual, uninterrupted ſacrifice. And we may obſerve, 
that in facrifices the principal part is the death of the vic 
tim. The oblation and ſandtification, which precede, at 
indeed the diſpoſitions, but death is ſtill the completion; Ut 
which, by renouncing its very lite and being, the creature 

ays to Cop the utmoſt homage of which it is capable; 
thus humbling, and as it were annihilating itſelf, belore the 
eyes of his Majeſty, and adoring his ſupreme exiſtence, vl. 
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rerformed after the death of the facrifice, without which it 
us Vain and ineffectual, namely, the acceptance of it by 
Cod. This is meant by the Scripture expreſſion, cdoratus 
Deus oderem Juavitetis. But this, tho” it crowned the 
lacrifice, was rather an action of Gop towards the creature, 
than of the creature towards Gop ; and did not hinder, 
bu! that the laſt act of the creature was ſtil] determined by 


its death. 


We find each of theſe circumſtances fulfilled in our 


LY, upon his coming into the world. Tyre“ the eter- 
nal Spirit, he offered himſelf up to GOD (a), When he 
cometh into the world he ſaith, Sacrifice and offerings thou 
wuldſt not: then ſaid I, Lo 1 come, to do thy will, O 
CGD. Thy law is within my heart (b). We have here 
his oblation : and his ſanctification immediately followed. 
His ſacrifice continued through his life, and was finithed by 
his death. It was needful for him to /uffer the/e things, and 
t; enter into his glory (c). Though he was a jon, yet learnt 
fe obedience by the things which he ſuffered (4). In the days 
is fleſh, when he had offered up prayers and ſupplicatiant, 
wih Hrong crying and tears unto him that was able to /ave 
bin [rom death, he was heard in that he feared (e). Finally, 
CoD raiſed him again by his glorious power, (of which the 
fre which fell from heaven on the ſacrifices was a type) 
to burn and conſume (as it were) his mortal body, and to 
exalt and reſtore him to a life of glory. 
Tux facrifice of FESUS CHRIST being thus perſect- 
e as to the action, by his death, and as to the ſubje&, by 
lis reſurection, (when the mage of the body of fin was ab- 
ſrbed in glory) he had performed all that was on his 
part, and there remained nothing, but that the ſacrifice 
ſhould be accepted of Gob, and that, as incenſe, it ſhould 
ikend, and carry up its odour to the throne of the Divine 
Majeſty. In purſuance of which, our LORD was perſect- 
ly offered, lifted up and received, at Gop's throne, at his 
ſhenſlon : which he eſſected partly by his own proper 
; O 3 force, 


(2 Beb. ix. 14. x. 6, 7. (5) Plal, xl» (e) Luke xxiv. 26. 
(d) Heb, v. 8. (e) ibid. v. 7. 
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force, and partly by the aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, with WW ng 


which he was, every way, encompaſſed and repleniſhed, MW tn 
He was carried up as the odour of the ſacrifices by the i 
which ſupported it: the former of which prefigured him. ed 

ſelf, and the latter repreſented the Holy Spirit. And the be 

Adis of the Apaſtles expreſsly report, that he was receive, the: 
into heaven, to give us an aſſurance, that this holy facti- — 
hce, accompliſhed on earth, was received, and accepted the 


the boſom of the Father. 
LET us then not be forry, as the Gentiles without hop 

for our departed Chriſtian friends. Our loſs of them : 
to be dated from the hour of their death. To ſpeak pr; 
perly, we then loſt them, when they were admitted into 
the church by baptiſm. Ever fince that acmiſſion, the, 
were not ours but God's ; their life was devoted and cor 
ſecrated to GoD; their actions bore no regard to the thing 
of this world, but for the fake of Gop. By their death 
they are at length entirely diſengage! from ſin; and it is 
at this moment that they are accepted by Gor, and tha 

their facritice receives its accompliſhment and crown. 

THEY have now performed what they vowed ; they have 
finiſhed the work which Gop gave them to do; they late 
diſcharged that which was the only end of their creation, 
The will of Gop is perſected in them; and their will i; ing tg 
ſwallowed up in the Divine. What therefore Gt tu Wil of cr19 
joined together, let us not put aſunder; but, by a rigit WI wprct: 
underſtanding, and true judgment, let us ſuppreſs, ar, u on; ben 
leaſt, moderate the ſentiments of corrupt and miſtaken 1. 5 
ture, which exhibits nothing but falſe images, and uh Creator 
iHuſions diſturb the ſanctity of thoſe thoughts, which fran the to; 
the inſtruction of C3ri/tian truth we onght to bave derive. Wi lave ne 
LET us form our ideas of human diſſolution, not on the WI ſhould | 
Pagan, but on the Chriſtian mode} : that is, let them, 468. Creator: 
Paul enjoins, be built on hope, the eſpecial gift and pr. May, 
lege of Chriſtians. Let us look on the remains of a dt but had 
cealed friend, not as a noiſame and infectious carcaſc, x 
cording to the fallacious pourtrait of nature; but, acc. 
F 


* 
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ing to the aſſurance of faith, as the eternal and inv iolable 
temple of the Holy Ghoſt. 

For we know that the bodies of the faithful are inhabit- 
ed by the Spirit of Cop 'till the reſurrection, which ſhall 
be performed by the power ol the ſame ſpirit, reſiding in 
them for that deſign. This is rhe ſenſe of the ancient fa- 
wers: and 'tis for this reaſon that we pay honour even to 
the reliques of the ſaints. Nor was it on any other prin- 
ple, that the earlier Chriſtians were wont to put the holy 
Euchariſt into the mouths of the deceaſed : becauſe know- 
ing them (till to be the temples of the Holy Ghoſt, they 
thought them to be ſtill worthy of an union with this ho- 
lv facrament. But the Church has ſince altered the cuſtom ; 
dot becauſe ſhe denies the bodies of good men to be pure 
and ſacred; but becauſe ſhe judges that the Euchariſt, which 
i: the bread of Hife, and of the living, ought not to be im- 
parted to the dead. 

LET us not conſider the faithful, who are departed in the 
7ace of Gon, as having ceaſed to live; which is the falſe 
u ggeſtion of nature; but as now beginning to live, which 
5 the infallible teſtimony of truth. Let us look on their 
{ois not as annihilated and loſt, but as quickened and en- 
ivened, and united to the ſovereign life. And, by attend- 
inp g theſe ſound doctrines, let us correct the prejudices 
of crror, which are fo firmly rootect in our mind, and the 
zppichenfions of fear, which are ſo ſtrongly imprinted on 
ou ſenſe. 

* Gop created man under a double paſſion; one for his 
Creator, the other for himſelf : but on this condition, that 
the love of his Creator ſhould be infinite, that is, ſhould 
ve no other end but God; and that the love of himſelt 
ſhould be finite, with a conſtant regard and reſerve to his 
Geator, 

Max, in this eſtate, not only loved himſelf without ſin; 
but hadſinned could he poſſibly have ceaſed to love hira- 
ſelf, 

By the entrance of fin into the world, man was depriv- 
ed of the former of theſe affections ; and his ſoul, which 
| Was 
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was ſtill great, and ſtil] capable even of an infinite paſſion, 
retaining only the former, this immediately diffuſed itſelf 
and overflowed all the mighty ſpace which had been eva. 
cuated by the love of Gop. And thus we came to love 
only ourſelves, and to love ourſelves infinitely, that is, to 
love all things with reſpect only to ourſelves. 

BEHOLD. the origin of ſelf-love ! It was natural to / 
dam: it was, during his innocence, regular and juſt; but 
became immoderate and criminal, upon his fall. 

BEHoLD the genuine ſource of this love; together with 
the unhappy cauſe of its vitiouſneſs and exceſs ! | 


Tux fame will hold true of our defire of dominion, of 


our averſion to buſineſs, and of many the like natural mo- 
tions. And this whole doctrine may be caſily applied to 
our preſent ſubject. The fear of death, to Adam in inno- 
cence, was not only natural but juſt : becauſe human life be. 
ing then not diſagreeable to God, ought to have been agree. 
able to man; and death, ſor the ſame reaſon, ought to have 
been an object of horror, as threatning to cut off a life which 
was conformable to the Divine will. But upon man's tran{ 
greſſion, his life was debaſed, and corrupted; his foul and bo 
dy were ſet at variance one with another, and both with Gon, 

WHurx this fatal change had infected and impaired the 
holineſs of life, the love of life continued {till : and, the 
fear of death remaining with no leſs vigour, that which was 
jaſt in Alam, was rendered unjuſt in us. 

Tunis is a true account of the fear of death; whence it 
ſprung, and by what means it was tainted and vitiated. 

LET us, then, clear up the darkneſs and error of nature, 
by the light of faith. The fear of death was once good and 
commendable; but it was ſo only in Paradiſe, where, could it 
have prevailed, it muſt have deſtroyed a life altogether ho 
and virtuous. It was therefore juſt to hate it, while it caui 
not arrive, without ſeparating a holy ſoul from a holy bo 
dy: but it is no leſs juſt to love it, while it releaſeth a lou 
which is righteous, from a body which is impure. It w3 
reaſonable to decline it, when it muſt have diſſolved the 


peace and agreement between foul and body: but by 1 
meant 
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means when it compoſes the ſtruggle and contention, other- 

ways endleſs and irreconcileable. In a word, while it mult 
have puniſhed a guiltleſs body, by taking away its liberty 
of ſerving and honouring Gop; while it muſt have divided 
the foul from a body perfectly ſubject, and univerſally com- 
pliant, to its will; while it muſt have put an end to all the 
happineſs which man is capable of receiving; it might with 
juſtice, ſo long, have been dreaded and even abhorred. But 
now, when it ends a life ever ſtained with ſome degrees of 
mpvrity ; when it takes away from the body the liberty of 
loning ; when it reſcues and delivers the foul from a power- 
(a! robel, which was continually oppoling the meaſures of 
's ſafety and bliſs; it would be bighly injurious to main- 

i the ſame opinion. 

Let us not abandon the love of life, which attends our 
ature; becauſe we received it from Gop. But then let us 
ipply it to ſuch a life only, as God gave it us for; and not 
oa quite different object. 

\WxlLE we admit and embrace that love which Alam had 
'r his life of innocence, and which even our LORD FE- 
WS CHRIST retained for Hit; let us be reſolute in hat- 
ig ſuch a Life as is contrary to that which was loved by 
*ESUS CHRIST: and let us be concerned at ſuch a death 
oily, as affected our LORD himſelf with fome fort of ap- 
wehenfions, a death happening to a body pure and ſpotlefs 
the fight of God: but let us not fear a death, which pu- 
ines a ſinful, and purges an impure body; and which there- 
re ought to inſpire us with quite oppoſite ſentiments, were 
ve in any degree poſſeſſed of thoſe noble endowments, Faith, 
Hope, and Charity. 

IT is one of the moſt acknowledged principles of Chri/t;- 
nity, that whatever happened to JESUS CHRIST, is like» 
days to be tranſacted in the ſoul, and in the body of every 
L(ri/t;an.” So that as our LORD ſuffered in this life of in- 
unity and mortality, as he was raiſed to a new life, and at 
enptt carried vp into the heavens, where he now ſits at 


God's right hand; in tho ſame manner, both the foul and 
body 
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body are to ſuffer and die, to be raiſed again, and to aſcend 
into heaven. 

ALL theſe particulars are accompliſhed in the ſoul during 
this life, though not in the body. 

Tux foul ſuffers and dies to fin, in repentance and bap- 


tiſm. The ſoul is raiſed to a new life in the ſacrament of 
the LR D's ſupper. The ſoul relinquiſheth this earth, and 
ſoars towards heaven, in leading a heavenly life on earth; 
which is St. Paul's meaning when he fays, Conver/atis 
noſtra in celis eſt. | 


Tas like changes are not accompliſhed in the body dur- | 


ing this preſent life, but ſhall be accompliſhed after it. 
Fo, at our deceaſe, the body dies to this mortal life : 


at the judgment, it ſhall riſe to a new life: after the judg- | 
ment, it ſhall be exalted to heaven, and there reſide for ever. 

Tus the very ſame things happen to foul and bod), 
though at different periods: and the revolutions of the bo- | 
dy do not take place, 'till thoſe of the foul are completed; 
Inſomuch that death, which } 


that is, not *till after death. 
is the end and crown of the ſoul's happineſs, is but the firlt 
beginning, or prelude, of happineſs to the body. 


BEHOLD the admirable conduct of Divine wiſdom in man's | 
falvation! Upon which ſubject St. Auſtin informs us, that | 
Gop has been pleaſed to diſpoſe things in this manner, cd, 
if the final death and reſurrection of the human body (hould | 


be performed in baptiſm, men would yield themſelves obedi. 


ent to the goſpel on no other motive, but the love and de. 


Whereas the glory of faith ſhines out in its 


fire of life. 


chief magnitude and brightneſs, while we purſue and preſs 


Ar 


towards immortality, through the vale and ſhadow of cath, 

* IT is not reaſonable that we ſhould continue abſolute- 
ly unmoved and unaffected at the misfortunes and evils 
which befal us; like Angels, who have no ſentiments 0 
inclinations of our nature: nor is there more reaſor. that 
we ſhould ſorrow without hope, like Heathens, who have 
no feeling, no apprehenſion, of grace. But reafon and jul- 


tice allow, that we ſhould mourn like Chriſtians, and be 


comforted like Chriſtians; and that the conſolat ions 0% 
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zrace ſhould overcome the affeCtions of nature: ſo that grace 
mav not only dwell in us, but may be victorious and tri- 
jmphunt ir us: that by our thus hallowing the name of 
bur Fe ther, his Will may become ours, his grace may 
ue and reign over our nature; that our afflictions may be 
the matter and ſubject of a ſacrifice which his grace will per- 
ſet in us, to his glory: and that theſe particular ſacrifices 
may be ſo many aſſurances of the entire and univerſal ſa- 
crilice, in which our whole nature ſhall be purified and per- 
fected, by the power of JESUS CHRIST. 

Tauvs ſhall we make advantage of our own infirmities, while 
ey furniſh matter for this whole burnt-offering. And to 
| proßt by failings and imperfeRions, is the great aim of Chrif- 
tianr, who know that all things work together for the elect. 

Ir we obſerve theſe things with a cloſer view, and as they 
really ace in themſelves, we ſhall not fail to draw from them 
great improvements ot edification. For it being moſt cer- 
tain, that the death of the body is but the type and image 
that of the ſoul ; if we have reaſon to hope for the ſal- 
vation of our friends, while we lament their deceaſe, though 
ve may not be able to ſtop the current of our ſadneſs and 
ifplealure, yet we cannot but reap the benefit of this leſ- 
' WT 7, that fince bdily death is fo terrible as to create theſe 
liforlers in us, the death of the foul is a ſubject which 
ight to give us far more incanſclable regret. Gop hay- 
nz been pleaſed to deliver to the fir thoſe for whom we 
monr';, we may believe that he has graciouſly reſcued them 


* | 
om the ſecond. Let us contemplate the greatneſs of our 
1. — 1 
| leppinets, in the greatneſs of our miſery; and then even 
„e ſcxceſſes of our grief can be but the juſt ſtandard of our 
01 l . * 
Ox of the moſt folid and uſeful charities towards the 


kad, is to perform that which they would enjoin us, were 
ey til in the world; and to put ourſelves, for their 
likes, into that condition which they wiſh us in, at preſent, 
By this means we ſhall make them, in ſome fort, revive 
n ourletves: while 'tis by their counſels and inſtructions 
vat we live and ct. And, as the authors of hereſies are 
Puniſh: 
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puniſhed in another life, for the fins to which they ze Ml exc 
moved their followers, in whom their poiſon ſtill operate: MW oth: 
after their death; ſo good men are recompenſed in a bette; und 
ſtate, not only for their own virtues, but for the virtue: of WM {, 
thoſe, whom they have engaged by their precepts, and in. reac 
fluenced by their examples. ons 

Max is undoubtedly too weak to form a ſolid jude. WM beca 
ment of futurities. Let us truſt in Gop, and not fatigue nd 
ourſelves with indiſcreet and unwarrantable apprehenſion, MW {arc 
Let us depend on the Divine afliſtanee, for the conduct and pxcl: 
iſſue of our lives; and let us not yield ourſelves up to dif. WM cel. 


conſolateneſs and deſpair. 1 
Sr. Auſtin obſerves, that there is in every man, a Sr. WM diſpo 
pent, an Eve, and an Adam. Our Senſes and natural \fec. WM {que 
tions are the Serpent; our Concupiſcence is the Eve ; an! WM and | 
the Adam is our Reaſon. | princ 

NATURE continually tempts and allures us : concupil- WM geoni 
cence ever wiſtheth and covets : but fin is never finihed, WM the ot 
unleſs reaſon authoriſe it by its conſent. this d 

LET us leave our Serpent and our Eve to carry on their vigord 
ſollicitations, if we may not entirely expel them. But WM trary, 


let us pray God fo to fortify our Adam by his grace, that we Ty 
may yield ourſelves to be governed only by EU fr th, 
CHRIST, and that he may reign in us triumphant'y , la the 
ever. ſo far 
; tarn þ 

XXXI. we ea 

Pave 4 

Miſcellaneous Thoughts. ces {rc 

| and too 
HE greater degree of parts and ſagacity ary ont = Bur 
maſter of, the more origine/s he will diſcern in the di © 
characters of mankind. Per ſons of ordinary endowmenuſ TU 
are utter ſtrangers to this difference amongſt men. commit 


* A man may have good ſenſe, and yet not be abe M lnye, , 
apply it alike ſucceſsfully to all ſubje&s : for there are tho because 
who judge exactly within one certain order of things, Gat, { 
yet ate quite loſt and confounded in another. Sune 4% [aye u⸗ 
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excellent in drawing conſequences from a few principles; 
athers from many. Some, for inſtance, have an admirable 
underſtanding of Mydroſtatics, where the principles are 
ſew, but the conſequences fo fine and delicate, as not to be 
reached without the greateſt penetration. And theſe per- 
ſons would perhaps be no extraordinary Geometricians ; 
becaule the principles of geometry are vaſtly numerous 
aud becauſe a genius may be ſo formed, as, with eaſe, to 
ſearch a few principles to the bottom, and yet not to com- 
prchend things with the fame accuracy, where the prin- 
ciples are diffuſed to a larger compaſs. 

THERE are two forts. of Ceuiuſes therefore; the one 
diſpoſed for a deep and vigorous penetration into the con- 
ſequences of principles; and this is a genius properly true 
and juſt: the other fit to comprehend a great number of 
principles without confuſion ; and this is the genius for 
geometry. The one conſiſts in the force and exactneſs, 
the other in the extent and capacity of thought. Nor is 
this diſtin tion without ground; becauſe a genius may be 
vigorous, and yet contracted : or it may have, on the con- 
trary, a great reach, and little ſtrength. 

THERE ſeems to be a vide difference between a genius 
'or the mathematics, and a genius for buſineſs, or policy. 
In thoſe ſciences the principles are groſs and palpable, yet 
lo fir removed from vulgar uſe, that a man is at a Joſs to 
tun his head that way, for want of practice; but, upon 
te !ealt application, he ſees them all at their full, and muſt 
hve a very untoward judgment if he draws wrong inferen- 
ces from principles which are too big to be overlooked, 
and too diſtin to be confounded, 

BUT in buſineſs and policy, the principles are taken from 
daily cuſtom, and from the actions of the whole world. 
There is no need here of giving our head a new ply, or of 
Onmitting violence on ourſelves. The only point is, to 
12vea good diſcernment : but then it ought tobe very good; 
becauſe theſe principles are ſo numerous and ſo indepen- 
Cent, that *tis hardly poſſible but ſome of them ſhould e- 
ape us. And yet the omitlion of any one principle breaks 

the 
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the whole thread, and betrays us into error. A man. in 
this caſe muſt be clear and capacious, that he may com. 
prehend the whole ſet of principles ; and he muſt likeways 
be juſt and ſolid, that from known principles he may not 
deduce ſalſe concluſions. 

EveERY geometrician would therefore be a man of buſ. 
neſs, if he were not too ſhort ſighted ; for he ſeldom argues 
wrong, when he's thoroughly acquainted with his principles : 
and every man of buſineſs might be a geometrician, if he 
could once turn his thought to the leſs obvious principlc: 
of geometry. 

THe reaſon, then, why ſome perſons of management and 
ſubtlety are not equally qualified to excel in mathema- 
tics, is, becauſe they cannot bend the whole ſtreſs of then 
mind to principles which ly ſo far out of the road : and 
the reaſon why - ſome perſons, admirably ſucceſsful in the 
ſtudy of the mathematics, are leſs happy in civil bufinef., is, 
becauſe they are purblind in the things which ly juſt before 
them. For theſe latter having been accuſtomed to princi- 
ples which are full and diſtin, and having never reafoned 
even from theſe principles, till they have viewed them a 
conſiderable time, and have handled them after their own 
way, they cannot but loſe themſelves in matters of politi- 
cal addreſs. Here, the principles will not ſubmit to be 
thus treated and managed: they are not to be diſcerned 
without difficulty: the mind rather feels, than ſees them 
and it would require almoſt an infinite labour to work 2 
perception of them in thoſe who have it not by then 
own natural ſagacity. Theſe things are ſo nice and { 
numerous, that a man muſt have the cleareſt and #neſi 
underſtanding to apprehend them: and, if apprehended, 
very ſeldom that they can be fo regularly demonſtratcd as 


the ſubje of geometry ; becauſe no one can pretend to | 


have fo firm an hold of their principles, and neceſſary tour 


dations; this being a task next to impoſſible. We mull | 
Ge them at one immediate view, without the train and 
progreſs of reaſon : at leaſt, the intuitive knowledge of them | 


muſt be extended to ſuch a degree, e're the rational c 
; proceed, | 


think 
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proceed. Thus it rarely happens that either of theſe geni- 
uſcs can advance any ſteps in the province of the other. 
The maſters of geometry ſometimes make themſelves ridi- 
culous, by endeavouring to confine the ſubjects of buſineſs 
to their own method, and by retaining the way of definitions 
and maxims, a proceſs which this kind of reaſoning will not 
bear. Not but that the mind does the very ſame thing 
wich they propoſe to do by their rules: but then the 
mind does it filently, and naturally, without art or ſhew'; 
i in a way above the capacity of molt men to conceive, 
42 of all to expreſs. 

Ox the other fide, the politic heads having been uſed 
to judge of things in the way of intuition, are ſo amazed 
when we offer them problems which they apprehend no- 
thing of, and ſuch as they cannot enter into, but through 
a ſeries of definitions and barren maxims, that they find them- 
{elves ſoon diſheartned, and inclined to give over the purſuit, 
But then "tis: certain, between both, that a falſe genius will 
neither make a geometry profeſſor, nor a privy counſellor. 

MEN who have a genius only for mathematics will be 
true and exact in thinking, provided all things are ex- 
plained to them in their own formal manner: otherways 
their judgement will be erroneous and in ſupportable; be- 
cauſe they never proceed right but upon principles of which 
they have a perfect view. Again, thoſe who have a genius 
only for buſineſs are ſeldom patient enough to deſcend in- 
to the firſt principles of ſpeculative and abſtracted things, 
wich they have not encountred in common life and acti- 
0n- 

* IT is eaſter to die without the thought of death, than to 
think of death without the apprehenſion of danger. 

* IT often happens that, in the proof of certain common 
rules, we make uſe of ſuch examples as might reciprocally 
have been proved by the ſame rules. Nor is the former me- 
tho! without its uſe : becauſe being ever wont to ſuppoſe 
that the obſcurity lyes on the fide of the thing to be proved, 
ve there diſcover more light and evidence in the examples. 
So tuat if we would illuſtrate a general truth, we inſtance in 
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a particular caſe; and if we would decide a particular cafe, 
we begin with the general truth. We ever fancy ſome. 
what of doubt and difficulty in the ſubje& of the queſing, 
and ſonre what clear and convictive in the medium by which 
we would evince it. We propoſe the former under 1h; 
n tion of its being obſcure, and we apply the latter under 
the notion of its being perſpicuous ; and thus aſſiſt our un- 

erſtanding, either way, in gaining its point. 

* We orcinarily preſume, that all men have the fame 
apprehenſion and ſenſe of the fame object, when preſented 
to them: but we preſume thus much upon a precarious 
title, and without real proof. I know very well that men 
apply the ſame words to the ſame occaſions; as when two 
perſons look on the ſnow; both the one and the other ex- 


preſſeth the appearance of thi? object by the ſame term of 


white. From this conformity of ſpeech we draw a ſtrong con- 
jecture for the like conformity of idea; which, though high. 
ly probable, yet is not abſolutely demonſtrative. 

* ALL our reaſonings turn at laſt upon a ſubmiſſion to 
ſenſe. Now our fancy is like our ſenſe in one reſpec, 
and unlike it in another: like, becauſe it cannot reaſon ; 
and yet unlike, becauſe tis falſe and treacherous. And 


hence it comes to pals, that theſe two powers, though op- 


poſite to each other, are ſo hard to be diſtinguiſhed. A 
man pretends that my ſenſe is fancy, and that his {anry is 
ſenſe : and I am even with him, by ſhewing myſelf the 
fame favour. There is need of a rule in this caſe : ant 
reaſon indeed offers us one, but ſuch as is pliable either way, 
and fo kaves us in effect without any rule at all. 

* Tnoss who judge of any work by rule, are, in reſrec 


of others, like a man who has a watch, when the reſt of te | 


company have not. One friend fays, we have been tu 
hours together; another affirms it to have been but hes 
quarters of an hour fince we met. Here I. privately 100 
upon my watch and tell one that he's melancholy, at 
the other that he's merry, becauſe we have been together 
preciſely an hour and a half: and I deſpiſe thoſe that t-ll 
me, time paſſeth as I pleaſe to make it, and pretend that [ 


judge 
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judge of it by my fancy, not knowing that I judge of it by 
my watch. t 

'* THERE are men in the world who are good ſpeakers, 
«nd ill writers. The reaſon of which ſeems to be, that the 
place, the company, Cc. warms and ripens them, and 
draus more out of their genius than it could produce with- 

at ſuch an actuating hear. 

* TxHERE's nothing which does more miſchief than our 
inhappy cuſtom of following the exception inſtead of the 
rule, We ought ſeverely to hold to the rule, and reſo- 
latcly to oppole the exception. And yet, becauſe there 
val be always ſome allowable exceptions, this ſeverity 
oucht to be tempered with juſtice. 

* IT ſeems, in one ſenſe, not abſurd to affirm, that the 
whole world is under a deluſion. For tho? people's opini- 
ons may really and in themſelves be ſound, yet they are 
„t ſound in their heads; becauſe they generally miſtake, 
hy 
the wrong place. | 

* TrosE who have a genius for inventions are but few ; 
thoſe who have none are vaſtly the more numerous, and 
by conſequence the ſtronger fide. And we find the latter 
commonly making uſe of this advantage of number and 
ſtrength, in denying the authors of rare diſcoveries the 
glory which they ſeek, and deferve by their labours: who, 
if.in ſpite of ingratitude, they vigorouſly maintain their title 
to applauſe, and expreſs a contempt of the unskilful and 
partial multitude, all they get by their obſtinacy is, to 
be expoſed for enthufiaſts and viſionaries. A man ought, 
therefore, to be very cautious of aſſuming to himſelf this 
honour, how confiderable ſoever in merit, and ought to reſt 
{:tiz1cd with the approbation of thoſe few who know how 
o {ct a true value on him and his ſtudies. 

The underſtanding naturally believes, and the ill na- 
turally loves: fo that if either of them be not directed to 
tue gojects, it mult neceſſarily take up with falſe. 

Maxx things which are true, have been contradifted : 
many which are falſe, paſs without coutradiction. To be 

P 3 contradicted 
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contradicted is no more a mark of falſhood, than not to bs 
contradicted is a mark of truth. 


* CAESAR was too old, in my opinion, to amuſe himſelf } 


with projecting the conqueſt of the world. Such an ima. 
gination was excuſable in Alexander, a prince full of youth, 
and fire, and not eaſy to be checked in his hopes. But 
Ce/ar ought to have been more grave. 

* ALL the world ſees that men venture for uncertain. 
ties: in voyages, in war, &c. But all the world does not 
ice the particular rule by which men proceed, and which 
demonſtrates that they ought thus to venture. Mont:;v, 
knew it to be true in fact, that men have a natural diſguſt 
for formal fools, and that cuſtom governs all things; but 
be could not have given a reaſon for either of theſe trutl;s, 
Thoſe who fee not the cauſes of things, but the bare ef. 
fects, are, in regard to thoſe who fee the cauſes, like 
thoſe who have eyes in regard to thoſe that have none. 
For effects are, in a manner, the objects of outward ſee ; 
but cauſes are diſcernible only by the underſtanding. And 
tho? 'tis the underſtanding likeways which take cogniſance 
of effects, yet this act of the underſtanding bears no morc 
proportion to that nobler act which diſtinguiſhes the cau- 
ſes, than the bodily eye to the eye of the mind. 

* Tax ſenſe we have of the falſeneſs of thoſe pleaſurcs 
which are preſent, and the ignorance we are under as to 
the vanity of thoſe pleaſures which are abſent, are the tu 
great ſources of all our Jevity and inconſtancy, 

* If we dreamed the ſame thing every night, it might 
perhaps affect us no leſs than the objects which we encoun- 
ter by day. And if an artiſan ſhould be ſure of dreaming 
as often as he went to bed, that he was a king, I think he 
would be as happy as a king who ſhould dream conſtantly, 
for the ſame ſpace, that he was an artiſan. Should we e- 
very night dream that we were purſued by our enemies, 
ſo as continually to ly under the fright of theſe troubleſome 
phantoms, or that we were engaged in a ſucceſſion of ha- 
bour, as in travelling, or the like; we fhould ſuffer almoſt 


a> much, as if the things were real; and ſhould be as . 
Aral 
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afraid of ſleeping, as we are now afraid of being awake, 
when we apprehend our ſelves to be entering upon theſe 
misfortunes or difficulties. And the conſequence of the 
reality could ſcarce be more fatal, than that of the imagi- 
nation. But becauſe our dreams are ever varying from them- 
ſelves, what they preſent us with ſtrikes us more faintly 
than what we behold with open eyes, which is for the molt 


part uniform, equal and conſiſtent. Not but that this lat- 


ter way has alſo its changes; though not with ſuch fre- 
quency, or ſo great abruptneſs, but in the manner of an 
eaſy journey. And hence came the phraſe of our being 
in dream: for life is indeed but a dream, though of a leſs 
inconſtant and irregular kind. 

* Kixcs and princes ſometimes retire for their diverſion, 
Toe be always on the throne, would be a weariſome ſlavery. 
Greatneſs muſt, upon occaſion, be abſtained from, topreſerve 
and refreſh the taſte of it. 

* *Tis ſarpriſing to conſider, there are men in the world, 
who, having bid defiance to all the laws of God and nature, 
lo yet conſtitute laws amongſt themſelves, to which they 
pay the exaQeſt obedience: as for inſtance, thieves, c. 

* TnosE mighty efforts and ſallies to which the mind 
{mectimes attains, are things which it cannot keep poſſeſ- 
fon of: it wins them by a vigorous flight, and loſeth them 
by a3 ſadden a fall. 

* PROVIDED we know the ruling paſſion in any man, we 
aſfure ourſelves of being able to pleaſe him. And yet eve- 
man has his peculiar fancy and humour, contrary to his 
real good, even in the idea which he forms of good: and 
this diverſity breaks and diſconcerts the meaſures of thoſe 
13 are ſtudious of winning upon the affections of others. 

* By the means which we corrupt our judgment, by the 
fame we corrupt our ſenſe. Now both our ſenſe and judg- 
ment are chiefly formed upon converſation: ſo that good 
or ill company may make or mar them, It is therefore of 
the preateſt importance to chuſe our company well; that 
ve may confirm, and not debauch our powers: and yet tis 
badly poſſible to make this good choice, unleſs they are 

already 
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already confirmed and not debauched. Thus the whole 
matter runs in a circle, which, without a very particular 
happineſs, we ſhall never get out of. | 

* WE naturally ſuppoſe ourſelves more capable of diy: 
ing to the center of things, than of embracing the circum- 
ference. The viſible extent of the world plainly ſurpaſſ- 
eth us and our faculties. But becauſe we ourſelves do like. 
ways ſurpaſs, with a great diſproportion, the minuter parts 
of nature, we fancy that theſe muſt neceſſarily fall under 
the command of our mind. And yet it requires the ſame, 
(that is, an infinite) perfection, and capacity to deſcend 
to nothing, as to extend to all. And I am perſuaded, that 
if a man could penetrate into the firſt elements of things, he 
might, by the ſame ſtrength, arrive at the comprehenſion 
of infinity. Each labour depends on the other; each con- 
ducts to the other. Theſe vaſt extremities, the farther 
they reach, the more ſurely they meet and touch, reunit- 
ing, at length, in God, and in Gop alone. 

* IF a man did but begin with the ſtudy of himſelf, he 
would ſoon find how incapable he was of proceeding farther, 


For what poſſibility is there, that the part ſhould contain þ$ 
the whole? It ſeems, however, more reaſonable that we | 
ſhould, at leaſt, aſpire to the knowledge of the other parts; : 
to which we bear ſome proportion and reſemblance. But 


then, the parts of the world are ſo nicely interwoven, ſo ex- 


quiſitely linked and encaſed one within the other, that I look | 
upon it as impoſſible to underſtand one without another, t 


even without all. 


To inſtance in ourſelves. Man has really ſome deper- | 
dence on every thing that he knows. He has necd of 


place, to contain him; of time, to lengthen out his dura- 


tion; of elements, to compoſe his frame; of motion. to 
preſerve his life ; of heat and food, for nouriſhment; of air, | 
for reſpiration ; he ſees the light which ſhines upon him; | 
he feels the bodies which encircle him: in ſhort, he con- 


tracts an alliance with the whole world. 


In order therefore to an exact knowledge of man, ue 


nuſt know whence it comes to paſs, that air, for cr. 


ample; | 
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ample, ſhould be neceſſary ſor his ſubſiſtence: and to ap- 
prehend the nature of air, we ſhould know by what parti- 
cular means it has ſuch an influence on the life of man. 

AGain, flame cannot ſubſiſt without air: therefore the 
philoſophy of the one depends on that of the other. 

ALL things, then, being in different regards effects and 
cauſes, dependents and aſſiſtants, near and remote, hold- 
ing communication with each other by 2 natural, though 
imperceptible, line, which unites the moſt diſtant in place, 
and moſt repugnant in kind, I ſee no poſſibility either of 
knowing the parts without the whole, or of knowing the 
whole without a diſtin apprehenſion of the parts. 

AND what ſeems to ix and complete our utter inability 
ſor the knowledge of things, is, that they are all in their own 
nature fimple; whereas we are compoſed of two oppoſite 
natures, ſpirit and body. For tis impoſſible that our reaſoning 
part ſhould be other than ſpiritual. And as for the extra- 
vagance of thoſe who will allow themſelves to conſiſt of 
nothing but body, this excludes them ſtill more fore:bly 
lrom all acquaintance with the objects about them, it being 
« moſt unconceivable paradox to affirm, that matter is cap- 
able of reflexion or thought. i 

Tis this compoſition of body and ſpirit which has made 
the philoſophers, almoſt univerſally, confound the ideas of 
things; aſcribing to body the properties of ſpirit, and to ſpi- 
it the affections of body. Thus they tell us, with good 
ifurance, that bodies have a tendency downwards; that 
tney aſpire to their proper center; that they ſhun their own 
teſtrudtion ; that they avoid a Vacuum; that they have their 
peculiar inclinations, ſympathies and antipathies : all which 
belong purely to ſpirit. But on the other band, if ſpirits 
are the ſubject of their diſcourſe, they conſider theſe as cir- 
cunſcribed in place; as endued with local motion, &c. 
which ought, in juſtice, to be applied to body only. 

INSTEAD of receiving into our mind the true and genuine 
Ideas of things, we ſtrike a tincture of our own compound 


being on all the ſimple objects which we contemplate. 
WHILE 
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WuHiLE we make no ſcruple to compoſe the whole world 
of ſpirit and body, might it not ſeem natural to infer, that 
we really apprehend this compoſition? And yet this is what | 
of all things we are moſt at a loſs to apprehend. Every 
man is to himſelf the moſt prodigious object in the extent 
of nature: for as he knows little of body, and leſs of hir, 
ſo he knows leaſt of all, how body ſhould be united to ſpi- 
rit. This is the very complication of all his difficulties 
and yet this is no other thin his own proper being, U 
aus quo corporibus adheret ſpiritus comprehendi ab homiuidas 
non poteſt : & hoc tamen homs ef}. 

* In natural things, (the knowledge of which is not ne- 
ceſſary to us) ſince there are many which exceed our diſco- 
very, it may perhaps be not amiſs that there ſhould be vacy 
ſome univerſal error, to bound and fix the purſuits of men. 
Such, for inftance, as the vulgar opinion concerning the WI won 
moon, which aſcribes to ber the change of ſeaſons, aud the WM: 2 
progreſs of diſtempers. For it ſeems, to be one of the prin-- face 
cipal infelicities of mankind, to entertain a reſtleſs curioii- A- 
ty for things which 'tis impoſſible they ſhould underſtand, MW * 


And I queſtion, whether it would nor be a lefs evil, witl rdeat 
regard to things of this kind, to lye under an invincible mil: man 
take, than to indulge an unprofitable inquiry. and. 
* Tais dog's mine, ſays the poor child : this is ye 
place in the ſun, From fo petty a beginning, may wes not 
trace the tyranny and uſurpation of the whole earth, Mn, th 
* The judgment and underſtanding have their proper * 7 
method: which is, by principles and demonſtrations. Thees 
heart and affections have a method altogether different. Ae 6 
man would expoſe himſelf very remarkably who ſoul! ut go 
go about to engage our love, by laying down, in a ph.. * T 
phical order, the ſprings and cauſes of that paſſion. Mich c 
Our bleſſed Lord, and St. Paul, have oftner uſed the me-WMlich as 
thod of the heart, which is that of Charity, than the other, ich; 
of reaſon and judgment: becauſe the principal deſign oel tak: 
their diſcourſes, was not ſo much to inform, as to excite Inging, 
and inflame. St. Auſtin takes the ſame way: which chic! . 
ers 5 
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ts conſiſts in ſuch lively digreſſions upon every point, as 
t WY nay illuſtrate the main end, and keep it ever in view. 
Phe common idea which we form of Plato or Ari/- 
e repreſents them in their garb of profeſſors, and as per- 
„bons of compoſed ſeriouſneſs, and immovable gravity, 
u Whereas they were really honeſt gentlemen, who could laugh 
and jeſt with a friend, as well as ourſelves. Ard 'twas in 
this vein of mirth and humour that they fram'd their laws, 
and ſyſtems of polity. The time they ſpent upon theſe 
rroje ts was the moſt unphiloſophical part of their whole 
lite, When they pleaſed to be philoſophers in earneſt, they 
ad no other care or thought, than how to live with pri- 
rzcy, and tranquillity. 
* THERE are ſome writers who always love to put a mask 
pon the face of nature. There's no ſuch perſon with them 
is 2 King, but a Grand, or Auguſt Monarch; no ſuch 


in- pace as Paris, but the Metropolis and Capital of a migh- 
- !! K:n2dom. 
nd, Wu in peruſing a piece we find ſome words often 


epeated, yet ſuch as we cannot change for others without 
i manifeſt diſadvantage, we ought by all means to let them 
and. For this is a true mark of their propriety ; and *twas 
"ly our envy that made us critics; which was fo blind 
8 not to ſee that the repetition was elegant on this occaſi- 
s there being no general rule in the caſe. 
per Bl * THoset who bring in forced words to preſerve the an- 
The ithefis, are like thoſe who make falſe windows to preſerve 
ee {ymmetry. Their rule is, not to ſpeak good ſenſe, 
uber good point and turn. 
%- © THERE is a firſt model of agreeableneſs and beauty, 
wich conſiſts in a certain relation between our own nature, 
me- WW "cl: as it is, whether weak or ſtrong, and the thing with 
ther ch we are affected. Whatever is form'd upon this mo- 
n oF! takes and delights us: 'tis all the fame in building, in 
xciteſtaging, in ſpeaking, in verſe, in proſe, in women, in birds, 
hcl" nvers, in trees, in chambers, in dreſſes. Whatever 
ers from this model, is always diſpleaſing to perſons of 
true reliſh and diſcernment. 
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* As we talk of beauties in poetry, ſo we ought to talk 
of beauties in geometry, and beauties in phyſic; and yet 
we never uſe theſe phraſes. The reaſon of which is, becauſe 
we have an adequate idea of the objects of geometry and 

hyſic; but we underſtand not wherein that agrecable- 
neſs conſiſts which makes the object of poetry. We are at 
a loſs to know the real model and ſtandard of nature, which 
ought to meaſure ſuch compoſitions :. and for want of this 
knowledge, we invent a ſet of extravagant metaphors, ſuch 
as, the golden age, the wonder of our times, the fatal laurel, 
the /ovely ſtar, & and we ſtamp this jargon with the name 
of poctical beauties. But now if we were to imagine a wo- 
man dreſs'd by the ſame pattern, we ſhould have a certain 
airy damſel be deck'd with plates of looking-glaſs and tin- 1 
ſel chains. And a nymph thus attired would be much fit- 
ter to engage our laughter than our love. Becauſe we bet- 
ter apprehend what's juſt and decent in the habit of a wo- 
man, than in the ornaments of a poem. But they who had 
not the like gift of diſcernment might (till admire the lady | 
in this antique equipage, and many a village of good note 
would infallibly worſhip her for the queen. Whence {ome 
perſons of wit have ſtiled the ſonnets and ſtanzas compal- 
ed after this fantaſtical manner, The queens of the May. 

* WHEN a juſt and natural diſcourſe points out me 
particular paſſion or effect, we feel in our breaſis the truth 
of what we read, (becauſe *twas really there before, tough 
without our notice) and we find ourſelves diſpoſed to love thee 
perſon who has cauſed us thus to ſeel it, for he ſeers to 
have given us a ſpecimen not of his goods but of our own;Þ 
and this civility intitles him to our affection : beſides, ad, 
ſuch an affinity and reſemblance of thought fails not to b 

et a kindneſs and endearment of ſoul. ; 

* All true eloquence muſt be compoſed of what is aY 
greeable, an what is real: but then, even the agree ¹ã 
part ought, in its kind, to be likeways real. 

ORDINARY judges, when in reading they meet wit! 
natural and proper ſtile, are quite aſtoniſhed, becauſe the 


looked for an author, and they find a nan. But thoſe wh 5 
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have the happineſs of a true taſte are no leſs ſurpriſed 
when looking for a Man, they find an Author. Plus po 
etice quam humane locutus eff. We are very large in ou 
compliments to nature, if we pretend that the is able to 
ſpeak of all ſubjects, and even of divinity. 

* In compoſitions we ought never to draw off the mind 
from one thing to another, unleſs it be purely for the ſake 
of refreſhment, and then it muſt be at ſuch time when re- 
{reihment is exactly proper and ſcaſonable, and at no other. 
For he that goes about to divert his reader without occa- 
Lon, does but weary and diſguſt him. Men are 100 nice 
and faſtidious to bear an unneceſſary officiouſneſs, fo hard 
it is to obtain any thing from them but upon the fund of 
pleaſure : a coin which fails not to purchaſe all that this 
world affords. 

* MANKIND have indeed a natural love for bitterneſs and 
ſeverity : yet for ſuch, as is, by no means, exerciſed a- 
gainſt thoſe who are afflicted with ill fortune, but againſt 
thoſe who are proud and inſolent under goood : and we ſhall 
find ourſelves in a miſtake, it we paſs any other judgment 
on this matter. | 

* MART LAL's epigram upon the poor one-ey'd man, 
is e'en good for nothing; becauſe it affords not the leaſt 
conſolation, nor ſerves for any other vſe than to give an 
edge to the vain-glory of the author : but an author can ne- 
ver be of value, when he propoſeth himſelf as the ſole end 
of his writing. Ambitio/a recidet ornamenta. We ſhould 
ſtudy to pleaſe thoſe who have a ſenſe of tenderneſs and 
compaſſion, not thoſe who are barbarous and inhumane. 
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OF 


Monſieur PASCA L, 
Compoſed in 
S 1 C KK N_S: & 


I. 
O LORD, whoſe ſpirit is ſo good and gracious in all 


things, and who art ſo infinitely merciful ; that not 

the proſperities alone, but even the diſtreſſes which 
happen to thy choſen, are the effects of thy mercy ; grant 
that I may not bring a Pagan mind to my preſent afflicti- 
ons; but that, like a true Chriſtian, I may in all events ac- 
knowledge thy juſtice, and thy providence. For the alter- 
ing of my condition can no way affect or influence thine. 
Thou art ever immutable, tho' I am ever ſubject to change: 
thou art the ſame Gop, no leſs in afflicting and puniſhing, 


han in the midſt of thy indulgences, and plentiful conſo- 
14tions, 
II. 


: HO V gaveſt me bealth, to be ſpent in ſerving thee : 
and I perverted it to a uſe altogether profane. Now 
ou baſt ſent a ſickneſs for my correction: O ſuffer me 
not 


P RA 
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not to uſe this Jikeways, as 2 means of provoking thee by 
my impatience. I abuſed thy gift of health ; and thoa 
haſt juſtly puniſhed me for my neglect : O keep me from 
abuſing thy very puniſhment. And becauſe the corruption 
of my nature is ſuch, that it renders thy favours pernici- 
ons to me; grant, O Gop, that thy all-powerful grace may 
render thy chaſtiſements wholeſome and beneficial. if 
I had a heart filled with affection for the world, while 1 
enjoyed any degree of ſtrength and vigour, deſtroy that vi- 
gour for my ſoul's health: and, whether by weakening my 
body, or by inflaming and exalting my charity, render me 
incapable of delighting in the world, that my delight may 
be only in thy Name, 


III. 


GOD, before whom I ſhall be obliged to give an ex- 

act account of my actions at the end of my life, 

and the end of the world: O Gop, who permitteſt the 
world, and all things in it, to ſubſiſt, only ſor the probati- 
on of the good, and for the puniſhment of the wicked: © 
Gop, who leaveſt hardened ſinners to enjoy the world, wit 
a delicious, but criminal, uſe: O Gen, who appointeſt our 
body to die, and who, at the hour of death, removeſt our 
foul from all that it doated upon here: O Gob, who at the 
laſt moment of my life wilt forcibly ſeparate me from all 
things that have engaged my thonghts, and taken up my 
heart: © Cob, who wilt conſume the heavens and the 
earth at the laſt day, and all the creatures they contain, to 
convince men, that nothing ſubſiſts but by thy hand, an! 
that nothing beſides thee deſerves our love, becauſe beſides 
thee nothing is fixed and permanent: O Gop, who wilt 
deſtroy all theſe vain idols, all theſe fatal objects of our at 
fections: I praiſe thee, O Gov, and I will bleſs thee whil- 
I have my being; for that thou haſt been pleaſed, of th, 
favour towards me, already to anticipate the dreadful da, 
by already deſtroying all things to my taſte and though, 


under this weakneſs which I ſuffer from thy 1 
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praiſe thee, that thou haſt given me this divorce from the 
ſweetneſs of health, and from the pleaſures of the world; 
and that thou haſt, for my advantage, in ſome ſort conſum- 
ed theſe vain idols, which thou wilt effectually conſume, 
for the confuſion of the wicked, in the day of thy, wrath. 
Grant, O Lord, that I may judge myſelf, after this ſeem- 
ing deſtruction which thou haſt made in my behalf: ſo that, 
after the final deſtruction which thou wilt make of my life, 
and of the world, I may eſcape when judged by thee. I 
know, O Lord, that at the inſtant of my death, I ſhall find 
mylelf entirely ſeparated from the world, ſtripped naked of 
all things, ſtanding alone before thee, to anſwer to thy juſ- 
tice concerning all the motions of my thoughts and ſpirit : 
grant, that I may look on myſelf as dead already, ſeparat- 
ed from the world, ſtripped of all the object of my paſh- 
on, placed alone in thy preſence, to implore thy mercy for 
the converſion of my heart: and that I may gather hence 
matter of exceeding comfort, that thou ſnouldſt be pleaſed 
firſt to ſend this image and appearance of death, as the ſub- 
jet of thy mercy, before thou ſendelt a real diſſolution, to 
exerciſe thy juſtice. As thou ſeemelt to have prevented 
the time of my death, fo let me prevent the rigour of thy 
ſentence ; and let me ſo examine myſelf beſore thy judg - 
ment, that in thy judgment I may find mercy. 


I'V; 


RANT, O Lord, that I may with an obedient ſi- 

lencc adore the methods of thy divine wiſdom, in 

the diſpoſals of my life ; that thy rod may comfort me; 
and that having lived in the bitterneſs of my fins, while I 
enjoyed the good things of my peaceable condition, I may 
taſte the heavenly ſweetneſs of thy grace, during theſe ſa- 
tary evils with which thou haſt afflicted me. But I am 
le FEI O my God, that my heart is ſo hardened, ſo full 
worldly ideas, engagements, ſolicitudes, and diſquiets, 
(nat neither health, nor ſickneſs, nor diſcourſes, nor books, 
(got even thy facred Word and Goſpel) nor thy molt holy 
Q 3 myſteries, 
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myſteries, nor alms, nor faſtings, nor mortifications, nor mi- 
racles, nor the uſe of thy ſacraments, nor the facrifice of 
thy precious body, nor all my endeavours, nor the endea- 
vours of the whole world together, can effect any thing to- 
ward the beginnings of my converſion, if thou bleſſeſt not 
all theſe means, with the extraordinary ſuccours of thy 
grace. I addreſs unto thee, Almighty Lord, to entreat from 
thy bounty a gift which the joint concurrence of created 
things can never procure or beltow. I ſhould not have the 
boldneſs to direct my cries to thee, were there, beſides, a- 
ny that could hear, and could relieve them. But, O my 
Ge, ſince the converſion, which I now beg of thy grace, 
is a work exceeding all the powers of nature, to whore 
can I apply but to the Almighty maſter of my heart, and of 
nature itſelf? To whom, O Lord, ſhould I cry, to whom 
fhould I flee for ſuccour unleſs unto thee ? Nothing that is 
not Gop can. fix my confidence, or fill my defires. *Tis 
Gon alone whom I ask and fſcek : tis thou alone, O my 
Cop, whom I implore for the obtaining of thyſelf. O Lord, 
open my heart: enter this rebel lious place, poſſeſſed by my 
vices and my fins. They at preſent hold it in ſubjection: 
do thou enter, as into the ſtrong man's houſe: but firſt bind 
the ſtrong and powerful enemy, who is maſter of it; and 
then {poil it of the treaſures. which it nom conceals. Re. 
ſcue and retrieve my affections which the world has robbed 
me of: ſpoil thou the world of this treaſure : or rather re. 
ſume it as thy own; for to thee it is but a juſt tribute, be- 
cauſe thy own image is ſtamped upon it. The treaſure was 
of thy forming, at the moment of my baptiſm, my ſecond 
birth: but it is wholly unpaired and defaced : the image of 
the world is graven ſo ſtrongly on it, that thine is no mo- 
diſcernible there. Thou alone walt able at firſt to create 
my. foul; thou alone art able ta create it ænew. Thou 4. 
lone couldſt imprint on it thy image; thou alone canſt rc. 
viveand refreſh that defaced image; even ZESUS CHRIST, 
the expreſs image of thy ſubſtance. 
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V. 
MV God, how happy is the foul which can love lo 


t charming an object! where the affeftion is ſo ho- 
/ EE nourable, the alliance fo full of benefit and fafety! I per- 
ceeive I cannot be enamoured of the world, without incur- 
ring thy diſpleaſure, without prejudicing, and even degrad- 
ing myſelf: and yet the world is ſtill the mark of my 
- © defire. O my Gop, how happy are the ſouls which have 
4 © fixt their deſire on thee: becauſe this is an affection to 
„ © which they may give themſelves wholly up, not only with- 
out ſcruple, but with commendation! How firm and laſting 
is their happineſs, whoſe expectation can never be defeat- 
n © ed! becauſe thou faileſt not; and becauſe neither life nor 
is death can ſeparate them from this divine object of delight! 
is © For the ſame moment which ſhall involve the wicked, to- 
y 4 gether with their idols, in a common ruin, ſhall unite the 
d, joſt to thee in a common glory: while as the former periſh 
y © with the periſhing objects to which they had enſnared their 
: © affections; the latter ſubſiſt eternally, in that eternal and 
1d 3 ſelf-ſubſiſting object to which they were ſo familiarly al- 
i! lied. O the happineſs of thoſe, who with an abſolute choice 


„and preference, and with an invincible bent of inclination, 
A B cre able to love perſectly and freely, what they are enga- 


„geld to love out of duty and neceſſity ! 

a3 i VI 

d 

of 4 ERFECT, O my Gov, the good motions thou haſt 
1 Þ wrought in me. Be thou their end, as thou art their 


beginning, Crown thy pwn gifts : for thy gifts I acknow- 
t!ledge them to be. I acknowledge them, O Gop; and am 
o far from preſuming on oy ſuch merit in my prayer as 
ſhould oblige thee to a neceſſary grant, that I likeways moſt 
numbly acknowledge, that having given up to the creatures 
this heart which thou ſormedſt purely for thy own ſervice, 
. not fox the world, nor for my ſelf, I can expect no * 
. - 0 
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of favour but from thy mercy: becauſe I have nothing in 
me that can engage thy aſſiſtance ; and becauſe all the Ha. 
tural movements of my heart, being directed either towards 
the creatures, or towards myſelf, can have no force wit! 
regard to thee, but that of incenſing and provoking thee, 
I thank thee, therefore, O my Gov, for the good motions 
thou haſt inſpired; and for this amongſt the reſt, the grace 


of thanking thee for them. 


VII. 


TRIKE my heart with true repentance for my faults: 
becauſe without this pain and grief of mind, the 2- 

vils with which thou haſt ſtricken my body will only pro. 
cure to me a new occaſion of fin. Make me rightly to un- 
derſtand that the evils of the body are nothing elſe but the 
puniſhment, and, at the ſame time, the figure and reſem- 
blance of thoſe which happen to the ſoul: but, O Lord, 
make them prove likeways their remedy ; by making me 
conſider, in the bodily pains I feel, thoſe in my ſoul which 
I feel not; tho' my ſoul as well as body is overſpread wit!; 
ſickneſs and ſores. For my greateſt evil of ſoul is this in. 
ſenſibility, and this extreme weakneſs, which diſables it 
from all apprehenſion of its own miſeries. Give me a live- 
ly ſenſe of theſe miſeries, my palt offences : and grant that 
the reſidue of my life may be one continued penitence, 10 


waſh away their ain, 


VIII. 


LORD, altho' my life hes been hitherto free from 

more grievous crimes, (the occaſions of which tho! 

haſt been pleaſed, in mercy, to remove) yet it muſt nec 
have been exceedingly hateful to thee, by reaſon of m. 
habitual neglect, my abuſe of thy moſt holy facrament, my 
contempt of thy word and inſpirations, by the idleneſs an 
unprofitableneſs of all my actions and thoughts, and by the 
entire loſs of all that time which thou haſt given me, 0. 
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no other employment but of worſhipping thee, of ſeeking 
in all my buſineſs and applications the means of doing thy 
pleaſure, and of becoming truly penitent for my daily treſ- 
paſſes, ſuch as are common even to good men, and there- 
fore ſuch as require that their whole life ſhould be one act 
of repentance, without which they are in danger of falling 
from their goodneſs. 


IX. 


Itherto, O Lord, I have ever been deaf to thy in- 
ſpirations, I have deſpiſed thy oracles : I have 

judged contrary to what thou judgeſt : I have croſſed thoſe 
holy maxims which thou broughteſt into the world from 
the boſom of the eternal father, and according to which 
thou wilt judge the world at thy ſecond coming. Thou 
haſt ſaid, Bleſſed are thoſe that meurn, and ee unto thoſe 
who have received their conſolatim. My language was di- 
rely oppoſite : Woe unto thoſe that mourn, happy thoſe 
who abound in conſolations and enjoyments ; thoſe who 
poſſeſs a plentiful fortune, a glorious name, an uninterrupt- 
ed health, and unbroken vigour. And for what reaſon 
could I make theſe advantages the ſtandards of happineſs, 
but becauſe they furniſhed their owners with a more large 
capacity of enjoying the creatures ; that is, of offending 
thee, Thus for health in particular, 1 confeſs, O Lotd, 
that I eſteem'd it a good, not becauſe it ſupplied more eaſy 
means of profiting in a courſe of holineſs, of exhauſting 
more cares and more watchings in thy ſervice, or in the 
aſſiſtance of my neighbours; but becauſe under its protec- 
tion J might abandon myſelf, with leſs reſtraint, to the de- 
licacies of life, and receive a quicker reliſh of pernicious 
and fatal pleaſures. Grant, O Lord, that I may reform my 
corrupted reaſon, and tectify my ſentiments by thine : that 
may judge myſelf happy in afflictions; and that under 
his my difability as to external actions, thou mayeſt fo pu- 
y my thoughts and intention, as to reconcile them to thy 
own: that I may thus find thee within my ſelf, while my 
weaknefs 
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weakneſs incapacitates me from ſeeking thee without, For, 
O Lord, thy kingdom is in the hearts of the faithful ; nor 
ſhall my heart be debarred from perceiving and enjoy- 
ing it in itſelf, if it may be firſt repleniſhed with thy ſpirit, 
and with thy wiſdom. 


X. 


B UT, O Lord, by what means ſhall I engage thee to 

pour down thy ſpirit upon this miſerable foil ? All 
that J have, all that I am, is odious to thee ; nor can I 
diſcover in myſeff the leaſt foundation of union and agree- 
ment. I fee nothing, O Lord, but my ſufferings, which 
have a reſemblance with thine. Look therefore on the evil: 
I now labour under, and thoſe which threaten me with their 
approach. Behold, with an eye of pity, the wounds which 
thy hand has made. O my Saviour, who lovedſt thy own 
ſufferings even to death: O Gor, who for no other cauſ⸗ 
becameſt man, but that thou mighteſt ſuffer more than 
mere man could undergo, for human falvation : O Gor, 
who waſt therefore incarnate ſince the fall of man by fn, 
and didſt therefore aſſume our body, that thou mighteſt fee! 
all the evils which fin had deſerved : O Gop, who fo lov: 
eſt bodies exerciſed with ſufferings, as to have choſen for 
thyſelf a body loaded with the moſt grievous ſufferings ti) 
world can exhibit : be pleaſed favourably to accept of my 
body: not for its owh ſake, nor for all that it contains; 
for all deſerves thy wrath ; but on account of the evils it 
endures, which alone can deſerve thy love. May my fut- 
ſcrings be pleaſing to thee, and my afflictions invite thee to 
viſit me. But to complete the preparation for thy reception 
and ſtay, grant, O my Saviour, that as my body has this 
in common witli thine to ſuffer for ſin, ſo my mind may 
have this likeways in common with thy mind, to be ſor. 
rowfut for fin; and that thus J may ſuffer with thee an 
like thee, both in my body and in my mind, for my nur 
berlels tranſgreſſions. 
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XI. 


RANT me, O Lord, the grace of joining thy con- 
ſolations to my ſufferings; that I may ſuffer like 
a Chriſtian, I pray not to be exempted from pain; for 
this is the glorious recompenſe of ſaints: but I pray that I 
may not be abandoned to the pains of nature, without the 
comforts of thy ſpitit; for this is the curſe of eus and 
Pagans. I pray not to enjoy a perfect fulneſs of comfort, 
without any allay of ſufferings; for that is the noble pre- 
rogative of a lite of glory: neither pray I for a perſect ful- 
nets of ſufferings, without any mixture of comfort; for 
that's a ſtate of Fewi/h darkneſs and miſery. But I pray, 
O Lore, that I may tee!, at once, both the pains of nature 
for my ſins, and the conſolations of grace by thy ſpicit; 
for that's the true ſtate of Chriſtianity. O may I never 
feel pain without comfort! but may I ſo feel them toge- 
ther, as at length to feel thy comforts only without m 
pains ! for ſo, O Lord, thou didſt leave the whole world to 
languiſh under natural ſufferings *till the coming of thy 
Son: but now thou comforteſt and ſweetneſt the ſufferings 
of thy ſervants by his grace, and filleſt thy ſaints with pure 
heatitudes in his glory. Theſe are the three wonderful ſteps 
by which thou haſt been pleaſed to guide and exalt the 
works of thy providence : thou haſt raiſed me from the firſt; 
O conduct me to the ſecond 3 that I may attain the third! 
thy grace, O Lord, is ſufficient for me. 


XII. 


UFFER me not, O Lord, to continue under ſuch 

an eſtrangement from thee, as to be able to reflect on 

thy foul, which was ſorrou ful even to death; thy body 
which was oppreſſed and overcome by death, for my fins ; 
without rejoicing if I may be counted worthy to ſuffer in 
my body, and in my foul. For what can be more ſhame. 
ful, and yet what is more uſual with Chriſtians, and even 


with 
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with myſelf, than while thou in thy agony didſt ſweat 
drops of blood, for the expiation of our offences, we make 
it our whole ſtudy to live in delicacy and eaſe! that CHriſti. 
ans, who profeſs a dependence on thee; that thoſe who, at 
their baptiſm, renounced the world to become thy follow- 
ers; that thoſe who in the face of the church have enyaged 
themſelves by a ſolemn oath to live and die in thy ſer- 
vice; that thoſe who pretend a belief, that the world per- 
ſecuted and crucified thee; that thoſe who acknowledge 
thee to have been expoſed to the wrath of Gop, and to the 
cruelty of men, to purchaſe their redemption; that thoſe 
who mgke a daily confeſſion of all this; who conſider thy 
body as the facrifice which was offered for their ſalvation ; 
who look on the pleaſures and fins of the world as the on- 
ly cauſe of thy ſufferings, and the world itſelf as thy mur- 
therer; ſhouſd yet ſeek to gratify their bodies with the ſame 
pleaſures and fins in the fame world: and that thoſe who 
could not without horror behold a perſon careſſing the mur- 
therer of his father, by whoſe voluntary death the fon is 
ranſomed and lives, ſhould be able to find delight and com- 
placency, as I have done, in the world, which ] know to 
be the murtherer of him- whom I own for my father and 
my GoD, who was delivered for my relealemem and ſafety, 
and who in his own perſon ſuſtained the puniſhment due to 
my fins ? It was moſt juſt, O Lord, that thou ſhouldeſt inter- 
rupt fo criminal a joy, as this with which I tolaced my ſelſ 
under the very ſhadow of death. 


XIII. 


4 KE from me, O Lord, that ſorrow which the love 
of myſelf may raiſe in me fiom my tufferings, and 


from my unſucceſsful hopes and deſigns in this world, while 
inſenſible and regardleſs of thy glory. Create in me a for 
row reſembling thy own. Let my pains be, in ſome mas- 
fare, ſerviceable towards the appeahng of thy wrath : tet 
them prove the happy occaſion of my converſion and my 


{alyation. - Let me not hereafter wiſh for health or life, but 
With 
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with the ptoſpect of ſpending both in thee, with thee, and 
for thee. I pray not that thou wouldeſt give me either 
bealth or ſickneſs, life or death; but that thou wouldeſt 
diſpoſe of my health, my ſickneſs, my life, and my death, 
for thy glory, and for my own eternal welfare, for the uſe 
of the church, and the benefit of thy faithful ſervants, in- 
to the number of whom I hope to be admitted by thy grace. 
Thou alone knoweſt what is expedient for we; thou art 
my ſovereign maſter an] Lord: guide and govern me at 
thy pleaſure. Give me, or take from me, as ſhall ſeem 
beſt to thy providence : but in all things conform my will 
to thine; and grant that with an humble and perfect ſub- 
miſſion, and a holy confidence, I may diſpoſe myſelf to re- 
ceive the orders of thy eternal wiſdom; and may equally 
reverence and adore the moſt different events which thou 
{halt pleaſe to accompliſh in me. 


XIV. 


E T me, with a conſtant everneſs and uniformity of 
ſpirit, embrace all thy diſpoſals: for as much as 
we know not what we ought to ask, and cannot wiſh one 
event rather than another without præſumption; and with- 
out making ourſelves the judges and the ſponſors of that 
train of future things which thy wiſdom has ſo juſtly con- 
cealed from our view. I know, O Lord, my whole know- 
ledge may be reduced to this one point, that *tis good to 
obey thee, end evil to offend thee. After this, I know not 
what is the beft, or the worſt, amongſt all things. I know 
not which is more profitable for me, health or ſicknefs, 
riches or poverty; any condition, any circumſtances of this 
world. For ſuch a judgment ſurpaſſeth the force and ſaga- 
city of men, and yes hidden amongſt the ſecrets of thy pro- 
vidence, which I reverence aud adore, but will never at- 
tempt to trace or penetrate, 


194 M. PASCAL's PRAYER. 


XV. 


RANT, O Lord, that, in every condition, I may 
conform myſelf to thy will; and in my preſent 

ſickneſs glorify thee by my pains. Without theſe 'tis im- 
poſſible I ſhould attain to thy glory, ſince thou thyſelf was 
not made perfect, but thro ſufferings. It was by the marks 
of thy ſufferings that thou waſt known to thy diſciples : 
and tis by. their ſufferings that thou knoweſt who are thy 
diſciples. Receive me into that bleſſed company, by means 
of theſe evils which I endure in body and mind for my paſt 
tranſgreſſions. And becauſe no ſacrifice is acceptable to the 
father, unleſs preſented by thee, unite my will to thine, 
and my torments to thoſe which thou didſt not difdain to 
undergo. Let my ſufferings be interpreted as thine own. 
Unite me to thyſelf, repleniſh me with thyſelf, and with 
thy holy ſpirit. Enter into my heart and ſoul, there to 
ſuſtain my afflictions, and continue to endure in me what 
is behind of thy paſſion, which thou ſtill fuffereſt in thy 
members *till the perfect fulneſs and conſummation of thy 
body. $6 that being inſpired and acted by thee, it may be 
no longer I who live or ſuffer, but thou, O my Saviour, 
who liveſt and ſuffereſt in me: and that having thus borne 
ſome ſhare in thy ſufferings, thou mayſt admit me to ſome 
particip2tion of taoſe glories which thou haſt acquired by 
them, and in which, with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 


mou liveſt and reigneſt for ever. Auen. 
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